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Style and grace

The story of “Cinderella” who was 

abused by a wicked stepmother and cruel 

stepsisters — some might say Disney’s 

version of domestic violence — had a 

happy ending.

The story ended with a glass slipper 

being placed on the foot of Cinderella by 

her Prince Charming.

While Cinderella’s story was that of a 

fairytale, victims of domestic violence 

in DeSoto County will soon be stepping 

out in comfort and style due to the good 

deeds of a long-standing Mid-South shoe 

store and House of Grace volunteers.

Kaufman’s Shoes, a mainstay in the 

footwear of many a Mid-Southerner for 

the past 71 years, recently donated more 

than 100 pairs of shoes to the House of 

Grace, which serves the needs of bat-

tered and abused women in the greater 

DeSoto County area.

Gary Malkin, owner of Kaufman’s 

shoes, and the grandson of its founder, 

said employees of his store voted to 

select the House of Grace as a recipient 

of its shoe donation for charity this year. 

Kaufman’s has been around since 1947.

“We sell comfort shoes,” said Malkin, 

noting that women who fi nd themselves 

in situations of domestic violence cer-

tainly deserve comfort as they recover 

from domestic abuse situations.

Peggy Linton, a longtime board mem-

ber of the House of Grace, took it a step 

further, saying that having a brand new 

pair of shoes will help give domestic 

abuse victims a boost in confi dence and 

a sense of style.

“Some of these women who leave their 

situations often leave without clothing, 

Election 
today 
across 

DeSoto

Polls are open across DeSoto 

County from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. 

today as voters trek to the polls to 

choose county court, circuit, state 

Court of Appeals and chancery 

judgeships along with choosing 

two U.S. Senators, including can-

didates vying in a special election 

to fi ll the seat of former U.S. Sen. 

Thad Cochran who retired earlier 

this year due to health concerns.

A U.S. House of Representatives 

seat is also on the ballot.

Two school board seats, in 

District 3 and 4, are also on the 

ballot.

Mississippi Secretary of State 

Delbert Hosemann has urged 

voters to remember to bring along 

a photo ID  at the polls.

Any of the following IDs may be 

used:

A driver’s license.

A photo ID issued by a branch, 

department or entity of the State 

of Mississippi.

A United States Passport.

A government employee ID card

A fi rearms license.

A student photo ID issued by an 

accredited Mississippi universi-

ty, college or community/junior 

college.

A United State military ID.

A tribal photo ID.

Any other photo ID issued by 

any branch, department, agency 

or entity of the United States 

government or any State govern-

ment.

A Mississippi Voter Identifi ca-

tion card.

The Mid-South Shoe Store donates shoes to House of Grace
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Lewisburg Elementary School 

students listen as Mississippi 

Secretary of State Delbert 

Hosemann recently talked with 

students about the importance 

of voting in today’s election. 

Hosemann also appeared at Her-

nando Middle School as part of 

his “Promote the Vote” program 

that included an art contest, es-

say contest and statewide mock 

election for students. 

Election Day has arrived - be sure to vote

SEE STYLE AND GRACE, P3

‘Some of these women who 
leave their situations often 

leave without  clothing, other 
than what is on their backs. 
With the donation of these 

shoes, their self confi dence is 
built back up.’

Peggy Linton, House of Grace
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Betty Vanvulpen, Jan Vidal, Lorine Cady, Gary Malkin with Kaufman’s Shoes, Warren Pellom and Mike Faust were on hand for the presenta-

tion of 100 pairs of shoes for domestic abuse victims to the House of Grace.
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Lewisburg Elementary School 

students listen as Mississippi 

Hosemann also appeared at Her-

election for students. 

Election Day has arrived. Mississip-
pians have undoubtedly prepared by 
researching the candidates, viewing 
a sample ballot, or determining in ad-
vance the location of their polling place.  

Every voter registered by the State’s 
deadline is now eligible to vote for can-
didates of their choosing.

One other crucial item is necessary to 
cast a ballot: an acceptable photo ID.

The Nov. 6 election will mark the sev-
enth statewide election in Mississippi 
with a voter ID law in place requiring 
citizens to show photo ID at the polls.  
More than 62 percent of Mississippi 
voters approved a citizen-initiated Con-
stitutional Amendment in November 
2011, and the law became effective in 
June 2014.  

The Mississippi law is one of the few 
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