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WELCOME  BACK! Race fans are cheering the return of the mighty NASCAR. P6

Riding tall

Riders gently guide their horses and 

weave through obstacles around the out-

door arena. Some look determined. Others 

sit triumphantly. To outsiders it may have 

appeared like an ordinary scene in rural 

Hernando, but the horses at this ranch are 

changing lives “one ride at a time.”

The Southern Reins Center for Equine 

Therapy, a local nonprofi t whose aim is to 

help individuals with physical, cognitive 

and emotional disabilities gain life skills 

while working with horses, hosted its sec-

ond annual DeSoto Horse Show Thursday 

evening at its satellite campus on Lynch 

Ranch, located at 2910 Fogg Road South. 

Southern Reins began in Nesbit in 2015 

when Executive Director Jill Haag and 

several others recognized the benefi ts 

of  equine therapy and saw a need in the 

community. 

“When we all kind of  met each other, 

there was not really a dedicated nonprofi t 

who was doing this kind of  work,” said 

Haag.  

Floodwaters forced the organization to 

move temporarily to Lynch Ranch in the 

spring of  2016, and tremendous growth 

prompted them to expand to a 28-acre prop-

erty in Collierville, Tennessee in January 

2018. However, they were reluctant to move 

their operations entirely to Collierville 

because they still wanted to meet the needs 

of  their DeSoto County residents.

“We were very sad because we had had 

such awesome roots here in DeSoto County, 

and Gary Lynch and the whole Lynch 

family were so supportive,” said Ginna 

Rauls, community engagement director for 

Southern Reins. 

Man held 
in Friday 
stabbing

A Horn Lake man is in the 

DeSoto County Adult Detention 

Center in Hernando on charges 

of aggravated assault after 

an argument at a Southaven 

Walmart turned into a road 

rage incident with one person 

being stabbed.

Mario Rabara, age 37 of Horn 

Lake, was taken to the jail Fri-

day evening and is being held 

there without bond. A June 5 

court date in the case has been 

set in Southaven Circuit Court.

Southaven police reported 

Saturday morning that offi cers 

were called to Goodman Road 

near I-55 about 8 p.m. Friday to 

respond to a stabbing incident.  

The victim, who has not been 

identifi ed, was attended to at 

the scene and then transported 

to Regional One in Memphis. 

That person was listed in 

stable condition late Saturday 

morning, according to police.  

Southern Reins horse therapy program empowers citizens with disabilities

Hobbs recognized for increasing hospice care access

SEE RIDING  TALL, P2

SEE FRIDAY STABBING, P2

‘It’s amazing seeing a kid go from 
being nonverbal to putting them on 
a horse and seeing them talk for the 

fi rst time’

Noah Lynch of the Lynch Ranch
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Participants from Senatobia’s Baddour Center, a home for adults with special needs, display their ribbons at the second annual Southern 

Reins DeSoto Horse Show at Lynch Ranch Thursday evening. The Baddour Center is a partner of Southern Reins, a local nonprofi t that uses 

equine therapy to develop and nurture skills in individuals with physical, cognitive, emotional and social disabilities.
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Fedricka Hobbs, hospice care consultant and sales 
director for the Compassus program serving Memphis 
and Southaven, was recently inducted into the 2019 
Compassus Presidents’ Circle for her outstanding 
performance in increasing patient access to quality 
hospice care. Hobbs was recognized in April at the 2019 
Compassus National Medical Directors, Leadership 
and Presidents’ Circle Meeting.

Hobbs is one of 67 inductees in this year’s Presidents’ 

Circle, an honor reserved for hospice and home health 
care consultants who consistently expand access to 
home health, palliative and hospice care in their com-
munities. Based in Nashville, Tennessee, Compassus is 
a company that provides hospice, palliative and health 
health care services and strives to improve the quality 
of “person-centered, physical-driven, and team-based 
care.” Serving patients and families at more than 125 
locations in 30 states across the U.S., Compassus is 
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