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REPPIN’ THE USA! Quistor Reed on national team for International Bowl. P6

Icy grip

Senate
leaders
named
BY BOB BAKKEN
STAFF WRITER

Mississippi Lt. Gov. Tate
Reeves has announced committee
assignments for state Senators
during the legislative session
now underway in Jackson and
DeSoto County senators are again
in prominent roles as regarding
what committees they will be
serving on.
State Sen. Kevin Blackwell
(R-Southaven) was named
chairman of the Senate Elections Committee and will be the
Vice-Chairman for the Insurance
Committee. In addition, Blackwell
has been assigned to the committees for Accountability, Efficiency
and Transparency; Business
and Financial Institutions; Drug
Policy; Economic Development;
Education; Finance; Judiciary
Division B; and Medicaid.
State Sen. David Parker (R-Olive Branch) is the chairman
for the Veterans and Military
Affairs committee and is the
Vice-Chairman for the Local and
Private Committee. Parker will
also serve on the committees for
Economic Development; Elections; Finance; Housing; Judiciary Division A; Public Health and
Welfare; and Universities and
Colleges.
State Sen. Chris Massey (R-Nesbit) was named as the Chairman
of the Senate Ethics Committee
and will be the Vice-Chairman of
the Housing Committee. Massey
is also serving on committees for
Education; Finance; Highways
and Transportation; Labor; Municipalities; Tourism; Wildlife;
Fisheries and Parks.
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Brittany Barbee is pelted with freshly-fallen snow by sons Finnley Murdock, 6, and Hawkins Murdock, 3, just oﬀ Hernando’s historic Square.
The trio was visiting Mills and Laurie Barbee of Hernando.

Mid-South grapples with winter storm
BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

Mid-Southerners woke up to a winter wonderland of sorts as a dusting of
snow and ice blanketed the region early
Friday.
Bone-chilling temperatures were
expected to keep some of the slick stuff
around on roads and bridges throughout
the weekend, according to DeSoto County authorities.
“Even though there is a lot of ice and
snow and slick roads out there, the wind
chill factor concerns us,” DeSoto County
Emergency Management Agency Director Bobby Storey said Friday. “It’s going
to be in the teens. The salt and brine
seem to be making the ice melt pretty
good but road conditions are still treach-

‘Even though there is a lot of
ice and snow and slick roads
out there, the wind chill factor
concerns us. It’s going to be in
the teens. The salt and brine
seem to be making the ice melt
pretty good but road conditions
are still treacherous.’
Bobby Storey, DeSoto County EMA Director
erous.”
Storey said local law enforcement and
the Mississippi Highway Patrol have had

their share of accidents on icy roads and
interstates.
“An 18-wheeler overturned on the Tate
County side of the interstate, just over
the Coldwater Bridge, and the accident
blocked traffic for a brief amount of time.
We continue to see a few accidents on the
interstate and we’re also starting to see a
few on the secondary roads,” he said.
DeSoto County Sheriff’s Department
Chief Deputy Sheriff Macon Moore said
his deputies were out early assisting motorists who either had accidents or had
become stranded.
“We’ve been working a lot of wrecks
and there have been a lot of cars off in
the ditch,” Moore said. “So far, there
have been no reported serious injuries
as a result of those accidents.”
SEE ICY GRIP, P2
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DeSoto County Sheriﬀ Bill
Rasco, left, along with
retired Southaven Police
Lt. Jerald Wheeler, now
employed with the Sheriﬀ’s
Department, are launching
the Sheriﬀ’s Citizen Academy.
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VIP, Sheriﬀ’s Academy to involve citizens
BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

Another set of eyes and ears to help
prevent and solve crimes and promote
the public’s safety is the goal of the
DeSoto County Sheriff’s Department
Citizen Academy, the Sheriff’s Citizen
Academy for short, which will be up and
running in February.
Citizens often see things that law
enforcement officers cannot and the new
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Sheriff’s Citizen Academy will kick off
Feb. 20.
“The public is our eyes and ears all the
time,” DeSoto County Sheriff Bill Rasco
said during Thursday’s unveiling of the
Sheriff’s Citizen Academy program.
“We’re taking applications now,” said
former Southaven Police Lt. Jerald
Wheeler who has joined the DeSoto
County Sheriff’s Department as coor-
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