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Moving on

Traffi c along Interstate 269, the 

nation’s newest super highway, is brisk 

since its opening on Oct. 26  with the 

exact count still being tabulated, accord-

ing to Northern District Transportation 

Commissioner Mike Tagert in an inter-

view with the DeSoto Times-Tribune on 

Monday.

“We have plans to count the traffi c and 

we may have counters in place,” Tagert 

said. “I will check on that.”

Tagert said I-269 was constructed with 

safety in mind, using the latest technolo-

gy to reduce hydroplaning and pooling of 

water on the road surface.

“It’s called an open-graded friction 

course,” added Tagert. “We have utilized 

that newly-developed form of asphalt. 

We try to do everything within Godly 

reason to minimize risk.”

The safety feature in the road surface 

cost a little more but Tagert said the 

safety of the traveling public is worth it.

“It reduces splash and improves vis-

ibility,” Tagert said. “With the kind of 

volume in traffi c that’s expected, it’s so 

important to use that asphalt. I know it 

costs a little more.”

In his fi rst interview on the tragic bus 

accident on Nov. 14 along I-269 which left 

two people dead and more than 44 people 

injured, Tagert said he is awaiting a 

state investigation and a federal inves-

tigation into the crash. Investigations 

into the crash are being conducted by 

the Mississippi Highway Patrol and the 

National Transportation Safety Board.

“I do not know the status of those in-

vestigations,” Tagert said.

Tagert did say indications are there 

was no correlation whatsoever between 

icy conditions which are often found on 

bridges during inclement weather and 

the road surface along I-269.

“We monitor those on a regular basis,” 

said Tagert, referring to icy conditions 

Runoff  
election 

today

Voters across DeSoto County 

will go to the polls today to cast 

ballots for the open U.S. Senate 

seat which was vacated by for-

mer U.S. Sen. Thad Cochran, 

who retired earlier this year.

Polling places in 41 precincts 

are open from 7 a.m. until 7 

p.m.

The two top vote getters in 

the Nov. 6 general election 

were former U.S. Rep. Mike 

Espy and U.S. Sen. Cindy Hyde-

Smith, who was appointed by 

Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant to 

the Senate seat in April.

The U.S. Senate election in 

Mississippi is one of the very 

last in the nation to be decid-

ed and depending upon the 

outcome could signal a solidifi -

cation of Republican control in 

the U.S. Senate or narrow the 

slight majority the GOP cur-

rently maintains in the Senate.

The so-called blue wave 

of Democrats, including the 

election of many new women 

and minority candidates, swept 

control of the U.S. House of 

Representatives.

Either way, Mississippi 

stands to elect the fi rst Af-

rican-American to the U.S. 

Senate in 140 years or the fi rst 

statewide duly-elected woman 

to the nation’s august deliber-

ative body that comprises the 

U.S. Senate.

Interest in the race has 

sparked national attention as 

I-269 traffi  c brisk as state, feds investigate bus 

Photo Courtesy 

WMC-Action News 5

DeSoto County 

EMS crews were 

among fi rst 

responders to 

help assist with 

the casualties in 

the wake of the 

tour bus crash 

along I-269 and 

U.S. Hwy. 78.

EMS crews praised for crash response
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‘We try to do everything within 
Godly reason to minimize risk.’

Mike Tagert, Northern District Transportation 
Commissioner
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An 18-wheel tractor trailer rig makes it way down Interstate 269, the nation’s newest super highway, one day linking Mexico and Canada.
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Students, don’t start school without SAM!
Your SAM bank account will help you get Smart About your Money!  

•	 FREE	Online	Banking		 •	 No	monthly	service	charge
•	 FREE	Mobile	Banking	 •	 ATM	fee	refunds

*Applicants	must	be	a	full-time	student	up	to	24	years	of	age	and	receive	electronic	receipt	of	monthly	statement.	
Fees	may	apply.
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DeSoto County EMS crews were sent 
into the hurricane zone along the Florida 
Panhandle in the wake of Hurricane Mi-
chael last month and the experience was 
an eye-opening one, according to DeSoto 
County EMS Director Mark Davis.

Davis recapped the crew’s mission 
during a recent meeting of the DeSoto 
County Board of Supervisors.

“There were no cell phones and no 

wi-fi ,” Davis said of communications for 
emergency responders sent to the disaster 
area, which included Mexico Beach, one 
of the hardest hit areas. At Mexico Beach, 
there was nothing left. There was no hos-
pital. Pieces of the road were missing. 

“We were sleeping on the Ambus,” 
Davis added, referring to a converted bus 
that can accommodate a dozen medical 
stretchers or more than 30 wheelchair 
patients.

Davis said the DeSoto EMS crew was 
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