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DENIED! Lady Quistors’ forfeiture appeal turned back by MHSAA. P6

Bumper crop

The pumpkins are in — and it looks 

like this year will be a bumper crop for 

Clayton Farms, the Cockrum-based farm 

that produces sweet potatoes, pump-

kins and even muscadine grapes sold 

at the Hernando Farmers Market each 

Saturday by longtime producer Ronald 

Clayton.

Clayton, one of the original growers at 

the award-winning market, which has 

been ranked as the fi fth best in the na-

tion, manages a vegetable farm on more 

than 225 acres in the Cockrum area, east 

of Hernando.

Clayton’s son Jeff Clayton runs the 

large pumpkin stand just off U.S. Hwy. 51 

North.

“We’ve had a better pumpkin crop this 

year than last year,” Clayton said. “Last 

year we had a pumpkin shortage due to 

the fl oods.”

Clayton said the weather this growing 

season, wet during the middle part of 

the summer and extremely dry during 

the past several weeks, has provided 

more than a few challenges for pumpkin 

growers.

“The weather has been fair for pump-

kins,” said Clayton, adding that the farm 

gets additional pumpkins from another 

farmer, located a few miles south of 

Hernando. “The pumpkins are all in. 

We’ve sold a bunch and added a bunch. 

I bet we’ve sold about a thousand so far. 

People are buying them for Halloween 

parties and we even had a couple with a 

Halloween-themed wedding. Photogra-

phers are buying them for photo ses-

sions.”

A group of Hernando High School 

Robber 
nabbed in 

S’haven

A 20-year-old Grenada man 

who the U.S. Army had sought 

for desertion was arrested late 

Friday night and charged with 

robbing a Southaven Dollar 

General story. 

Southaven Police report that 

offi cers were called to the store 

at 980 Church Road shortly 

after 10 p.m. about a robbery 

that had taken place.  

On arrival, an offi cer saw a 

man later identifi ed as Richard 

Peyton Atkins running away 

from the store in the direction 

of the nearby Church Lake 

Apartments complex. 

With the assistance of other 

police offi cers and responding 

DeSoto County sheriff’s dep-

uties, a perimeter was set up 

around the complex.

It was shortly after that At-

kins was found and held until 

he was taken into custody. 

No one was injured in the 

store, but Atkins was treat-

ed for injuries he sustained 

during the pursuit, which 

included him jumping over 

fences in his attempt to evade 

law enforcement.  

Atkins was booked into the 

DeSoto County Jail and has 

been charged with armed rob-

bery and being a fugitive from 

justice.  

No bond was immediately set 

in the case. A court appearance 

Wednesday, Oct. 11 has been 

set.  

Pumpkins produce cash for Cockrum farmers this season
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Candace Findley, a 

forensic interviewer 

with Healing Hearts 

Child Advocacy 

Center on Getwell 

Road in Southaven, 

is among a team of 

dedicated children’s 

advocates at the 

Center, a United 

Way agency.

Healing Hearts Child Advocacy Center impacts lives

SEE PUMPKINS, P2

‘The pumpkins are all in. We’ve 
sold a bunch and added a bunch. 

I bet we’ve sold about a thou-
sand so far. People are buying 

them for Halloween parties and 
we even had a couple with a 

Halloween-themed wedding.’

Jeff  Clayton, Cockrum farmer
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Hernando High School students Ainslee Fuller, 15, Mary Gray, 16, Brooke Berry, 15, and Amy Ellis, 15, pick out the perfect pumpkins for a 

painting project at the Clayton Farms Pumpkin Stand on U.S. Hwy. 51.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839
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Children are the the world’s most precious 
resource but all too often their  lives are 
adversely affected by sexual and emotional 
abuse.

The Healing Hearts Child Advocacy Center 
in Southaven is leading the way in the Mid-
South to shield and protect children, the most 
vulnerable of all victims of sexual, emotional 
and physical abuse.

“Every service we provide is free,” said 

John Hornsby, who serves on the Board of the 
Directors for the Healing Hearts Child Ad-
vocacy Center. “We take in and counsel with 
children who have been abused.”

Darlene Cunningham, Family Advocate for 
Healing Hearts Child Advocacy Center, said 
all too often the subject of sexual or physical 
abuse involving children is taboo and discus-
sion is avoided.

SEE HEALING HEARTS, P2
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First
Security
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662.563.9311  |  firstsecuritybk.com
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Apple Pay &
Android Pay

Are now available at 8 FSB Branches!

Instant Issue Debit Cards

Hernando, Goodman Rd, Olive Branch,
Robinsonville, Sardis, Southaven, Tunica,

and Batesville Main
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