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County supports bill for sheriff radar use State inmates 
cost county 

$80,000

See Radar on page 5

See Inmates on page 5
See Qualls on page 16

Ashley Qualls named DCS Teacher of the Year

DeSoto County Board of Super-
visors is lending its support to a 
bill in the Mississippi legislature 
that would allow the sheriff to use 
radar to record speeding on county 
roads in a limited capacity.

The board voted unanimously 
this week to support SB 2387 spon-
sored by Sen. Michael McLendon 
(R-1st District). The bill would only 
apply to the sheriff and deputies 
in counties with a population of 
140,000 or more and can only 
be used on roads and highways 
within the county and those lying 
outside the limits of any incorpo-
rated municipality and not on the 
interstate.

“The bill that we have done is 
not about revenue,” McLendon 
told the board. “It’s strictly about 
safety. It’s about saving lives. A 
lot of people aren’t aware that 
the sheriff doesn’t have all of the 
tools at his disposal to perform his 
duties — one of those being radar.”

Radar has been a controver-
sial topic for years in the legisla-
ture. Currently, the only state law 
enforcement agency allowed to 
use radar on public roads is the 
Mississippi Highway Patrol and 
cities with populations of more 
than 15,000, who can use radar 

Ashley Qualls knew she wanted to 
be a teacher early on in her life.

As a child, she would line her dolls 
and stuffed animals up and mimic the 
lessons that she observed from her 
mother, who was a preschool teacher.

She volunteered countless hours in 
her mother’s preschool classroom as 
well as her first grade classroom, and 
watched her mother interact and form 
bonds with the children which solidi-
fied her passion to be a teacher.

“I’ve known since I was about two 
years old that I had the skills to teach,” 
Qualls said. “I would pull out all my 
stuffed animals and start teaching 
them.”

A graduate of DeSoto County 
Schools, Qualls began her teaching 

career 11 years ago at Greenbrook 
Elementary School in Southaven, and 
is known among her peers for her big 
heart and as an exceptional teacher for 
students struggling academically and 
behaviorally. 

Her passion for her kindergart-
eners and work in the classroom was 
recognized this week with her being 
selected as Desoto County School 
District Teacher of Year. Qualls was 
selected from a group of 42 of her peers 
who each earned top teaching honors 
at their schools.

“I was really honored to be Green-
brook Teach of the Year,” Qualls 
said. “It meant a lot to me that I was 
nominated. But then I was extremely 
humbled to find that out of 42 teachers, 
I was chosen.”

State prisoners being held 
in the DeSoto County Detention 
Center are costing the county about 
$80,000 to feed and house because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
forced the suspension of all prison 
transports.

Sheriff Bill Rasco told the 
Board of Supervisors that there are 
86 inmates still waiting to be trans-
ported to the Central Mississippi 
Correctional Facility in Pearl — 
some of whom have been in there 
almost a year.

The Mississippi Department of 
Corrections stopped prison trans-
ports back in March 2020 when the 
pandemic first hit.

“It’s been going on for some 
time,” Rasco said. “They stopped 
picking them up because of 
COVID.”

Rasco said it has cost the 
county about $80,000 to continue 
to hold them, money that his 
department did not anticipate 
having to spend.

“It’s a big cost to us because 
we are having to go back into our 
budget because we did not plan for 
that type of expense,” Rasco said.

District 1 Supervisor Jessie 
Medlin said he’s not surprised 
the state has left counties holding 
the bag on the cost to house their 
inmates.

“That sounds familiar,” Medlin 
said.

While the extra state inmates 
have not put a strain on the jail’s 
available space, Rasco noted that 
some of those inmates are violent 
offenders and that he would like to 
have those beds back.

“We haven’t had to double up 
on our people,” Rasco said. “But 
we would like to have that space 
back.”

Over 342,000 U.S. inmates 
have tested positive for COVID-19 
resulting in 2,100 deaths. Missis-
sippi, however, has fared much 
better than its neighboring states 
and states with a comparable jail 

to enforce speed limits on federal 
highways within their boundaries.

McLendon said past efforts 
to allow sheriffs to be able to use 
radar on roads and highways inside 
the county and outside the city 
limits have failed, mostly out of 
concerns that they could be used 
to set up speed traps.

“Some of those counties... I can 

see how radar could possibly be 
misused,” McLendon said. “There 
are some sheriff departments out 
there they may feel are not as trust-
worthy as we have here.”

McLendon said the bill would 
only allow for two radars to be 
purchased and used. DeSoto 
County Sheriff ’s Department has 
144 patrol cars, so not all cars 

would be equipped with radar.
“We’re not asking for 144 radar 

guns,” McLendon said. “We are 
asking for a maximum of two, 
which means you could have one 
on the east side and one on the 
west side.”
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Ashley Qualls helps kindergarteners Ebony Hall, 6, and Kylan Simmons, 5, sound out 

their letters and words.

The voting round is here.
Did your favorites make it to the final round of DeSoto’s Best? Log on to DeSotoTimes.com 

to vote until Feb. 15. 


