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Following a post encouraging violence against Black Lives Matter protesters, a Horn Lake city
employee will not lose her job, after a 4-3 vote from the city’s board of aldermen. The DeSoto 

County NAACP said the result is unacceptable.

Controversial post not a cause for termination, Horn Lake says

See page 2

The DeSoto Times-Tribune is hosting a chil-
dren’s coloring competition — and you could 

win movie tickets and candy.

Enter our coloring contest

See DeSotoTimes.com
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What comes next for our economy?Lawsuit over 
police-involved 

shooting will 
continue

SPD to deploy 
body cams in 

coming months

The pandemic recession is here.
How long will the county’s recovery take?

Meet the people
behind the numbers
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DeSoto County, like the rest of the country, 
is clearly in a recession, marked by historic 

unemployment rates and uncertainty throughout 
the economy. New data about consumers, busi-
nesses and employees in the county suggests that 
this downturn could result in a recovery counted 
in years, not months.

Still, optimism about controlling COVID-19 and 
businesses reopening has caused this recession — 
which is similar to the Great Recession in 2008 by 
many metrics — to seem different to some in the 
community.

DeSoto County has shown improvement in its 
unemployment rate since the start of the pandemic, 
but the recession, taken as a whole, has displaced 
as many workers as any event in the last 30 years. 
In the past two years, the county’s unemployment 
rate has hovered between 3.5% and 5%. 

The county has fared better than the state of 
Mississippi in terms of unemployment, and both 
the state and county — though they have seen one 
of the worst unemployment fallouts in decades 
— have shown marked improvements since May.

Consumer confidence, though down signifi-
cantly from recent years, is still stronger in the 
area than some experts expected. Spending has 
dropped significantly, but some types of businesses 
have seen stabilization. Unemployment is at a 
decade high for the county, but some are hopeful 
that the economic troubles will leave the commu-
nity as quickly as they descended on it.

A U.S. District Court judge has 
denied a motion to dismiss the case 
against the city of Southaven and 
several officers in connection to the 
shooting of Ismael Lopez. 

In 2017, Southaven Police offi-
cers Samuel Maze and Zachary 
Durdenmistakenly went to Lopez’s 
home while trying to serve a domes-
tic violence warrant.

What happened during the 
following altercation is in dispute, 
but it ended with Lopez dead from 
a gunshot to the back of the head. 

The three officers involved 
said that Lopez pointed a rifle at 
them through the door and his dog 
charged them. Lopez’s wife, Clau-
dia Linares, disputes the officers’ 
statement. 

In response to a wrongful death 
suit filed by Linares against the city 
of Southaven, the city argued that 
Lopez’s Fourth Amendment rights 

The Southaven Board of Alder-
men unanimously approved a 
plan for the Southaven Police 
Department to purchase body 
camera equipment from Axon 
during their Tuesday meeting. 

The police department will 
purchase 95 body cameras and 
25 in-vehicle cameras from Axon. 
The cameras will be deployed 
across SPD patrols before the end 
of the year, according to Major 
Wayne Perkins. 

Axon is an international 
company that creates products 
for law enforcement agencies, 
including body-mounted cameras 
and non-lethal tasers. It brands 
itself as a company that solves law 

The economic fallout from the coro-
navirus has changed lives across the 
county. Hear the voices of those who had 
their lives changed by the recession at 
DeSotoTimes.com.

See the full story on page 4

See Shooting suit on page 12

See Body cams on page 12


