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THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES! Dizzy Dean Series ends in Southaven. P6

Not many married couples can work well 

together, much less build a popular, thriv-

ing restaurant. But for Steve and Sandy 

Stewart, working together comes easy.

Steve and Sandy are the former owners 

of  The Neighborhood Grill, a small hole-

in-the-wall diner located on Highway 178 

across from the Maywood subdivision in 

Olive Branch. The pair, who bought the 

restaurant in September 2017, sold it back 

to the previous owners earlier this month 

to spend more time together.

Steve and Sandy, who have two daughters 

and three grandsons, will celebrate their 

33rd anniversary in August. The couple 

met at a convenience store called the 

Han-dee Shop in Philadelphia when Steve 

came in to restock the coolers one night 

while she was visiting a friend. They were 

married two months later.

“[It was] love at first sight,” Sandy said. 

“It does exist.”

The pair moved to Southaven in July 

1990. For over two decades, Steve worked 

for the Southaven Police Department and 

Sandy worked at a job that she eventual-

ly grew to hate after a large corporation 

bought her company out. After Steve an-

nounced his plans to retire from the police 

department 28 years later, she knew that 

she needed a change because she didn’t 

want her grandchildren to remember her 

as a bitter woman who hated her job.

One day, Steve texted Sandy a picture 

of  a restaurant he had seen for sale on 

Craigslist. Soon, the owner of  the Neigh-

borhood Grill had emailed him back, and 

they bought the restaurant. 

The restaurant continued to grow and 

became popular for the hospitality, good 

food and small-town charm. Regular cus-

tomers continued to be a staple. Visitors 

passing through town are even attracted 

here.

“People would come in there and eat and 

School 
board 

agrees 
on SRO 

contracts

DeSoto County Schools (DCS) 

moved ahead last week and 

took another step in address-

ing school safety and security 

issues on its campuses. 

The DCS school board adopt-

ed contract agreements with 

the cities of Hernando, South-

aven, Horn Lake and Olive 

Branch, along with the DeSoto 

County Sheriff’s Department, 

for School Resource Officers, 

or SROs.

Addressing the need for a 

consistent officer presence in 

schools has been a high priori-

ty for the district and for local 

governmental bodies.  

Last week on Monday, Sheriff 

Bill Rasco discussed with the 

DeSoto County Board of Super-

visors the SRO situation and 

stated his department was four 

short of having officers at all of 

the schools in the unincorpo-

rated areas of the county.

Rasco said he had funding 

in the current year budget to 

hire the additional officers 

and asked for $291,000 in next 

year’s budget to continue pay-

ing them past the start of the 

new fiscal year in October.  

Supervisors agreed to Ras-

co’s request to fund the four 

positions, adding that SROs 

Couple reflects on years in restaurant business

Bob Bakken|DTT

Former Mississippi Supreme 

Court Chief Justice Bill Waller 

Jr. makes a point during his 

speech to the DeSoto County 

Republican Women meeting 

last week in Southaven. Waller, 

Hernando state Rep. Robert 

Foster and Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves 

are continuing their campaigns 

for the Republican 

gubernatorial nomination in 

the Aug. 6 primary. 

Reeves floats runoff possibility

SEE WORKING WELL TOGETHER, P5
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‘We’ve always been able to work 
well together. I get on his nerves 
and he gets on mine, but that’s 

just part of marriage.’

Sandy Stewart
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Steve and Sandy Stewart, the former owners of The Neighborhood Grill in Olive Branch, have been married nearly 33 years and have discov-

ered both the joys and challenges of operating a restaurant as a married couple.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

So how’s business?
If you’re a business owner, we know you probably hear this phrase often. But at Guaranty Bank, we truly want to know the answer. 

Because at the end of the day, good business moves people. Stop by a Guaranty Branch today or visit gbtonline.com

(This article is reprinted with 
permission)  

Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves, long considered 
the front-runner for the Republican 
nomination for governor, has begun 
acknowledging the notion of an Aug. 27 
runoff for the first time in the 2019 race.

Reeves, who has largely ignored 
his primary opponents this year and 
focused his messaging on Democratic 
front-runner Jim Hood, faces state Rep. 
Robert Foster (R-Hernando) and former 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Bill 
Waller Jr. in the Aug. 6 primary.

If no candidate earns more than 50 
percent of the vote, the top two vote-get-
ters will square off in a runoff election 

SEE RUNOFF POSSIBILITY, P2
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