
If  you drive along an Olive Branch 
roadway some Saturday morning, you 
may come up upon her, a black trash bag 
in hand, occasionally spying something 
along the roadway and stooping down to 
pick it up.   

You might have also spotted her old 
black pickup truck parked on the side of  
the road, likely a bit behind her, as that 
was where her roadside walk began. 

For Olive Branch resident Michelle 
Taylor, her Saturday walks accomplish 
a bit of  walking exercise for her. But the 
real reason for her being outdoors on 
most Saturday mornings, as she has done 
for more than 20 years, is her wanting to 
make the city she lives in just a little bit 
prettier, or at least less trashy.  

“Really it was just human nature and 
seeing the need,” Taylor said. “If  not me, 
then who? We have to start somewhere so 
it was in my area and now I’ve gone all 
over our city.”

Taylor said she remembers having pic-
tures taken of  her on her walk for litter 
as far back as 2003, but knows she has 
done this long before that.  She estimates 
that she has been walking the streets and 
roadways for about 23 years.  

Taylor began her one-person campaign 
after seeing the trash that was building 
up on the street near her home but now 
she has expanded the target area into 
other parts of  Olive Branch. 

Saturday, she was walking along State-
line Road east of  Pleasant Hill, but as she 
said, “Highway 178 is on my hot list right 
now because people just don’t care.”

The Olive Branch woman doesn’t 
spend a lot of  time on the roads, likely 
no more than a half-hour a weekend, but 
Taylor said every little bit helps.   

“This is my Father’s world,” Taylor 
explains. “We’re here visiting, passing 
through, whatever you want to call it. If  
we’re going to make a big ol’ mess of  it, 
then it’s not going to be on my watch.”

Her crusade for roadside cleanliness is 
funded by Taylor herself. She said a lady 
saw her once and gave her $20, which 
Taylor told her would go to buy more 
trash bags.

Much of  the trash she has found are 
old beer bottles and Taylor can only 
estimate the more popular brands by 
those she finds. However, Taylor is more 
concerned that the beer bottles to her 
only indicate that not only is there a 
litter problem, but there’s also a “drink-
ing while driving problem,” as Taylor 
explains.  

Taylor said she has been environmen-
tally “green” since the sixth grade,

“Besides the personal satisfaction of  
getting a job done, the exercise alone 
is worth the investment,” Taylor said. 
“I’m sure I’ll have ‘job security’ with this 
hobby.”  

You’ll hear a lot of  people say how first 
appearances mean a lot to a communi-
ty. Officials will detail how companies 
have turned away from relocation deals 
if  they discover litter along the road, a 
sight that makes them question the pride 
residents have in their city where they 
live. Taylor in fact recalled a visit she 
had once to another major city that had 
an indelible impression on her. 

“I remember being in Detroit once and 
one of  the first signs I saw was the trash 
all around,” Taylor said. “I’m just trying 
to do my part.”
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Crusade for cleanliness

DeSoto County storm recovery continues
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Michelle Taylor is an Olive Branch woman who dedicates at least 30 minutes most weekends to walking a roadway and picking up trash and 

litter. Taylor has done this for more than 20 years.

Progress continued this week on the cleanup began from 
Sunday’s strong storms that came through DeSoto County. 

Winds that reached at least 60 miles an hour, possibly 
stronger, along with thunderstorms on Easter Sunday, 
came through the county.

The storm system came in two waves, the first early in 
the morning and the second coming late Sunday night.  
While the quick surge late Sunday was the more signifi-
cant, Michael Bellipanni with Northcentral Electric Coop-
erative in Olive Branch said the early morning system also 
affected some of  the cooperative’s customers.  

“Our work began early Sunday when the first round of  
thunderstorms came through,” Bellipanni said. “Lightning 
caused a transformer fire in the Pleasant Hill area that had 
our crews rebuilding two poles. We got power restored to 

the roughly 130 members that were affected by mid-day.”
DeSoto County Emergency Management Agency Director 

Chris Olson said it was the Sunday night weather surge 
that had the strongest impact on the county overall.  

“The last round of  the weather event was kind of  our 
biggest kicker,” Olson said. “We had rain all day but the 
last round in the evening was the worst for us in the county. 
What it created was a big wind event and a flash flooding 
event. We had a lot of  trees and power lines get blown over 
in sporadic areas in the county that have caused a lot of  
power outages.” 

It was the flooding and power outages that resulted in 
several roads in the county to be closed. 

Among the roads closed, according to the DeSoto Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Department, were McCracken Road between 
Vinson and Slocum, closed due to a tree in the roadway; 
the westbound lane of  Brantley Road at U.S. Highway 61 
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Olive Branch woman spends weekends on trek to stop litter
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If we’d all do what we’re pre-
sented with, this would be a 

better place.’

Michelle Taylor

WARM WELCOME! New Bulldog coach gets player support. P6
County reports
new COVID-19

cases

Mississippi health offi-
cials, in its updated report on 
coronavirus cases Wednesday 
morning, indicated that a third 
person has died in DeSoto 
County from COVID-19. 

The death was among 122 
people in Mississippi who 
have died from the virus, 11 
more from what health offi-
cials reported on Tuesday. 
The Mississippi State Depart-
ment of Health indicated the 
state had 3,360 positive cases 
of COVID-19 that have been 
logged through Tuesday, April 
14 at 6 p.m. The number was 
a sizable jump in cases of 273, 
compared to what MSDH re-
ported on Tuesday morning.  

DeSoto County remained the 
county with the second-high-
est number of positive cases 
in Mississippi at 199. Hinds 
County remained the area of 
the state with the most cases 
at 280. 

A total of 12 people in Lau-
derdale County had become 
a fatal victim to coronavirus, 
making it the county with the 
most number of deaths.  

State officials are also count-
ing the number of long-term 
care facilities that have seen 
outbreaks of the virus. A total 
of 66 facilities have seen cases 
inside their buildings, include 
one in DeSoto County.  

Contrary to other states, 
Mississippi, while reporting 
the number of positive cases, is 
not enumerating the number of 
patients who have survived the 
virus during the pandemic. 

Another development Tues-
day in the pandemic affecting 
Mississippi is that Gov. Tate 
Reeves declared that school 
buildings in the state would be 
closed for the remainder of the 
school year. Reeves did say that 
remote, or distance learning 
would continue for the remain-
ing weeks of the year.  

Mississippi is still under a 
shelter-in-place order. MSDH 
continues to operate a 24-hour 
hotline for questions about 
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The barriers were up blocking traffic from 

continuing west on Holly Springs Road Mon-

day morning after heavy rain and wind swept 

through DeSoto County. It was part of a larger 

system that included tornadoes striking parts 

of the state, leaving at least 12 people dead on 

Easter Sunday. The barricades at Holly Springs 

Road were reopened Monday afternoon.


