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Celebrate Christmas safely by enjoying the best lights 
displays in DeSoto County. See a map of some of the 
brightest lights on page 7.

The second COVID-19 vaccine 
approved for use in the United 
States was given to health care 
workers at Methodist Olive Branch 
hospital Wednesday morning. 

The newest vaccine, made 
by Moderna, was distributed to 
much of the country via a McKes-
son distribution center in Olive 
Branch.

Days later, the first doses are 
being given in the county. The first 
vaccine approved, which is made 
by Pfizer, would not have been 
available in large enough quan-
tities on its own to meet the time-
line of vaccination of Mississippi, 
according to State Health Officer 
Dr. Thomas Dobbs. 

The Moderna and Pfizer 
vaccines are both highly effective 
and require two doses for the most 
protection.

“I just feel like it’s the respon-
sible thing to do for my family,” 
Rachel Felkins, an ICU nurse at 
Methodist Olive Branch who took 
the vaccine Wednesday, said.

Felkins has two children and 
elderly parents, so she said that 
she felt she should avoid infection 
by taking the vaccine.

“If this is something that could 
potentially protect my family then 
I’m going to do it,” she said.

Felkins said she took time to 
learn more about the medication 
and talked to doctors about it, 
leading her to feel confident in 
taking it. She hopes others will 
take the same steps of educating 
themselves on the science before 
deciding whether to take the 
vaccine, she said. 

Though the first doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine were given in 
DeSoto County and Mississippi 
last week, the danger of the 
pandemic is far from over — by 
many measures, it’s worse than 
ever.

Last week, DeSoto County 

Cars wrapped around The Landers 
Center in Southaven last Wednesday morn-
ing as people waited for the chance at getting 
a few boxes of groceries from Sacred Heart 
Southern Missions’ food pantry. 

“This is the longest line I’ve seen in 
two years of doing this,” said Melissa Ellis, 
Assistant Volunteer Program Coordinator 
for Sacred Heart Southern Missions (SHSM). 

This monthly food pantry acts as a 
supplement for those who already receive 
food assistance from SHSM. Cars began 
lining up before 7 a.m., though volunteers 

wouldn’t start distributing the food until 10. 
This is because a voucher for this pantry is 
only good if you get to the front of the line 
before the food runs out — and it always 
does. 

“It’s worth the wait,” said Andre John-
son, who’s been using SHSM food pantries 
since April. “$50 in groceries might not 
seem like a lot to some, but for us it’s the 
only thing keeping us from having to skip a 
lot of meals.”

Over 15% of DeSoto County residents will 
experience food insecurity in 2020, accord-
ing to projections from Feeding America, a 
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Best lights in the county

Meeting the need

The groups that keep holiday hunger 

at bay in DeSoto County
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A line of cars for Sacred Heart Southern Mission’s drive-thru food 

pantry wrapped around The Landers Center in Southaven.

DeSoto’s Best is here.
Nominations are open now  |  See DeSotoTimes.com


