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WEEKEND HUSTLE! Hustle returns home for Saturday afternoon action. P6

‘Tis the Season’

Holiday time means parade time in 

DeSoto County, a time that started 

Thursday night in Southaven, will 

continue today in Olive Branch and 

Horn Lake, and climax in Hernando on 

Monday. 

This afternoon at 2 p.m., the 41st 

annual Olive Branch Christmas Parade 

will be held and again focus on the Old 

Towne center of the city. Bands, vehicles, 

fl oats and marching groups will again 

trek the route.

Units will be lined up from the Olive 

Branch High School parking lot up to 

Olive Branch Elementary School, where 

the parade will begin. 

From there, the parade will come up 

Pigeon Roost Road into Old Towne, then 

make a turn at Highway 305 and go south 

to College Street, then to Blocker Street 

and end near Blocker and Roberta Drive.  

The theme of the parade is “The Gift of 

Christmas” and the co-Grand Marshals 

this year are Pat and Diane Dorr. 

Pat recently retired as President of 

First Security Bank in Olive Branch and 

Diane was a teacher in DeSoto County 

Schools for many years, retiring from 

Olive Branch Middle School.  

Pat said the city has been an integral 

part of his family’s life.  

“We have seen Olive Branch grow 

Economic 
leaders 

visit
S’haven

State economic offi cials came 

to DeSoto County this week 

to hear from local business 

leaders about what makes this 

a great place to live, while 

touting the things that are 

going well and succeeding on a 

statewide level.

The Mississippi Economic 

Council (MEC), with interim 

President/CEO Scott Waller 

presenting, made one of several 

statewide stops Wednesday to a 

luncheon event at the Landers 

Center in Southaven.  

The MEC is considered the 

state’s Chamber of Commerce 

and Waller is its chief execu-

tive, replacing Blake Wilson, 

who retired earlier this year.  

Wednesday’s meeting was 

as much fact fi nding as it was 

success touting, Waller said.  

“Part of what we’ve included 

this year is a community panel 

and we get them to talk about 

some of the great things that’s 

happening right here in DeSoto 

County that really have an im-

pact on helping this area grow 

and be successful,” Waller said.  

The panel at the Southaven 

event included Southaven May-

or Darren Musselwhite, Baptist 

Memorial Hospital-DeSoto 

Administrator/CEO James 

Huffman, and Rob Chase, Chief 

Operations Offi cer for DeSoto 

County Schools.

Musselwhite pointed to 

Southaven’s location and abil-

ity to maintain a high level of 

Communities welcome Christmas with special events

Robert Long|DTT

Hernando Memo-
rial Park custodian 
and caretaker 
Quincy Randle, 
center, shows 
improvements 
to the historic 
cemetery as Mayor 
Tom Ferguson and 
Alderman Michael 
McLendon look on.

Cemetery complaints down; improvements noted by mayor

SEE SEASON, P2

‘It is an undertaking for sure 
but so worth it seeing the thou-

sands of parade-goers with 
smiles on their faces as we cele-

brate this Christmas season.’

Carmen Kyle, 
Southaven Chamber of Commerce
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A fl oat wishing a Merry Christmas from the City of Southaven helped lead Thursday night’s Christmas Parade of Lights along Stateline Road/
Main Street. Holiday activities this weekend include the Olive Branch Christmas Parade this afternoon, Horn Lake’s Christmas in the Park this 
afternoon and evening, and the Hernando Christmas Parade Monday evening. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

Hernando Memo-

and caretaker 
Quincy Randle, 

improvements 

Alderman Michael 
McLendon look on.

After more than two and a half years of 
steady improvements at Hernando Memorial 
Park, the future is bright for the city-owned 
cemetery.

That might seem odd when talking about a 
cemetery, but Hernando Mayor Tom Ferguson 
is of the opinion that once a new land survey 
of the cemetery is completed, there should 
be enough room at the cemetery, located atop 
a rolling hill off Magnolia and Oak Grove 

streets in the DeSoto County seat, to last well 
into the next half of the 21st century.

“We’ve got enough land to take care of peo-
ple for decades to come,” Ferguson said.

Improvements to the city-owned cemetery 
was a major objective of Ferguson, who be-
lieves in preserving the fi nal resting places of 
citizens and early civic leaders.

About three years ago, citizens spoke out 
at city board meetings about the need to fi x 
erosion problems, misaligning of graves and 

SEE CEMETERY, P2
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