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IN A PICKLE! Taylor introduces new recreational sports activity in DeSoto County. P6

Always looking up

Local outdoorsman Shawn Hendricks 

is learning to cope after a tragic accident 

left him confi ned to a wheelchair and is 

determined to prove that nothing will keep 

him from doing what he loves.

Shawn, 56, was born and raised in 

Eudora, where he lives with his wife Lisa. 

Shawn, who previously worked in con-

struction, framing houses and doing sheet-

rock work, would frequently come home in 

the hot summer afternoons to cool off  in 

the couple’s fi ve-foot above ground pool. 

“I’d just dive right in like a professional 

swimmer,” Shawn said. “I wouldn’t go that 

deep in the water.”

July 21, 2018 would change his life forev-

er. This particular day was his middle son’s 

birthday party, and he and his sons were 

playing volleyball in the pool. He remem-

bers diving into the water one second. 

Everything that happened next was a blur. 

“I don’t know if  I dove wrong or if  one of  

them bumped me and turned me wrong,” 

Shawn said. “From there I draw a blank 

because the next thing I was fl oating and 

they thought I was playing. Then they fi g-

ured out I wasn’t playing, and by that time 

I was pretty much drowned with a broken 

neck.”

His sons sprung into action and kept 

him alive until the ambulance could reach 

the house, his son Brad performing CPR 

that he had learned in a paramedic course 

in college. Paramedics worked on him in 

the ambulance until they could fi nally get 

a heartbeat. An ambulance driver would 

later tell Lisa that at one point his heart 

stopped beating. 

“The ambulance driver told me they had 

pretty much given up,” Lisa said. “He said 

they hit Stateline Road and [Shawn] scared 

One dead, 
interstate 
closed by 

crash

One person died and the south-

bound lanes of I-55 in Southaven 

were shut down for most of the 

night when a crash took place 

early Monday morning. 

DeSoto County Coroner Josh 

Pounders has identifi ed the vic-

tim as Justin McHuley, age 30 of 

Southaven.

Southaven Police were called 

regarding a crash between an 

SUV and an 18-wheel semi trailer 

truck at about 12:30 a.m. The col-

lision happened just north of the 

Church Road exit.

The SUV was engulfed in 

fl ames when offi cers arrived at 

the scene and the southbound 

lanes of I-55 were closed between 

Goodman and Church roads. 

Southaven fi refi ghters and EMS 

crews were also called to the 

scene to assist with the fi re and 

any injuries.

The interstate was reopened 

about 4 a.m.

Reports indicated that McHuley 

was the driver of the SUV that 

crossed the median and struck 

the 18-wheeler head-on, instantly 

killing him.

The truck driver was not hurt 

in the collision.

Pounders said as part of his ex-

amination of the body, toxicology 

was drawn to determine if alcohol 

was a factor in the wreck, but did 

not say what those results were.

The investigation into the crash 

is continuing, according to police.

Disabled outdoorsman perseveres after tragic accident

Brent Walker|DTT

Joshua Berryhill, 

owner of Sweet 

Sweeps, prepares to 

inspect a chimney. 

Berryhill is the only 

certifi ed chimney 

sweep in Mississippi.

Chimney sweep serves county

SEE ALWAYS LOOKING UP, P2

‘The good Lord’s got some-
thing he’s saving me for. You 

don’t ever know - I might 
wind up teaching some hand-

icapped kids how to turkey 
hunt one day.’

Shawn Hendricks 
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Shawn Hendricks of Eudora, Miss., has been unable to fully pursue his passion for hunting after a diving accident left him confi ned to a 

wheelchair last summer.
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One business in DeSoto County con-
tains the only certifi ed chimney sweep 
in the state of Mississippi.

Joshua Berryhill owns and operates 
Sweet Sweeps, a local business that 
cleans and inspects chimneys, gas logs 
and wood-burning stoves at properties 
in the area. Sweet Sweeps, which is 

part of the Olive Branch Chamber of 
Commerce and is affi liated with the 
Better Business Bureau, has been open 
for about a year and currently has a 
fi ve-star rating. 

“Anything you need done with a 
chimney, I pretty much do it,” Berryhill 
said. “I enjoy doing it. I’ve been doing 
it for several years. It’s something I’m 
very passionate about. It’s one of the 

SEE CHIMNEY SWEEP, P5
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