
OUR LIFE 3

OPINION                                               4

PUZZLES/OBITUARIES 5

SPORTS 6

ARRESTS  11

CLASSIFIEDS                                   12

A R E A  D E AT H S  |  PAGE 5
Lt. Junior Grade Wallace Eugene Burch, 
25

desototimestribune.com
662-429-6397

2445 Highway 51
Hernando MS 38632

DISCOVERDISCOVER
DESOTODESOTO

A Special Publication of the DeSotoTimes-Tribune

Everything DeSoto

DISCOVER DESOTO! It’s all about DeSoto County - inside today’s issue.

Music man

Eighty-four year-old Orestes Perez 

came to America two years before the 

nation celebrated its bicentennial, 

fl eeing his native Cuba fi rst to Madrid, 

Spain in 1970.

What drew the native-born Cuban 

to America’s shores was the music he 

listened to as a young boy, growing up on 

the eastern side of the island.

“I used to listen to American radio be-

cause I could get it on stations in Miami 

and New Orleans,” said Perez, who lives 

with his wife and grown son Miguel and 

his family in the Tate County town of 

Coldwater.

Despite the rich musical tradition in 

his native Cuba, with its calypso beat 

and jazz infl uence, Perez was drawn 

instead to the sounds of great composers 

like Edward Kennedy “Duke” Elling-

ton, Count Basie and orchestral leaders 

like the Italian-born conductor Arturo 

Toscanini.

“Arturo Toscanini’s Orchestra was 

one of my favorites,” Perez said of the 

longtime music director of the NBC Sym-

phony Orchestra.

Born in 1933, Perez’s father was a mem-

ber of Cuba’s hard-working middle class.

“My father had a business trading in 

furniture,” added Perez, of the time in 

Cuba’s history before the Cuban people 

were governed by the military junta of 

late Cuban strongman Fidel Castro.

As for himself, Perez fl ew a Piper J 3 as 

a crop-duster pilot, spraying the coun-

try’s rice fi elds.

As Perez came of age in the 1950s and 

60s, he became a fan of the so-called 

“Rat Pack,” which consisted of “Ole Blue 

Eyes” Frank Sinatra, Peter Lawford, 

Sammy Davis, Jr., Dean Martin and Joey 

Bishop.

Olive 
Branch 
offi  cers 
resign

Eight Olive Branch police 

offi cers have resigned in the 

wake of a situation that a 

retired law enforcement source 

speaking on background 

said involved alleged sexual 

impropriety among the offi cers 

and an unnamed number of 

females.

However, Olive Branch Chief 

Don Gammage on Wednesday 

said that he is unable to com-

ment on the situation, citing 

the fact it involves city person-

nel.

“I can’t comment on any-

thing,” Gammage said. “It’s a 

personnel issue. I am sure that 

you will get a statement from 

the mayor’s offi ce pretty soon,” 

added Gammage. “It might be 

in a few days.”

A reporter was told during 

a phone call Wednesday that 

Mayor Scott Phillips was out of 

town and could not be reached 

for comment.

Gammage did refute an 

assertion that this most recent 

situation was similar to one 

that occurred six or seven 

years ago which also involved 

police offi cers and unnamed 

females.

Allegedly, a similar situation 

involving sexual impropriety 

among Olive Branch police 

offi cers and unnamed female 

persons occurred at a Christ-

mas party several years ago, 

the retired law enforcement 

Mid-South resident has gold mine in American music

Robert Long|DTT

A Memphis SWAT 

and TACT offi  cer runs 

an obstacle course 

during an exercise at 

the Southaven Law 

Enforcement Training 

Facility in Southaven 

on Tuesday.

SWAT teams learn ropes at Southaven course

SEE MUSIC MAN, P2

SEE POLICE, P2

‘You can enjoy a picture from 
Picasso and pay $1 million for 

that picture. But you can’t enjoy 
that like you can music.’

Orestes Perez
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Orestes Perez, 84, has amassed a collection of more than 3,000 musical pieces, converting his vinyl collection to compact disc, in his bed-

room-turned-studio in Coldwater.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839
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Area SWAT and tactical teams, both large 
and small, competed in friendly competition 
and learned some valuable techniques and 
maneuvers during an exercise at the South-
aven Police Department fi ring range and 
training facility off Tulane Drive in South-
aven on Tuesday.

Deputy Alex Coker with the DeSoto 
County Sheriff’s Department assisted in the 

coordination of the event, which featured 
the Memphis Police Department SWAT and 
TACT team, the Southaven Police Depart-
ment SWAT team, the Tupelo Police SWAT 
team, the Rankin County SWAT team, DeSo-
to County SWAT team and Germantown 
Police Department SWAT team, which were 
all among the teams which competed.

“All totaled we had more than seven teams 
competing from around the Mid-South,” 
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