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Open to traffic

Drivers who have had to endure a 

nearly two-year-long detour between 

Hernando and points to the south on U.S. 

Highway 51 Tuesday were greeted with 

the news that their extra travel was at 

an end.  

Mississippi Department of Transpor-

tation offi cials announced that a new 

bridge connecting DeSoto and Tate 

counties at the Coldwater River had been 

completed and was open for use.  

Most of the reaction from residents 

about the completion of the $22.7 million 

bridge project involved excitement, a 

sense of relief and looking forward to 

making the trek on the new span.  

The hardship of the traveling public, 

who needed to detour around using I-55 

since the bridge was closed in March 

2016, instead of a direct route on High-

way 51, was noted by Northern District 

Transportation Commissioner Mike 

Tagert.

He was in Southaven Wednesday to 

speak to the Southaven Chamber of 

Commerce Quarterly Luncheon at the 

Landers Center.  

“We’re very thankful for the patience 

of the public,” Tagert said. “The project 

has been a very diffi cult one for many 

reasons, most of which are weather 

related. It is open and it is a stronger, 

bigger bridge that is going to service our 

community for a very long time.”

The old bridge was closed when struc-

tural supports were damaged by the 

fl ooding in 2016.   

The bridge’s construction was origi-

nally set to be considered when funding 

was available at a later date. However, 

fl ooding damage to the original span in 

precipitated the closure and the result-

ing detour while the new bridge was 

Man 
dead 
after 
chase

A 24-year-old Memphis man 

is dead after taking his own 

life following a police chase 

that began when Hernando Po-

lice spotted a vehicle for which 

a “Be On the Lookout,” or a 

BOLO, had been broadcast over 

police radio.

DeSoto County Sheriff Bill 

Rasco said Wednesday the 

incident involved the 24-year-

old man and a juvenile, alleged 

to be 16 years old, who were in 

a vehicle that eluded both Her-

nando Police and deputies with 

the DeSoto County Sheriff’s 

Department.

DeSoto County Interim Coro-

ner Josh Pounders has identi-

fi ed the man as Wesley Andrew 

Brandon, 24, whose last known 

address was in Memphis. He 

had apparently lived in Hawaii 

previously.

Pounders said the man was 

pronounced dead at Baptist 

Memorial Hospital- DeSoto at 

2:05 a.m. Wednesday.

According to Rasco, the 

BOLO was issued out of Jack-

son, Tenn.

“The chase went down 

McCracken Road,” said Ras-

co, adding the incident was 

fi rst reported around 1:30 

a.m. Wednesday. “He got out a 

weapon and committed suicide 

after wrecking his vehicle in a 

yard.”

Hernando Police Chief Scott 

Two-year project for new Coldwater River bridge fi nished

Robert Long|DTT

Hernando Ward 

4 Alderman 

Michael Mc-

Lendon makes 

a point during 

discussion of a 

rezoning issue 

along Mem-

phis Street at 

Tuesday’s board 

meeting.

Parkview zoning gains OK by Hernando aldermen
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‘It is open and it is a stronger, 
bigger bridge that is going to 

service our community for a very 
long time.’

State Transportation Commissioner 
Mike Tagert

DeSoto Tımes-TrıbuneDeSoto Tımes-Trıbune
THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  22,  2018                                                                                                                                                                                     VOL 122   ISSUE  12        50 Cents

Courtesy Mississippi Dept. of Transportation

An aerial view of the Coldwater River Highway 51 bridge, now completed and open to traffi  c. The project took nearly two years to be com-

pleted when the old bridge was deemed unsafe for vehicle traffi  c.  
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Hernando Ward 

4 Alderman 

Michael Mc-

Lendon makes 

a point during 

discussion of a 

rezoning issue 

along Mem-

meeting.

Hernando aldermen approved rezoning for 
a tightly-compacted upscale community off 
Memphis Street — with greenspace ameni-
ties — Tuesday over and above the objections 
of one alderman who argued the R-10 zoning 
classifi cation wasn’t allowed under the city’s 
development plan, a guide or blueprint for the 
city’s future development.

The central argument over what zoning clas-

sifi cation should be allowed on the tree-shaded 
property known as Parkview, a 68.8 acre site 
currently zoned light industrial, pitted the 
former long-time city planner Bob Barber, now 
a private consultant, against Ward 4 Alderman 
Mike McLendon.

Over and over again, Barber reiterated the 
plan, or guide, which McLendon repeatedly 
emphasized, allowed for “clustering” as an 
option on the property, meaning units could be 

SEE REZONING, P2
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