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ICC BOUND! Hernando hoop standout Dunlap to play at Itawamba. P6

All fired up

Trust me, it was not a re-creation of  the 

1985 teen science fi ction movie Weird Sci-

ence happening, but science was involved 

on the Northpoint Christian School cam-

pus in Southaven Thursday in the form 

of  the school’s Explore Zone. 

There was fi re being breathed… out, 

not in. Kids were learning how to make 

makeshift microscopes with paper, a sep-

arate room had a Glow Wall set up where 

kids were able to scribble using light on a 

special phosphorous wall.

Meanwhile, pond water was being puri-

fi ed and turned into drinking water. 

In other words, just another typical day 

in science class.

But this time, the “classroom” was the 

school’s Trojan Gym, the teachers were 

the school’s honors physics and chemis-

try students, and the actual students in 

this classroom were Northpoint ele-

mentary youngsters and invited homes-

chooled students.

It was the Northpoint Explore Zone, an 

event held every other year by the sci-

ence department and instructor Tammy 

Skinner.  

“Explore Zone is an interactive mu-

seum that our high school students 

developed and put on for our elementary 

students,” Skinner explained. “The stu-

dents had to take some physical science, 

chemistry, physics, or life science topic 

and create either demonstrations or 

hands-on activities for the elementary 

kids to do. We have exploding arts which 

is a chemical reaction that involves art. 

We have augmented reality and virtual 

reality. The kids get to dissect sharks and 

pigs’ brains.”

Getting excited about science is the key 

to Explore Zone, which started about 13 

School event excites kids for science

Foster, Waller debate in Starkville
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‘You learn science and you get 
excited about science by doing 

science. It may be 30 seconds of 
listening, but it’s fi ve minutes of 

doing.’

Tammy Skinner, 
Northpoint Christian School instructor
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Jackson Flowers, an honors chemistry student at Northpoint Christian School in Southaven, displays how a fi re burst can be caused 
when blowing lycopodium powder through a tube into the air. Students created several scientifi c demonstrations for elementary and 
homeschool students during the NCS Explore Zone science museum.  

Two of  the three Republicans 
campaigning for the party’s nomina-
tion in the governor’s race Tuesday 
met on a Mississippi State University 
stage to debate for the fi rst time. 

State Rep. Robert Foster (R-Hernan-
do), the fi rst Republican candidate to 
offi cially declare his run for gover-
nor, and former Mississippi Supreme 
Court Chief  Justice Bill Waller Jr. 

debated issues at Mississippi State 
University in Starkville.

Missing from the debate, however, 
was Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves, who de-
clined the opportunity to meet with 
the other candidates together.  

College Republicans at the 
Starkville school and the MSU politi-
cal science department co-hosted the 
debate. 

Only those who were in attendance 
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SPRING CLEANING SPECIAL 

$69.95 first unit 

$40.00 each additional  

Includes: 

Chemical Cleaning of Condensing Coils 

Refrigerant Level Check 

Electrical Check 

Offer Expires 6/1/19—Must Mention Coupon Code DTT 
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State Rep. Robert 
Foster (R-Hernando) 
and former Mississippi 
Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Bill Waller Jr. 
greet each other at 
Tuesday’s gubernato-
rial debate held on the 
Mississippi State Uni-
versity campus. Waller, 
Foster and Lt. Gov. Tate 
Reeves are vying for the 
Republican nomination 
for governor in the Au-
gust primary election.

Trip set to 
brief DC 
offi  cials

A delegation of  county, munici-

pal, and business leaders venture 

to the Nation’s Capitol once again 

this coming week for an annual 

trip that has reaped dividends in 

the past for DeSoto County. 

The annual DeSoto County 

Washington Congressional 

briefi ng will take place primarily 

on Thursday, April 11, when the 

DeSoto County delegation will 

meet with Senators and Con-

gressmen not only representing 

Mississippi, but Shelby County, 

Tenn., as well.  

The group represents the Coun-

cil of  Governments, consisting of  

DeSoto County and its fi ve munic-

ipalities. Involved in the meetings 

will also be representatives of  the 

DeSoto County Regional Utility 

Authority, Walt Starr of  Congress-

man Trent Kelly’s Hernando of-

fi ce, representatives of  the DeSoto 

County Economic Development 

Council, and some business con-

cerns, such as Neel-Schaffer, Wag-

goner Engineering, and others. 

The meetings that are sched-

uled are with Mississippi U.S. 

Sens. Roger Wicker and Cindy 

Hyde-Smith, Congressmen Bennie 

Thompson, Michael Guest, and 

Trent Kelly of  Mississippi, along 

with Tennessee Reps. David Kust-

off  and Steven Palazzo.  

DeSoto Council President/CEO 

Jim Flanagan said the federal rep-

resentatives have appreciated the 

single voice from DeSoto County 

coming to talk on issues, believing 

the format is more effective.  
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