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GETTING WORK DONE! Bulldogs,  Rebels, Tigers  starting  preseason  practice. P6

The adventure begins

Vacation has offi cially ended for what 

is expected to be another record num-

ber of students in Mississippi’s largest 

school district as Monday started classes 

in the DeSoto County School District.  

While offi cial fi gures will not be 

available until later in the fall, DCS 

Supt. Cory Uselton Monday said school 

campuses throughout DeSoto County 

would be seeing more youngsters taking 

part in the opening day.

“It appears our enrollment will be up 

again this year,” Uselton said. “We won’t 

know that for sure until we get some 

more defi nite numbers in the next couple 

of weeks.”

Last year, more than 34,000 youngsters 

attended schools in the county school 

district. It was hoped that online regis-

tration during the past several weeks 

would help smooth things out in the fi rst 

day of school, but several students had 

still not been registered by Monday.  

A line of parents who had not complet-

ed registration was seen going through 

the process at Southaven Elementary 

School Monday morning, for instance.   

“Some of our schools had several 

parents who were registering on the 

fi rst day of school,” Uselton noted. “We 

want to try and accommodate parents 

as quickly as possible but it does make 

it more of a challenge because their 

students are not able to start on that very 

fi rst day like all the rest of the students.”

At Southaven Elementary, the theme 

for the year centered on camping. Shirts 

declaring “The Adventure Begins” were 

worn by all the faculty and staff on the 

Boy 
found in 

Illinois
A young Olive Branch boy miss-

ing since Wednesday was found 

safe in Illinois, according to family 

members over the weekend. 

John Aubrey Peal III, commonly 

called Aubrey, age 14, left his Olive 

Branch home late Tuesday night, 

July 31 and family members re-

ported him missing on Wednesday 

morning, Aug. 1.

A search began for him that 

continued into the weekend until it 

was reported early Sunday after-

noon that Peal was found safe. 

Olive Branch Police continue 

to be tight-lipped and provide few 

details about Peal’s disappearance, 

saying it is an open and active 

investigation. 

But family members have stated 

he was found safe in Illinois and 

Sunday traveled there to meet with 

him.  

Aubrey’s father, John Peal, told 

news partner WMC Action News 

5, the intense media coverage of 

his son’s disappearance ultimately 

led to Aubrey turning himself into 

Illinois offi cials.  

The family believes Aubrey’s con-

tinual video gaming while using an 

application called Discord, where 

gamers can chat with others they 

are playing against, may have been 

behind the youngster’s disappear-

ance. 

According to Discord, the appli-

cation allows gamers to build pri-

vate, invite-only groups. The app 

has been available for three years.  

The person Aubrey was with 

apparently met the young man 

through the app. There has been 

no announcement of charges or 

arrests in the case.

DeSoto County Schools start new instruction year

Robert Long|DTT

This lake at Hawk’s 

Crossing subdivision is 

adjacent to a proposed 

future community park 

which has been placed 

on hold due to ongo-

ing discussion by the 

residents and Board of 

Supervisors.

Hawk’s Crossing Park at issue

SEE ADVENTURE BEGINS, P2

‘Our systems and procedures 
will be put in place the fi rst two 

weeks of school. That sets up 
everything for the rest of the 

year.’

Rhonda Borden, Southaven Elementary School
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Little Brandon Bolanos Ramirez is all business and ready to go to work on his fi rst day of kindergarten at Southaven Elementary School. 

Brandon was among about 750 students being welcomed to the kindergarten-through-fi fth-grade school as DeSoto County Schools start-

ed their 2018-19 year on Monday.
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Students, don’t start school without SAM!
Your SAM bank account will help you get Smart About your Money!  

•	 FREE	Online	Banking		 •	 No	monthly	service	charge
•	 FREE	Mobile	Banking	 •	 ATM	fee	refunds

*Applicants	must	be	a	full-time	student	up	to	24	years	of	age	and	receive	electronic	receipt	of	monthly	statement.	
Fees	may	apply.

Whether or not DeSoto County follows 
through on long-anticipated plans to 
build a county-owned and maintained 
park adjacent to Hawk’s Crossing sub-
division with access from the subdivi-
sion into the park is still undecided as 
supervisors decided to table the issue 
until residents can present a workable 
solution.

Daniel Thomas, President of the 

Hawk’s Crossing Homeowners Associ-
ation and Matt Moore met with DeSoto 
County Supervisors on Monday to 
discuss the issue.

Thomas said he is not opposed to 
the park, as he is aware a park at that 
location has been long planned. He and 
other residents are opposed to allowing 
access to any potential park from with-
in the subdivision, citing traffi c and 
other concerns.

“We’re not opposed to the park but 
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