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BACK AT IT! Baseball teams continue playoff  action this weekend in DeSoto County. P6

Wish upon a star

The legendary Disney movie “Pin-

occhio” includes the song, “When You 

Wish Upon A Star,” with the encourage-

ment that if you wish upon a star “your 

dreams come true.”

Northpoint Christian School 

eighth-grader Jordan Cureton has made 

her wish and it will come true, thanks to 

all of her classmates and friends. 

Cureton suffers from Crohn’s Dis-

ease, which is an infl ammation of the 

digestive tract and has no known cure. 

According to the Mayo Clinic, Crohn’s 

can be both painful and debilitating, and 

sometimes may lead to life-threatening 

complications. 

People who deal with Crohn’s can lead 

normal lives but must undergo extensive 

treatment to lessen the symptoms and 

function well.  

Cureton has spent weeks away from 

school dealing with the disease and 

undergoing treatment, including several 

weeks at Le Bonheur Children’s Hospi-

tal in Memphis. At one point, she had 

to spend months not eating or drinking 

anything and took nourishment through 

IVs fed into her body. 

She and her family had become eligible 

for the Make-A-Wish program, which 

grants “wishes” to children who are 

dealing with life-threatening medical 

conditions.  Cureton’s wish was to go to 

Paris, France and the new Disneyland 

Park.

While Cureton has waited to hear 

if her “wish” of going with her family 

would be granted, the senior class of 

Northpoint this year undertook a class 

project of fulfi lling a “wish” to a deserv-

ing youngster. However, they did not 

initially know when they started the 

DeSoto 
group in 
D.C. for 

annual trip

DeSoto County Supervisors 

along with members of the 

DeSoto County Regional Utility 

Authority and mayors and 

aldermen of several cities were 

in the nation’s capital this past 

week to discuss pressing con-

cerns with U.S. lawmakers.

“We always present issues 

that we would like to have their 

input on,” Walls Mayor Patti 

Denison said Friday. “U.S. Sen. 

Roger Wicker and Rep. Trent 

Kelly have always been very 

helpful and we met with U.S. 

Rep. Bennie Thompson and 

Rep. Steven Palazzo,” added 

Denison of the state’s other 

lawmakers. Thompson serves 

the Mississippi Delta region 

and Palazzo serves the 4th Dis-

trict in Mississippi’s southern 

region.

“There are several issues 

which are countywide,” Den-

ison said. “Infrastructure is 

always a big issue.”

One of the more pressing 

issues is how the City of Horn 

Lake will deal with the possi-

bility that the City of Memphis 

will no longer treat the city’s 

wastewater.

“This is a big issue,” Denison 

said. “It involves Horn Lake 

and Southaven but not Walls.”

Denison said her city’s waste-

water is served by the Johnson 

Creek Wastewater Treatment 

Plant. 

DCRUA offi cials are said to 

Northpoint students make classmate’s wish happen

Bob Bakken|DTT

Two of the competitors in the Magnolia Steak Cookoff  event ready 
to grill steak at Latimer Lakes Park in Horn Lake. The event was a 
fund-raiser for the South Branch Lions Club and the new club that has 
formed in Horn Lake. 

Cooking event promotes Lions Club activities

SEE WISH  UPON A STAR, P2
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‘It’s so much love and I am very 
excited.’

Jordan Cureton, Make A Wish recipient
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Northpoint Christian School eighth-grader Jordan Cureton, who suff ers from Crohn’s Disease, reacts when told her “wish” to visit Paris, 
France and the new Disneyland Park located there had been fully funded by the school through fund-raisers and donations. More than 
$12,000 was raised by the school students. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

When “spring is in the air,” the sweet smell of 
grilling tasty steak, barbecue, barbeque, or just 
BBQ, which ever way you want to spell it, is also 
in the air wafting across DeSoto County. 

Such was the case at Latimer Lakes Park in 
Horn Lake when the Magnolia Steak Cookoff, 
hosted by the South Branch Lions Club, took 
place.  

The event was part of a weekend featuring the 
cooking contest and a cornhole tournament on 
the park grounds, according to South Branch 
past president and chairman of the BBQ cooking 
contest David Young.  

“We have 37 teams cooking ribeye steaks 
that are being judged for doneness, appearance 
and fl avor,” Young said. “They’ll be judged 
and awarded points. We’re paying the fi rst fi ve 

teams for winning. First place is $1,000, second 
place is $500, and so on.”

The cooking contest, Young said, is sanctioned 
through the Steak Cookoff Association (SCA) 
and teams compete looking to also qualify 
for the SCA World Championship, set for Fort 
Worth, Texas this October.   

“The points being awarded are being done 
for every cooking contest that they do,” Young 
said.  “The teams that have the highest points 
are selected to go to the World Steak Cookoff 
that is worth $100,000 to the winner.” 

Sanctioned judges were on hand to determine 
the winner, judges such as James Lantrip of 
Sardis, who said he’s been tasting great steak at 
contests for years.

“They want the steak to be medium because 
if it’s overdone, medium rare or rare, you get 
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