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ALL STAR DELIVERY! Redbirds pitcher Woodford to start AAA All-Star Game. P6

New looks, new year

The new school year offi cially began 

July 1, and at the fi rst DeSoto County 

School District Board of Education 

meeting of the new year held Tuesday, 

a change in leadership occurred among 

the board members.  

Milton Nichols assumed the role of 

board chairperson, and Michelle Henley 

was named board secretary. 

Nichols, representing District 1, point-

ed out that board members felt it was im-

portant to share roles in the leadership 

of the county school district governing 

body.  Henley represents District 2. 

Sarah Doss-Thomas, representing Dis-

trict 5, had served as board chairperson 

during the just-completed school year 

through June 30. Sheila Riley (District 4) 

and Ann Jolley (District 3) complete the 

makeup of the board, and both have also 

sat in the leadership chair to operate the 

business of DeSoto County Schools.  

Following the election of offi cers, the 

school board went about an agenda that 

included a report on construction and 

maintenance projects the district is 

undertaking this summer.  

Jerry White, Physical Plant Depart-

ment Director, presented an update on 

projects that are being done during the 

summer vacation period. 

The projects that are completed 

include library fl oor replacement at Her-

nando Middle School, fl oor replacement 

of the gymnasium lobby at Southaven 

Sentencing 
set in 

murder 
case

An Olive Branch man is facing 
life in prison when he returns to 
court in Shelby County, Tennes-
see on July 30 following his con-
viction for fi rst degree murder. 

Jamarcus Miller, age 24 of  Ol-
ive Branch, was recently found 
guilty in the shooting death of  a 
man in Raleigh in 2018. 

Miller was facing several 
charges, including murder, in 
the January 2018 death of  Nicho-
las Brunetti. 

The death of  Brunetti came as 
a part of  an attempted robbery. 
Brunetti’s body was found inside 
a truck in the 5000 block of  Yale 
Road, according to investigators. 

Another person, Kaci Cal-
deron, age 21, is charged as an 
accomplice in the case and is 
also facing murder charges. 

Her next court date is July 29, 
according to jail records. She is 
currently being held in Shelby 
County Jail East in Memphis. 

DCS board elects new offi  cers, begins new school year

Bob Bakken|DTT (fi le photo)

Southaven board members this week removed a wrecker service from 
the city police rotation due to felony convictions of its owners.

SEE NEW LOOKS, NEW YEAR, P2

‘The main thing about it is that 
it’s going to save us a ton of en-
ergy there. We’re really excited 

to get this done.’

Jerry White, DCS Plant Director
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DeSoto County Schools Supt. Cory Uselton (left) congratulates new offi  cers for the district Board of Education elected at the July 2 meet-
ing. Board member Michelle Henley was named Board Secretary and Milton Nichols became the new Board Chair for the 2019-2020 school 
year. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

After much discussion and 
debate, the Southaven Board 
of  Aldermen voted to ap-
prove the removal of  Gossett 
Wrecker Service from its city 
rotation at their board meet-
ing Tuesday night.

The recommendation to re-
move the service was made by 
the Southaven Police Depart-
ment, and Captain Mark Little 
briefed board members on the 
department’s behalf. Little 
explained that all three oper-
ators listed on the business 
license are convicted felons. 
All three were indicted by a 
DeSoto County Grand Jury for 
tax evasion in 2017. 

Two pled to the charges, 
while the other, Eddie Gossett 
Jr., pled to a non-adjudication 

sentence but was later indict-
ed again in February 2019 in 
Circuit Court on charges of  
embezzlement by the Missis-
sippi Tax Commission. Gos-
sett, Jr. pled to both the 2017 
charge and the 2019 charge on 
June 12 of  this year.

“By the wording on our 
policy, it distinctly says that no 
owners, managers nor drivers 
shall be allowed to participate 
on the wrecking rotation with 
us if  they have been convicted 
of  a felony,” Little said.  

The attorney representing 
Gossett Wrecker Service, LLC 
(Limited Liability Corpora-
tion) explained that Gossett 
Jr. surrendered his managing 
membership interest in the 
LLC on June 8 prior to his 
June 12 conviction and that 
wife Misty Gossett is now the 

sole owner and member of  
the LLC. The attorney argued 
that, since the LLC is the 
owner and legal entity under 
the policy and since the three 
people named with the felo-
nies have not been involved in 
managing, driving or owning 
the business since their con-
viction, the business is not in 
violation of  the policy.

City Attorney Nick Manley 
explained the defi nition of  an 
LLC, which is created to pro-
tect individuals from liability, 
and said that from a legal and 
technical aspect, Gossett Jr. 
has had no ownership interest 
as of  June 8. 

However, Mayor Darren 
Musselwhite pointed out that 
Gossett Jr. surrendered his 
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