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BEST OF THE BEST! Get ready to nominate for DeSoto’s Best; stay tuned.

Duty, Honor, Country

At age 97, World War II survivor Olin 

Pickens can still recall the shivering 

cold of a Nazi prison camp.

He can still feel the hard ache of 

hunger from being forced to work in a 

slave labor camp for the German war 

machine. As a prisoner of war, Pickens 

learned more about freedom and liberty 

in a dark dungeon than all the history 

books that have ever been written.

In fact, Pickens is a piece of living 

history himself.

Pickens was the keynote speaker at 

the sixth annual Winn and Annie Ruth 

Brown Veterans’ Day Appreciation 

Breakfast at the Landers Center on 

Thursday. Winn Brown helped organize 

Horn Lake’s fi rst fi re department and his 

wife Annie Ruth would go on to help es-

tablish the Historic DeSoto Foundation.

Their grandson William Walker 

Brown performed a special solo in honor 

of DeSoto County’s veterans and the 

Horn Lake High School Choir sang the 

national anthem. During a poignant 

moment, Horn Lake Fire Chief David 

Linville made a special presentation to 

the widow of fallen fi refi ghter Michael 

Casey.

Horn Lake Mayor Allen Latimer acted 

as master of ceremonies for the event 

which drew more than 400 people.

Many came to hear Pickens’ captivat-

ing story. Only 20 at the time, Pickens 

joined the Army in 1942. He volunteered 

before being drafted. After he completed 

his basic training, Pickens was placed in 

the 805th Tank Destroyer Battalion and 

sent to the Mediterranean.

On Jan. 26, 1943, his unit began ap-

Teacher 
grants 
reach 
record

School teachers among 

DeSoto County’s public, private 

and parochial schools have 

received a record amount of 

grant money from the local 

business community toward 

better educating young stu-

dents.  

The Thursday afternoon 

program, called the Salute to 

Education Classroom Teacher 

Grant Program, and held at 

DeSoto Hills Baptist Church 

in Southaven, rewarded 133 

teachers with $57,669.65 in 

grant money. 

The 133 award winners came 

from a group of 405 applica-

tions submitted, the most ever 

for the program.  

Awards went to teachers 

representing DeSoto County 

Schools, Northpoint Christian 

School, Sacred Heart School 

and Front Porch Learning Cot-

tage, a tutoring program based 

in Hernando. There was also 

one grant given to the DeSoto 

County Juvenile Detention 

Center. 

“This is a great event for all 

of the schools in DeSoto Coun-

ty,” said Uselton. “It’s a great 

example of the partnership be-

tween schools and the business 

community.”

The money comes from 

the DeSoto County Econom-

ic Development Council’s 

Foundation for Excellence in 

Education, which started in 

Sacrifi ces recalled in observance of Veterans Day
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The Hernando High School Marching Band performs during state competition at Pearl High 

School on Saturday, Nov. 3. Hernando won the state title for the third time, having also won 

the crown in 2014 and 2015. 

Hernando marches to another state title

SEE DUTY, HONOR, P2

SEE TEACHER GRANTS, P2

‘When I saw the Statue of 
Liberty it spoke to me. I know 

what it said to me. What does it 
say to you?’

Olin Pickens, World War II survivor
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A large American fl ag, tethered between fi re engines from the Southaven and Horn Lake fi re departments, drapes the entrance to the 

Landers Center Thursday as more than 400 people gathered to commemorate the sixth annual Winn and Annie Ruth Brown Veterans Day 

Appreciation Breakfast.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES-TRIBUNE

Hernando High School is the 2018 
MHSAA/Mississippi Bandmasters 
Association 6A Marching Band State 
Champion. This is the third time the 
band has earned this title, also win-
ning in 2014 and in 2015.

Len Killough, the band director 
at Hernando High for seven years, 
also team teaches band at Hernando 
Middle School.  He has taught his 27 
seniors since 7th grade.  

“These students know me and know 
my expectations before they come to 
the high school,” Killough said. “I am 
kind of gruff.  I want every student to 
be the best they can be.”

To move this band to state competi-
tion in Pearl last Saturday took four 
charter buses, an 18-wheeler (driver 

and truck property of TNT Truck-
ing), and three trailers—a total of 8 
vehicles.

“All the DCS bands are fantastic,” 
Killough said. “All are doing a great 
job.  Dennis Cox, the band director 
at DeSoto Central High, was the fi rst 
person to walk over and congratulate 
me after our win.  Kim Hallmark, 
band director at the 5A State Champi-
on Lewisburg High, is one of my for-
mer students.  We support each other. 
All of the band directors are close. 

“One of the greatest statistics about 
the DCS band programs is that 100 
percent of our band students are 
offered band scholarships at the state 
universities,” he said.  “This says a 
lot about the band programs at DeSo-
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