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HUSTLIN’ TO VICTORY! Memphis Hustle enter weekend on win streak. P6

Mission accomplished

There was a time Elizabeth Richard-

son was in the mission fi eld, with her 

husband Ryan and family serving the 

people of the small West African nation 

of Togo, a small strip of land located east 

of Ghana and the Ivory Coast.  

The Richardson family worked to 

encourage rural churches in the third-

world nation that has been independent 

from France since 1960. In particular, 

Elizabeth helped in the development 

of children’s ministry programs in the 

churches they dealt with and learned to 

make connections across cultural and 

language divides. 

Today, Richardson remains committed 

to a mission, a daily mission of teaching 

her second graders at Hope Sullivan 

Elementary School in Southaven the con-

cepts, lessons and practices they need 

to succeed going forward in their young 

lives. 

It is her innovative means to accom-

plish the goal that has set her apart this 

year as the DeSoto County Schools (DCS) 

Teacher of the Year.  

Richardson, who has been a teacher 

at Hope Sullivan since 2015, was recog-

nized Thursday afternoon at the DCS 

School Board meeting, along with the 

individual schools’ teachers of the year.  

Her teaching background has also 

included home schooling, teaching pre-

school and elementary school in Walls, 

Covington, Tenn. and Corning, Ohio. 

But it was her year in Togo that gave her 

an added perspective about her young 

charges and life in general.  

“We worked with them to help develop 

a children’s ministry, because in West 

Africa, the majority of the churches are 

only made up of women and children,” 

Richardson said. “Togo is one of the 

poorest countries in the world, but the 

School 
board 
OK’s

 calendar

DeSoto County Schools (DCS) 

board members Thursday 

afternoon approved a revised 

school calendar for the rest of 

the 2017-18 school year, an ac-

tion parents have been anxious 

in learning to plan for the rest 

of the year.

The revisions in this year’s 

calendar were needed due to 

the lost time from last month’s 

snow and ice storm that put the 

district in danger of having to 

extend the school year to reach 

the state-mandated 180-day 

requirement for a school year. 

The district was also facing 

the possibility of having to hold 

classes on Saturdays to make 

up the lost time. 

The snow and ice forced can-

cellation of classes on Friday, 

Jan. 12 and from Tuesday-Fri-

day, Jan. 16-19, taxing the fi ve 

snow days built each year into 

the calendar that are days off 

from school, unless needed due 

to cancellations.

What made the moves pos-

sible for the DeSoto County 

School District to act involved 

the State of Emergency decla-

ration by Gov. Phil Bryant for 

the affected counties during 

the week of Jan. 15, a district 

policy in place that gives Supt. 

Cory Uselton the power to close 

schools without board ap-

proval, and Attorney General 

Jim Hood’s 2015 opinion that 

District teacher of the year inspires success

Robert Long|DTT

Southaven EMS and 

fi refi ghters, along with 

Sta-Home Health and 

Hospice, Baptist Memo-

rial Hospital-DeSoto, 

Stern Cardiovascular and 

a host of other sponsors 

observed “Go Red for 

Women Friday” to raise 

awareness of heart 

disease.

‘Go Red For Women’ kicks off  Heart Month

SEE TEACHER OF YEAR, P2

SEE SCHOOL CALENDAR, P2

‘It’s a very worthy thing just 
to be a teacher, even to just 

contribute a little to help them 
grow. I see it as a mission.’

Elizabeth Richardson,

 District Teacher of the Year
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Hope Sullivan Elementary School second-grade teacher Elizabeth Richardson leads her students in the daily saying of what it means to 

“grow.” Richardson has been named DeSoto County Schools Teacher of the Year.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

During the month of February, the color 
red signifi es love and affection.

So it’s only natural that the special 
women in our lives deserve plenty of atten-
tion — especially when it comes to heart 
health. Cardiovascular disease is one of 
the leading causes of death among women 
in the United States.

Women and men, for that matter, should 
love their bodies inside and out.

On Friday, paramedics, ambulance 
crew fi refi ghters with the Southaven Fire 
Department joined healthcare profession-
als with Sta-Home Health and Hospice, 
Stern Cardiovascular Center and Baptist 
Memorial Hospital-DeSoto in kicking off 
American Heart Month with “Go Red For 
Women Friday” at Stern Cardiovascular 
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