
As DeSoto County Coroner, Josh 
Pounders has to regularly deal with 
death and the end of life. 

But away from the examination table, 
Pounders can rather put his attentions to 
growing life, growing values, and making 
the Christmas season be a special one for 
youngsters and their families.  

On land Pounders’ great-grandfather 
Willie Pounders purchased in the 1930s, 
Josh and his 11-year-old son Jake, a 
fifth-grader at Magnolia Heights School, 
operate Pine Ridge Christmas Tree Farm 
along Fogg Road in Nesbit.  

Pounders started growing trees, the 
majority of which are Leland cypress 
trees, not as a money-making operation, 
he said. Rather, Pounders was intent on 
growing more than trees. He wanted to 
grow a solid future for his son.  

“I wanted to do something that I could 

teach my son some responsibility, work a 
hands-on type of work, and how to build 
something from nothing and be proud of 
the work that you put into it,” said Pound-
ers. “I planted those trees to teach my son 
the value of working for the things that 
he wants in life.”

Jake was only four years old when 
Pounders started planting trees on the 
land surrounding a home he built on 
the property in 2012. The first 350 trees 
were set out early the next year, “and we 
basically planted a field each year for 4-5 
years before we ever cut our first tree,” 
Pounders pointed out.  
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Growing trees, growing values

S’haven 
assault 

suspect in 
custody

A suspect in a shooting 

incident that took place in a 

Southaven residential area late 

last week is in custody and has 

been extradited back to DeSoto 

County..  

According to Southaven 

Police Capt. Jordan Jones, 

Hailey Hall, age 23, is accused 

of aggravated assault. Police 

state that officers were called 

to the Garden Walk area on 

a “shots fired” call. Garden 

Walk is located west of Elmore 

Road and south of Nail Road in 

Southaven.  

The call came in at about 

11:30 a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 30, 

police state. During the investi-

gation, it was determined that 

Hall had fired at an ex-boy-

friend and then fled the scene. 

None of the shots fired hit the 
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DeSoto County supervisors 

met with local state legisla-

tors and those recently elect-

ed to the state Legislature 

about what they hope the 

lawmakers will accomplish 

in the session that begins in 

January.

Supes meet legislators, move voting precinct

SEE SUSPECT  IN  CUSTODY, P2

DeSoto Tımes-TrıbuneDeSoto Tımes-Trıbune

Bob Bakken|DTT

Josh Pounders and his son Jake operate the Pine Ridge Christmas Tree Farm on Fogg Road in Nesbit. Josh Pounders said he started growing 

Christmas trees as a way to help teach his son important values, such as responsibility and hard work. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

So how’s business?
If you’re a business owner, we know you probably hear this phrase often. But at Guaranty Bank, we truly want to know the answer. 

Because at the end of the day, good business moves people. Stop by a Guaranty Branch today or visit gbtonline.com

DeSoto County supervisors have a 
lengthy list of  items they would like to 
see done in the Mississippi State Leg-
islature in the 2020 session that begins 
next month.  

Monday, during the supervisors’ 
regularly scheduled meeting, they were 
joined by several area legislators and 

legislators-elect, to talk about the coun-
ty’s priorities for the coming year. 

The goal of  the discussion was to con-
tinue what Board President Lee Cald-
well said has been a successful commu-
nication history between county leaders 
and their representatives in Jackson.  

“We have a rapport with our legisla-
tors and this allows us to express our 
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Christmas tree farm offers special experiences
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‘I planted those trees to teach 
my son the value of working for 
the things that he wants in life.’

Josh Pounders, 
Pine Ridge Christmas Tree Farm

Hailey Hall


