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Patriotism on parade

DeSoto County’s love for the men and 

women of this country who have worn 

the uniform and shouldered the musket 

to protect America’s liberty and freedom 

was displayed Friday with one of the 

largest parades in recent memory.

With more than 800 school children 

on hand to march and participate in the 

parade, another throng of more than 

1,500 decked out in red, white and blue  

strolled, waved and rode their way along 

Commerce Street to the historic DeSoto 

County Courthouse Square in vintage 

automobiles and atop tanks and fi re 

engines.

“It makes you proud to be an Amer-

ican,” said District 4 Supervisor Lee 

Caldwell, who stood alongside fellow 

supervisors Michael Lee of District 5 and 

Mark Gardner of District 2, with DeSoto 

County Administrator Vanessa Lyn-

chard and her husband, DeSoto County 

Chancellor Percy Lynchard looking on. 

“It also makes you proud to be a DeSoto 

Countian,” added Caldwell, whose hus-

band John is a decorated Marine. “We 

moved here because of the values that 

we have here — of love for this country. 

It’s just so great to be able to meet and 

congregate like this in a show of support 

for this country and what it stands for. 

Our veterans guaranteed that we have 

this privilege. It doesn’t matter about 

race, creed or color. You come together 

as a community.”

State lawmakers like Rep. Bill 

Kinkade, R-Byhalia, and Rep. Jeff Hale, 

R-Nesbit, were also on hand. Other law-

makers attended the annual Veterans 

Luncheon at the Southaven Arena to 

commemorate the 99th anniversary of 

Threats 
abated at 

S’haven 
schools

Southaven Police late Thurs-

day provided more detail about 

possible threats posted on so-

cial media to some students at 

Southaven Middle School that 

caused extra offi cers to placed 

on duty at both that school 

and the adjacent Southaven 

High School campus Thursday 

morning.  

Police reported in a news 

release issued Thursday after-

noon that the department was 

made aware of and looked into 

concerns from parents who 

reported threats of weapons 

being brought to school Thurs-

day morning through a social 

media post on Snapchat. 

Offi cers could not confi rm 

the threats as being valid, but 

to “err on the side of caution, 

the Police Department had ex-

tra offi cers on campus today,” 

the release stated. 

Offi cers also talked to the 

students at the center of the 

alleged threats but could not 

verify any threat to be valid or 

accurate.  

Thursday afternoon, howev-

er, a Southaven High School 

student brought three other 

juveniles to the school where 

it was believed that they may 

have had words with some of 

the athletes on the soccer fi eld, 

followed by the four juveniles 

leaving the area in a vehicle.  

Police said it was rumored 

that after the vehicle left, there 

More than 2,000 turn out for Hernando Veterans Parade
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Overpark Elementa-
ry School principal 
Lisa Love (center) 
congratulates two of 
her instructors who 
received Foundation for 
Excellence in Education 
grant awards Thursday, 
Heidi Taylor and Mindy 
Sloan. 

Foundation awards teacher grants 
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‘The veterans were very grateful 
for everything that was done 
for them. What we did today 
showed that we respect our 

veterans and our fl ag.’

Carolyn Young, 
Hernando Veterans Parade organizer
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An estimated 2,000 people turned out for the fi rst Hernando Veterans Parade around the historic DeSoto County Square including DeSoto 
County Supervisor Michael Lee, Chancellor Percy Lynchard, and Supervisors Lee Caldwell and Mark Gardner.
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Overpark Elementa-

grant awards Thursday, 

Sloan. 

Thursday was like “Christmas in Novem-
ber” for 133 teachers of schools in DeSoto 
County, including Northpoint Christian and 
Sacred Heart School, who applied and re-
ceived grant money through the Foundation 
for Excellence in Education.

The program has been annually admin-
istered by the DeSoto County Economic 
Development Council (EDC), which since it 

started in 1989 has granted more than $1.19 
million to support classroom programs in 
public and private schools.  

Susan Fernandez of the Foundation and 
the EDC noted at the grant award event 
Thursday that donations this year allowed a 
total of $58,272.02 to be provided to teachers. 

“This year is a little bit less but last year 
was a big year, an anniversary year for the 
program,” Fernandez said.  
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