
While the last hat trick on the ice by 
the Mississippi RiverKings may be in the 
record books for now, the legacy of commu-
nity involvement and charitable giving by 
the Hernando-based Maddox Foundation 
will continue unabated in a new endeavor.

“My commitment to the community will 
continue,” said Robin Hurdle, President of 
the Mississippi RiverKings, on the heels of 
an announcement by the Southern Profes-
sional Hockey League that the RiverKings 
are suspending play for the 2018-19 season.

Hurdle announced Thursday that the 
Maddox Foundation, the parent organi-
zation of which Maddox Sports Inc. was 
a subsidiary, is joining forces with the 
Community Foundation of Northwest 

Mississippi to establish the Maddox Foun-
dation Volunteer Center at the Community 
Foundation.

The Maddox Foundation Volunteer Cen-
ter is being created in the wake of Volun-
teer Northwest Mississippi ceasing opera-
tions due to its grant funding running out.

“This is the fi rst piece of that legacy with 
the establishment of the Maddox Foun-
dation Volunteer Center,” added Hurdle, 
adding the philanthropic organization 
will “give RiverKings staff, our team to be 
able to continue to do good things for our 
community.”

Tom Pittman, President of the Commu-
nity Foundation of Northwest Mississippi, 
said the Maddox Foundation was a key 
partner in establishing the Community 
Foundation in 2002.
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Pennies earned

School youngsters have begun their 

summer vacations with lots of plans and 

likely lots of things they want to buy 

over the next couple of months. 

Before they left school, students in 

one DeSoto Central Elementary School 

class got a lesson on the importance of 

saving fi rst before spending, measuring 

that spending and forming good money 

habits early on. 

Fourth-graders in Fatondra Crawford 

and Yolonda Flie’s classes at the South-

aven school heard from Diyva Patel and 

Salena Magness, both branch managers 

at BankPlus locations in Southaven. 

Patel and Magness presented a pro-

gram endorsed by the American Bank-

ers Association and BankPlus called 

“Teach Children To Save.”  

“It’s important to have good habits at 

a younger age,” Patel said. “It’s going to 

help them when they grow up and actual-

ly start earning and they have more ex-

penses,” with Magness adding, “Starting 

young is the secret. Learning good life 

skills and working toward those goals is 

how we all win the game.”

During the hour Patel and Magness 

spent with about 50 students between the 

two classes, they presented a situation 

where two youngsters, Todd and Kyle, 

were trying to save for a snowboard 

over three months. Each earned money 

to spend and the students learned what 

would happen if they saved all of their 

earned money or saved some and spent 

some.  

“I think this is very important for 

them and the activity was great,” Craw-

ford said. “We work with story problems 

and word problems all of the time in the 

class. They did an excellent job with that 

Memorial 
Day 

events 
slated

All municipal and county 

offi ces in DeSoto County will 

be closed Monday for the 

Memorial Day holiday, as will 

local banks and fi nancial insti-

tutions.

Garbage collection in areas 

which have normal pickup 

slated for Monday will also 

be affected with pickup times 

slated a day later.

Several Memorial Day events 

are planned across DeSoto 

County, including the annual 

Memorial Day service at Block-

er Cemetery in Olive Branch at 

9 a.m.

“The Seventh Annual Me-

morial Day Tribute” is slated 

at the cemetery, located at the 

corner of Blocker Street and 

Pigeon Roost in Olive Branch. 

The Memorial Day service will 

feature the Olive Branch High 

School JROTC Color Guard 

and other featured speakers 

and guests, including the Sons 

and Daughters of the American 

Revolution, an Honor Guard 

supplied by the Marine Corps 

League of North Mississippi 

and other groups.

Historic Goodrum Ceme-

tery, off Miss. Hwy. 304, will 

hold its annual Memorial Day 

service at 10 a.m. Veterans will 

be recognized and patriotic 

songs will be sung. Local Boy 

Scout Troop 41 of nearby Camp 

Currier will assist families in 

placing small American fl ags 

Students learn saving importance 

Robert Long|DTT

Thousands of screaming youngsters took part in the bi-annual Face-Off  Field trips 
at the Landers Center sponsored by the Mississippi RiverKings during the profes-
sional hockey team’s 16-year run. The team was formed in Memphis in 1992.

RiverKings, Maddox legacy to continue
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‘It’s important to have good 
habits at a younger age. It’s go-

ing to help them when they grow 
up and actually start earning 

and they have more expenses. 
Starting young is the secret.’

Divya Patel, BankPlus branch manager
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DeSoto Central Elementary fourth-grade students Brody Kirby (left) and D’Andre Frazier solve a money problem presented to them during 
the Teaching Children to Save class in their room.
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