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Art for the ages

Since about 2001, youngsters coming 

to Hernando’s Conger Park to swing and 

slide and have a lot of  fun have been 

greeted by a welcoming arch decorated 

by children of  another generation.  Some 

of  the playground equipment also had 

artistic creations the kids were able to 

see and savor while getting ready to take 

their turn on the slide and such.  

But, as with most everything, time 

takes it toll and what was once bright 

bits of  wooden tiles depicting the heart 

of  a child soon started to fade and dull.  

The Hernando Parks and Recreation 

Department teamed up with the DeSoto 

Arts Council and the Hernando Opti-

mist Club to accentuate the tiles, put 

a fresh coat of  paint on them and let a 

new generation express their hearts for 

youngsters today and tomorrow to come 

and enjoy.  

Dolly Brechin, Parks Program Director 

for the Hernando Parks and Recreation 

Department, said what was new in 2001 

has been weathered to the point of  need-

ing to be replaced.  

“The artwork had been there for 17 

years,” Brechin explained. “When we 

went to replace it, it was falling apart 

and you couldn’t really see the paint, so 

we wanted to spruce it up, make it look 

nice. Some of  the children that worked 

on this artwork, their parents worked on 

Hernando
aldermen 

reapply for 
enforcement 

grant

It was a very brief  meeting, but 

it was an important one for the 

City of  Hernando to continue a 

grant program that helps to catch 

drunk and impaired drivers. 

Nearing a deadline for making 

application to the Mississippi 

Offi ce of  Highway Safety for 

grant money to cover Hernando’s 

involvement in the Impaired Driv-

ing Enforcement Grant program, 

board members held a special 

meeting Thursday morning to 

approve the renewal of  the grant 

application. 

“It gives us funding for salaries 

and we have stipulations on what 

we have to do, set up roadblocks 

and such to help enforce driving 

under impaired laws,” said Mayor 

Tom Ferguson after the meeting. 

“We’ve applied for it every year. 

It’s a $100,000 grant.”

Ferguson pointed out Thurs-

day’s meeting was needed to get 

the Fiscal Year 2020 grant applica-

tion done in time.  

“The time to apply was getting 

closer, we’ve had some people on 

vacation, so we’re trying to get it 

in on time,” Ferguson said.  

The mayor added the appli-

cations must be made a year in 

advance, so Thursday’s action was 

for Fiscal Year 2020. Money from 

the program has already been al-

located to the city for the current 

fi scal year.   

Hernando park gets new artwork from city youngsters
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The Gary Lee Spears Center for Nursing and Health Sciences on the North-

west Mississippi Community College campus in Senatobia.

NWCC students excel in nursing license examinations

SEE ENFORCEMENT GRANT, P2

‘‘We wanted to spruce it up, 
make it look nice. Some of the 

children that worked on this 
artwork, their parents worked 

on the previous artwork.’

Dolly Brechin, Hernando Parks and 
Recreation Department
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From left, outgoing DeSoto Arts Council Executive Director Margaret Yates, Hernando Director of Parks and Recreation Dwayne Williams, 

City Parks Program Director Dolly Brechin and new DeSoto Arts Council Executive Director Angee Montgomery welcome youngsters 

through the newly-painted entrance to the Conger Park playground known as Conger’s Crossing. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES-TRIBUNE

Dr. Denise Bynum, director of  instruction for 
the Northwest Mississippi Community College 
Department of  Nursing announced that stu-
dents in the Dec. 2017 and May 2018 graduating 
classes achieved a 93.9 percent pass rate on 
their fi rst try taking the National Council of  
Licensure Examination for Registered Nurses 
(NCLEX-RN®). Northwest had 82 graduates take 
the test in 2018.

According to Bynum, Northwest ranked 
fourth of  the 25 schools of  nursing in the state 
of  Mississippi and second among Associate 

Degree of  Nursing (ADN) programs.
Bynum stated that so far, 35 of  the 50 grad-

uates of  the Dec. 2018 class have taken the 
NCLEX-RN® in 2019. “Up to this point, we have 
a 100 percent pass rate on the fi rst try. Our goal 
is to be number one in the state and especially 
in the ADN programs. We are well on our way to 
reach that goal,” Bynum said.

She stated that all nursing program outcomes 
including NCLEX-RN® pass rates, program 
completion rates and employment rates are 
kept up to date and can be found on Northwest’s 
website under the Nursing section.
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Offered a lump-sum 
pension buyout? Let's talk.

Matthew J Kelso 
Financial Advisor

775 Goodman Road East Suite 27 
Southaven, MS 38671 
662-349-3144

Member SIPC
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