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HIT THE ROAD! Hustle road swing starts after loss to the Lakers. P6

The Power of Yet

Students at a DeSoto County elementary 

school Wednesday learned the importance 

of  a good mindset and what was called 

“The Power of  Yet.” 

Two assemblies for youngsters held at 

Overpark Elementary School in Olive 

Branch brought that message in the form 

of  a story, tricks with yo-yo’s and other 

items that had children expressing sur-

prise, amazement and laughter, all at the 

same time learning a valuable life lesson, 

said Overpark school counselor Stacy 

Conklin.  

The program is called NED’s Mindset 

Mission. NED, the name of  the main 

character in the story told by the program 

presenter, is also an acronym for three 

bits of  encouragement: (N)ever give up - 

understand the power of  yet; (E)ncourage 

others - spark courage in other people; and 

(D)o your best - always be learning and 

growing.  

The theme of  the program fi t well into 

the overlying theme of  the year put forth 

by Overpark educators and Conklin as 

school counselor. The theme is titled “Mis-

sion Possible.” 

An organization called All for KIDZ 

produces the NED’s Mindset Mission as-

sembly with presenters that travel across 

the country. Conklin said no fee is charged, 

however schools that host the assembly 

must be willing to sell NED-messaged 

items, such as yo-yo’s, for a fi ve-day period 

as a “Pay-It-Forward” option for another 

school to host an assembly.  

“I am always looking to fi nd programs 

that will help educate our students, have a 

great message, be kid-friendly and not be 

too costly,” Conklin said. 

The sales of  the items then helps cover 

costs for another school to have NED and 

his Mindset Mission appear at their school.  

Overpark youngsters enjoyed a 45-min-

ute program that had them laughing and 

Man 
arrested, 

faces 
murder 
charges

A DeSoto County man is be-

ing held in the DeSoto County 

Adult Detention Center in Her-

nando on charges of murder 

and being a felon in possession 

of a weapon following the 

shooting death of his brother 

Monday evening. 

Marquis Tantorin Townes, 

age 33 of Hernando, was ar-

rested about 4:15 a.m. Tues-

day morning in Hernando in 

connection with the Monday 

shooting death of his brother, 

Martrez Townes, age 27. 

Offi cials said Marquis 

Townes was seen driving 

Martrez’ truck inside the city 

limits by Hernando Police 

Students learn importance of a good mindset
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The Olive Branch 

headquarters of the 

Northcentral Electric 

Power Association, 

which hopes full 

passage of a bill ad-

dressing broadband 

availability in rural 

Mississippi will open 

the door for it to off er 

high-speed internet 

to its members.

House passes rural broadband bill
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‘I think it’s nice to expose them 
to bigger concepts like growth 

because they understand it 
more than we think they realize.’

Chelsea Boggus, Overpark teacher
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Overpark Elementary School students show amazement at the tricks and presentation given Wednesday afternoon, while learning the 

message of “The Power of Yet” by the NED Show during an assembly held at the school. 
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The Mississippi House of Represen-
tatives has passed the fi rst step toward 
allowing rural Mississippians to be 
able to have access to high-speed inter-
net service through their local power 
cooperatives. 

The Mississippi Broadband Enabling 
Act passed the House on a 115-3 vote 
and is headed to the state Senate for 

consideration.  
It has been known for some time that 

people who live outside the urban areas 
of the Magnolia State have had diffi cul-
ty, if not being able to have at all, access 
to high-speed internet service to their 
home locations.

“We recognized years ago there was a 
broadband gap, there was a rural-urban 
gap,” said Northcentral Electric Power 
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Marquis Tantorin Townes


