
Sabra Cable, who has worked 

in real estate for 15 years, has 

never seen anything like this.

The housing market in DeSoto 

County, defying most expecta-

tions of a pandemic-era economy, 

is now hotter than it has been for 

years.

The county has been in the top 

100 hottest housing markets in 

the U.S. for the past three months, 

and housing inventory, includ-

ing the number of houses with 

reduced prices, have decidedly 

dropped since February, accord-

ing to data from the Federal 

Reserve Bank of St. Louis.

“It’s crazy right now,” she said. 

“I’ve never seen it this way.”

Cable, who had eight offers 

on one Lewisburg house in one 

day earlier this week, said she 

isn’t quite sure why the market 

is reacting this way. She does 

know that the exceptionally low 

inventory of available houses 

have added to the frenzy to buy 

homes, even at higher-than-nor-

mal prices, she said.

Cable isn’t the only realtor who 

has noticed the historic market. 

Amanda Hayden, who has been a 

realtor for six years, said that the 

state of the market is basically a 

result of an extreme, continued 

shortage of houses for sale.

“I almost sold a house yester-

day that I’d never even been in, 

which I’ve never done before,” 

Hayden said of a house in Olive 

Branch that already had 10 offers 

from buyers. “We wrote the offer 

before we even went there.”

Hayden said that prices on 

homes have increased greatly, 

but there is no slowdown in 

sight. When she started working 

in DeSoto County, houses were 

selling at an average of $89 per 
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Businesses 
stabilize 
in some 
markets
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As much of the 
economy struggles, 
seller’s market has 

no end in sight

Teireney Wilson keeps COVID-19 from
spreading through the hospital.

That’s not her most important work.

Real estate market at a record high

‘No other place I’d be’

100 years of suffrage

Daniel Payne | DTT

New subdivisions are popping up all around the county to try to keep up with the extreme demand for houses in 
a historic market.

Erin Killion | DTT

Teireney moves through the hall, where she greets everyone she passes.
Courtesy: Wikimedia Commons

Owners signal 
cautious optimism 

for uncertain future

Thousands of Mississippi-

ans have spent the spring of 

2020 largely stuck at home 

because of the coronavirus 

pandemic. The uncertainty 

of the times has reverber-

ated through all sectors 

of the economy, but some 

businesses have recovered 

to pre-pandemic revenues or 

even exceeded them. These 

businesses aren’t all pandem-

ic-proof, but some are pan-

demic friendly. This success 

varies greatly depending on 

your industry. 

House To Home, a Southav-

en home decor store, has seen 

an increase in business since 

the stay-at-home orders were 

lifted in Mississippi because 

people are still staying at 

home crafting. 

“Stay-at-home moms, if 

they were laid off from their 

job, they might have picked 

up crafting and started 

crafting for people in their 

neighborhood,” said Beth 

Davidson, the owner of House 

To Home. 

It doesn’t take long following Teireney Wilson 

through the hallways, rooms and labs of Meth-

odist Olive Branch Hospital to feel the magne-

tism of her bright smile and brighter spirit that 

pulls doctors, nurses, staff and patients toward 

her.

She simply walks in a room and people will 

appear — popping out from behind doors and 

corners, emerging from other rooms at the 

sound of her voice. She arrives at new locations 

all across the hospital, often with a cart full of 

sanitizing supplies in tow, marking a highlight 
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