
BUSINESS 3

OPINION                                               4

PUZZLES/OBITUARIES 5

SPORTS 6

JULY 4 IN  DESOTO                        7

CLASSIFIEDS                                     8

A R E A  D E AT H S  |  PAGE 5
Verna Mae Rogers McAlexander, 88

desototimestribune.com
662-429-6397
2342 Hwy, 51 North
NESBIT, MS 38651

TROPHY DASH! DeSoto County welcomes fi rst session of Dizzy dean action. P6

Celebrating our heroes

Without veterans, the Fourth of  July 

would have been just another day in our 

lives. In fact, without veterans, we may 

have sung “God Save The Queen” or anoth-

er country’s anthem Thursday instead of  

the “Star Spangled Banner.” 

Because of  the service and sacrifi ce of  

the armed forces over 243 years of  Ameri-

ca’s existence, they provide an important 

reason for Americans to celebrate our 

independence. 

The DeSoto County Museum held a gath-

ering Wednesday night before the start of  

the Fourth of  July holiday to honor what 

has been done by the county’s service men 

and women through the years. 

“We’re here for the singular purpose 

of  honoring our heroes,” said museum 

curator Robert Long before the group that 

fi lled the main entry area to the facility on 

Commerce Street in Hernando.  

“We want to honor them before their 

voices are no longer with us. We want you 

to hear from them. These people sacrifi ced 

for us, and we are free because of  them.”

As part of  that statement, Long encour-

aged all to take a moment and sit down to 

hear the stories of  DeSoto County vet-

erans. He said the museum had plans to 

include recordings of  those who served in 

the armed forces from the county, saying 

the contributions were as easy as record-

ing their stories into a smartphone or 

voice recorder and then sending it on to 

him through an email to desotocountymu-

seum@gmail.com or through a text to his 

cell phone.  

There already is a veterans’ exhibit at 

the county museum that dates through the 

beginnings of  DeSoto County.  Long wants 

the recordings to provide an interactive 

future addendum to the exhibit displays.  

As part of  the Wednesday program, two 

Second 
arrest 

made in 
theft,

shooting

The second man authorities 

said was involved in the car 

theft and shooting of a Hernan-

do man has been arrested. 

Andre Morris, age 22, was 

being held at the Shelby Coun-

ty Jail in Memphis on charges 

of being a fugitive from justice 

without a warrant Friday 

evening. Morris was booked 

into jail early Friday afternoon 

after U.S. Marshals found and 

arrested him in the area of Mt. 

Moriah and Hickory Hill.  

Authorities believe Morris 

was the man who assisted 

Brandon Webber in the theft 

and shooting of a victim on a 

Hernando street back on 

Museum remembers sacrifice on holiday weekend
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A variety of new 

state laws passed in 

the Legislature and 

signed by Gov. Phil 

Bryant at the state 

Capitol in Jackson 

this past session 

went into eff ect with 

the start of July.

Pay raises, safety addressed by new laws 
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We’re here for the singular pur-
pose of honoring our heroes. We 
want to honor them before their 

voices are no longer with us.’

Robert Long, DeSoto County Museum Curator
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From left, DeSoto County Museum Curator Robert Long awarded Diane and R.G. Moore a museum Spirit Award Wednesday evening for their 

eff orts in establishing a DeSoto County Veterans Park in front of the Landers Center in Southaven. 
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Teacher pay raises, school safety and 
criminal penalties are among the topics 
addressed by new Mississippi state laws 
that went into effect with the start of 
July.  

Several laws will have a direct effect 
on the Mississippi school system. Under 
the new bills, teachers will get a $1,500 
pay raise, school administrators are 

banned from using corporal punish-
ment on any student with a disability 
or special-education plan and all public 
schools are now required to conduct 
active-shooter drills.

Other safety issues addressed in-
clude church protection, terror threats 
and guns in courthouses. Retired law 
enforcement offi cers may now work 
in church security or in security for 
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