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VICTORIOUS LIFE! Dan Reeves talks faith and football at FCA breakfast. P6

Almost ready

The eagerly-anticipated opening of the 

new Coldwater River Bridge over U.S. 

Highway 51 is tentatively set for March 

1 — less than three weeks away, accord-

ing to Northern District Transportation 

Commissioner Mike Tagert.

However, Tagert is quick to point out 

the timeline for the bridge’s opening is 

largely dependent upon the weather.

“It’s right at 98 percent complete,” 

Northern District Transportation Com-

missioner Mike Tagert said Monday. 

“We need two full weeks of uninhibited 

weather. We have some guardrail work 

to do but it’s so weather dependent. It’s 

not that we can go ahead and open it up 

and fi nish things later. Guardrail work 

is a safety matter.”

Tagert said his offi ce has fi elded as 

many calls as the newspaper about when 

the bridge is slated to open. The bridge 

has been under construction for the past 

two years.

“Believe me, we want it to open as soon 

as everybody else,” Tagert said. “I think 

something that has been lost in all of the 

discussion is the fact that it’s still three 

months ahead of schedule.”

That being said, Tagert said while 

internally MDOT considers the project 

three months ahead of schedule — its 

original completion date was June or 

July — MDOT paid extra to contractors 

to get the project expedited and construc-

tion work has fallen behind due to the 

weather and other factors.

“We are technically three months 

Election 
slated 
today

Polls open at 7 a.m. this morn-

ing and close at 7 p.m. in the Ward 

2 Southaven alderman race.

Ward 2 comprises one of the 

oldest sections of the city, an area 

which has seen a surge in renova-

tion in recent years and an effort 

to fi ght blight.

A fi eld of seven candidates is 

vying to fi ll the Ward 2 seat.

Those running for the Ward 2 

seat are, in alphabetical order, 

Brenda Daniel-Anderson, Don 

Daniels, Charlie Hoots, Johnny 

Johnson, Harold Moore, Norine 

Sloan and Greg Paylor.

There have been two special 

elections in Ward 2 in just the 

past fi ve years.

The average cost of an election 

is between $4,000 and $5,000, 

according to Klein.

The Ward 2 seat was last held 

by ex-Alderman Ronnie Hale, who 

resigned after being charged with 

solicitation for prostitution. 

Hale was subsequently arrested 

and charged on separate federal 

charges with possession of child 

pornography and was arraigned 

in federal court in Oxford. Hale’s 

trial date has been moved to April 

16.

Hale replaced the seat held by 

former Alderman Shirley Kite, 

who resigned due to a retirement 

issue. A regulatory change at the 

state level forced Kite to make a 

choice between work and gov-

ernment service. Kite formerly 

served as DeSoto County Justice 

Court Clerk, which has its offi ces 

in Southaven. Hale had served 

in the seat just prior to Kite’s 

election.

Coldwater River Bridge 98 percent says MDOT Commissioner
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More than 400 runners and 
walkers break from the start-
ing line at the SouthGroup 
Make-A-Diff erence 5K Race for 
Blair Batson Children’s Hospi-
tal in Jackson.

SouthGroup 5K Run/Walk for Children’s Hospital

SEE COLDWATER BRIDGE, P2

‘It’s right at 98 percent com-
plete. We need two full weeks 

of uninhibited weather. We have 
some guardrail work to do but 
it’s so weather dependent. It’s 
not that we can go ahead and 

open it up and fi nish things 
later. Guardrail work is a safety 

matter.’

MDOT Commissioner Mike Tagert
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The new $24 million span of the Coldwater River Bridge over U.S. Highway 51 is slated to be open to the public by March 1 if the completion 
of the project is not delayed by weather conditions.
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SouthGroup Insurance Services joins 
with Friends of Children’s Hospital to 
present their 10th annual SouthGroup 
Make-A-Difference 5K Run/Walk on 
Feb. 17 in Ridgeland.  

The 2017 race attracted more than 
400 runners and walkers, along with a 
host of co-sponsors from the insurance 
industry across the nation and local 
SouthGroup clients, to raise $30,000 for 

the Blair E. Batson Children’s Hospital 
at The University of Mississippi Medi-
cal Center in Jackson.  

The run/walk, which has contributed 
more than $250,000 for the hospital over 
the past nine years, will begin at 8:30 
a.m. at the SouthGroup headquarters 
offi ces in The Woodlands Offi ce Park 
at County Line Road and Woodlands 
Parkway in Ridgeland.  

SEE SOUTHGROUP, P2
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