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HOG  CALLING! New Razorback coach meets with area boosters. P6

Making its mark

In a place known for its historical im-

portance to DeSoto County and the state 

of  Mississippi, the place called Hernando 

now has another marker which will always 

tell the story of  education in the midst of  

racial discord. 

It is but a marker, but it will have quite a 

story to tell, about how African-American 

children moved from being taught inside 

churches into their own public school 

building before full integration of  the 

school system took place in the early 1970s. 

“We can tell the whole story behind the 

school,” said Rev. Andrew Miller. “I grad-

uated in 1969 and I was in the next-to-the-

last class they graduated. It was a village 

raising a village.” 

Miller was speaking Saturday about his 

school, what was called Hernando Central 

and now is called Oak Grove Central Ele-

mentary School.

Saturday, a Mississippi State Historical 

Marker was unveiled at a ceremony in 

front of  the building at 893 West Oak Grove 

Road in Hernando. The marker details 

information about the school, the fi rst Afri-

can-American public high school in DeSoto 

County, which ran as such from 1958-1970 

during what was called the Equalization 

Period of  American education.  

It was in the 1950s that school systems, 

primarily in the South, were building 

“equalization schools.” It was a last-ditch 

effort to stave off  full integration of  the 

public school system, to make schools 

“separate but equal.”

Hernando Central became one such 

school, a building for African-American 

students from grades 1-12, with James T. 

McGlowan as its fi rst principal. It ran from 

1958-1970 with Miller’s class of  1969 being 

the next-to-last class to earn diplomas from 

Judge 
blocks 

abortion 
ban

(Editor’s Note: The following 
is reprinted with permission.)

Mississippi’s controversial 

six-week abortion ban won’t 

take effect this summer — at 

least not yet.

Days after a hearing on the 

matter, U.S. District Judge 

Carlton Reeves issued an order 

Friday afternoon temporarily 

blocking the ban, which had 

been set to take effect July 1.

“Here we go again. Missis-

sippi has passed another law 

banning abortions prior to 

viability,” Reeves wrote in the 

opening sentences of his order.

Reeves’ ruling underscored 

questions he asked in this 

week’s hearing, including that 

he already permanently struck 

down Mississippi’s 15-week 

ban, which the Legislature 

passed during the 2018 legis-

lative session. His decision 

spoke to a U.S. Supreme Court 

precedent on abortion, as es-

tablished by Roe v. Wade (1973), 

that protects a woman’s ability 

to have an abortion until the 

fetus can live outside of the 

womb, typically after the 21st 

week of pregnancy. If a fetus is 

not viable at 15 weeks, it is not 

viable at six weeks, he wrote.

The six-week ban “threatens 

State marker honors school’s historical impact

Bob Bakken|DTT

Fire Capt. Bill Cannata, 
originator of the Autism 
Law Enforcement 
Coalition (ALEC) train-
ing program for fi rst 
responders, speaks at 
a training session held 
in Southaven. The ALEC 
program addresses the 
uniqueness of dealing 
with people who are in 
the autism spectrum.

Autism awareness for fi rst responders presented
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‘We can tell the whole story be-
hind the school. It was a village 

raising a village.’

Hernando alderman 
Rev. Andrew Miller
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From left, Dr. James T. McGlowan II, the son of Hernando Central’s fi rst principal, and Rev. Andrew Miller, who headed the committee that 
made it a reality, unveil the State Historical Marker recognizing what is now Oak Grove Central Elementary as DeSoto County’s fi rst Afri-
can-American high school between 1958-1970.
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Coalition (ALEC) train-

uniqueness of dealing 

the autism spectrum.

Five years ago, Bill Cannata came to 
DeSoto County for the fi rst session of 
his Autism Law Enforcement Coalition 
(ALEC) training for fi rst responders. 

Cannata is a Captain with the West-
wood, Mass. Fire Department and 
has a son, Ted, who has autism. It was 
through his son that Cannata’s interest 
in autism began, in particular, how his 

fellow fi rst responders interacted with 
people on the Autism Spectrum Disor-
der (ASD).

Cannata’s fi rst visit to DeSoto Coun-
ty came through the Arc Northwest 
Mississippi to train law enforcement 
offi cers, fi refi ghters and EMTs that 
working with autistic people is a little 
different from dealing with other peo-
ple.  

“In the fi rst responders’ communi-
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