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SMASH HIT! Lewisburg claims DeSoto County tennis team title. 

Party time

Having a good time enjoying a hobby in-

terest that also serves an important service 

when severe weather or disasters strike 

was a good reason for a “party” Saturday 

in a school parking lot. 

Amateur radio operators from the Chick-

asaw Amateur Radio Association (CARA) 

and the Olive Branch Amateur Radio Club 

(OBARC), along with the DeSoto Compos-

ite Squadron of  the Civil Air Patrol, spent 

12 hours in the parking lot of  Pleasant Hill 

Elementary School attempting to make 

contact with the rest of  the world, or at 

least the rest of  the country. 

They joined other operators in what 

OBARC president Shawn Braddock called, 

“The Mississippi QSO Party.”

“The reason for today is to do two 

things: fi rst, have fun, and second, test our 

emergency communications throughout 

the state,” said Braddock. “A contest is in 

place to allow operators around the United 

States to try to reach Mississippi.”

The American Radio Relay League 

(ARRL), in existence for 105 years, has 

about 154,000 amateur, also called ham, 

radio operators in the United States. 

About 7,000 are in other countries.  It 

exists to work with the Federal Communi-

cations Commission, or FCC, and the In-

ternational Telecommunications Union. 

It also promotes amateur radio’s impor-

tance as a medium for communica-

DeSoto 
Central 

Ninth Grade 
Academy 
approved

DeSoto County school board 

members Monday approved the 

construction of a Ninth Grade 

Academy building for DeSoto 

Central High School, similar to 

one now functioning at South-

aven High School. 

Many schools have taken 

to having separate buildings 

for ninth graders, to help ease 

overcrowding and also help 

freshman students more easily 

make the transition from mid-

dle school into high school.  

Southaven became the fi rst 

DeSoto County Schools campus 

with a ninth grade academy 

building in 2014 as that school 

grew in numbers. 

Supt. Cory Uselton, former 

principal at DeSoto Central 

before being elected as district 

superintendent, said increased 

growth around the DeSoto Cen-

tral High School attendance 

center makes the academy idea 

a wise choice there, as well.  

“The student enrollment at 

DeSoto Central High School 

has grown consistently for 

several years,” Uselton said. 

“There has also been a signif-

icant increase in residential 

developments in the DeSoto 

Central area. This classroom 

addition will relieve over-

crowding in the building. It 

Amateur radio operators make worldwide contact

Bob Bakken|DTT

Two men walked along Star 
Landing Road west of High-

way 51 Saturday morning, 
looking for litter as part of 

the start of Spring Clean Up 
Week in DeSoto County. The 

men were connected to a 
group that was based out of 

Memphis Stone and Gravel 
Company’s DeSoto plant 

that worked around its 
location off  Highway 51. 

County holds Spring Clean Up event
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‘It’s absolutely vital and is a very 
important part of any kind of emer-
gency. Every time there are tornado 

warnings and watches in this area, our 
local repeaters and clubs and associ-
ations get on the air and direct that 

everybody get off  the air and then we 

put a net control station in place.’

Shawn Braddock, 
Olive Branch Amateur Radio Club
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Ed Thornburg, president of the Chickasaw Amateur Radio Association, “takes the air” to make a contact with a long-distance operator 
during Saturday’s Mississippi QSO Party with the Olive Branch Amateur Radio Club and the local Civil Air Patrol. A base station was set up in 
the Pleasant Hill Elementary School parking lot where operators were making contacts for 12 hours on Saturday. 
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DeSoto County got busy with its 
spring cleaning on Saturday, the start 
of this year’s Spring Clean Up Week 
that continues through this coming 
Sunday.  

“Saturday was an overwhelming suc-
cess….and we are still going strong!” 
said County Environmental Services 

Director Ray Laughter. “There were 
over 800 documented participants and 
this upcoming Saturday, the City of 
Horn Lake, the City of Walls, and Wood-
land Lakes in Eudora will have their 
events. They have over 200 participants 
signed up to help with their Clean Up. 
That will make 45 total teams and over 
1,000 total participants.”

Kicked off early Saturday at the Mem-
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