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ONE MORE! Quistors reach 5A title game; to play Forest Hill. P6

Uplifting message

Residents visiting city buildings, in-

cluding City Hall and the Police Head-

quarters in Southaven, Tuesday were 

greeted by a strand of black balloons. 

It was not an public indication of some-

one turning a signifi cant age, but rather 

placed to raise awareness to the growing 

opioid problem in America. 

The state’s third-largest city joined 

the nation in the observance of Black 

Balloon Day, a relatively new activity 

that began following the death of a father 

of four to drug addiction in 2015.  

According to Overdose Lifeline Inc., an 

Indiana-based nonprofi t that deals with 

drug addiction and promotes Black Bal-

loon Day, drug overdose is the leading 

cause of accidental death in the nation. 

There were 63,600 lethal drug overdos-

es in 2016, they reported. 

Opioid addiction is driving this epi-

demic, with more than 42,000 overdose 

deaths related to prescription opioids 

and illicit opioids, such as heroin and 

illicit fentanyl.

Overdose Lifeline stated that Black 

Balloon Day has now gained national 

and international attention.  

The support for the awareness effort 

has reached Southaven, where Mayor 

Darren Musselwhite said he has seen the 

growing statistics locally.  

“The last couple of years, our EMS 

department has brought statistics to me 

and told me about the calls that we are 

getting,” Musselwhite said. “It’s an over-

whelming and a terrifying trend. We’re 

seeing people that are having to be resus-

citated and some having to lose their life 

over the addiction to the opiates.” 

DeSoto County has the highest number 

Firearms 
ordinance 
reviewed

Hernando city offi cials are 

reviewing a draft version of an 

update of the city’s proposed 

new fi rearms ordinance, which 

differs slightly in the language 

of fi rearms ordinances in other 

neighboring cities.

City Attorney Kenneth Stock-

ton explained that the city’s 

fi rearms ordinance had been 

in need of updating for some 

time since it was outdated.

“To put it bluntly, a lot of 

this 1991 ordinance would be 

diffi cult to enforce,” Stockton 

told aldermen and Mayor Tom 

Ferguson. Stockton added the 

draft ordinance is “better than 

what we had.”

Stockton said fi rearms use 

and discharge of weapons has 

been expanded in the years 

since the 1991 ordinance which 

was in accordance with 1981 

statutes at the time.

In 1991, no fi rearms could 

be discharged within the city 

limits.

“This is actually an expan-

sion of gun owners’ rights in 

the City of Hernando,” Stock-

ton said. 

The draft ordinance of the 

city’s updated forearms ordi-

nance has been tabled until the 

board’s next meeting on March 

20.

“The ordinance the city has 

now is obsolete and needs to 

be done away with,” Stockton 

said. 

Southaven promotes awareness of opioid epidemic
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Charlie Hoots Tuesday earned a seat on the Southaven Board of Aldermen with 

his victory over Greg Paylor in a Ward 2 runoff  election.

Hoots wins Southaven alderman seat

SEE UPLIFTING MESSAGE, P2
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‘Our Southaven EMS team re-
sponds to these life-threatening 
calls now almost daily. It’s not a 
Southaven thing but it’s some-

thing that is aff ecting the entire 
nation.’

Southaven Mayor Darren Musselwhite
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A group of black balloons were tied in front of Southaven city buildings, including the Police Department Headquarters on Northwest Drive, 

as part of Black Balloon Day, a collective tribute to those who have lost their life through addiction.  

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

Charlie Hoots, the winner of Tuesday’s 
runoff election for Southaven Alderman in 
Ward 2, is expected to be sworn into offi ce 
and begin representing the area when the 
Board of Aldermen meets next on March 20. 

Hoots, who has been involved in several 
areas, including the operation of an infor-
mation website called desotocountynews-
room.com, defeated insurance executive 
and former police offi cer Greg Paylor 242-
218 in Tuesday’s vote. The election was held 
for the seat that has been open since the 
December resignation of Ronnie Hale.  

Hoots’ background has also included 
work as a news photojournalist for a Mem-
phis television station and for 10 years he 
worked with the DeSoto County Sheriff’s 

Department as a helicopter pilot and patrol 
deputy.  

He was fi rst to enter the race when the 
seat became open with the resignation 
of Hale, who left offi ce in December after 
his arrest and grand jury indictment on 
charges of transporting child pornography 
from Tennessee to Mississippi in November 
2017. 

Hale’s trial in U.S. District Court on the 
matter has been reset to April 16 in Oxford 
with Judge Sharon Aycock hearing the 
case. 

Eventually, seven candidates entered the 
race with Hoots and Paylor fi nishing as the 
top two vote getters Feb. 13 to face off in 
Tuesday’s runoff vote. Hoots attracted 169 
votes to Paylor’s 130.  
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