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SET TO PLAY! New Grizzlies Jackson meets young fans at Olive Branch camp. P6

‘Nee How’ — y’all

Hampton Inn staff in Hernando, one 

of the region’s top performing Hampton 

Inns nationally and globally, believes in 

rolling out the red carpet to guests and 

setting the table with fi ne china — liter-

ally.

Some of the best and brightest Hamp-

ton Inn by Hilton China employees 

arrived in the United States on Thursday 

and toured the Mid-South, including 

a quick “drive-by” at Elvis Presley’s 

Graceland and dining on barbecue at 

Central Barbecue, but it’s what they 

found in the small city of Hernando that 

impressed them the most — true South-

ern Hospitality.

“We have all been very impressed with 

the hospitality and the good humor used 

everywhere — very friendly — the peo-

ple always full of smiles,” said Yang Guo 

nicknamed “Elly” by fellow hoteliers 

in China. “We have really enjoyed the 

hospitality here.”

Appropriately enough her name 

“Yang” means “Sunshine” in Chinese.

Her sunny and positive disposition is 

a character trait exhibited by most if 

not all of the visiting Chinese delegation 

who toured and underwent training at 

the Hernando Hampton Inn on Friday.

Guo said the Chinese delegation made 

a pilgrimage to the fi rst-ever Hampton 

Inn in Memphis to catch a glimpse of the 

hotel chain’s fi rst hotel.

The group will soon depart Memphis 

for a convention of Hampton Inn employ-

ees and offi cials in San Diego.

“Yesterday, we went to Central Barbe-

cue in Memphis,” Guo said, adding that 

in China, chefs prepare barbecue but it’s 

slightly different. “We have barbecue in 

Teacher 
arrested 

on sex 
charges

A former Lewisburg High 

School instructor has been jailed 

and is facing charges connected 

with having given material to a 

minor that included content of a 

sexual nature. 

DeSoto County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment offi cials Friday afternoon 

released information that detec-

tives had arrested and charged 

Eric Thomas-Ellis Beavers, age 

36, with dissemination of sexually 

oriented material to a minor.

The release stated the investiga-

tion into the instructor was based 

on a complaint by a parent but 

offered no further information 

concerning the case, stating it is 

an ongoing investigation.

The defi nition of the charge 

includes terminology stating Bea-

vers would be accused of allowing 

someone under the age of 18 to 

view material that includes some 

sort of sexual content.  

Late Friday afternoon, DeSoto 

County Schools released a state-

ment regarding the case. 

“Upon receiving information 

regarding this situation, district 

offi cials contacted local law 

enforcement,” the statement read. 

“The teacher has been relieved of 

all duties, and district adminis-

trators are cooperating fully with 

law enforcement offi cials during 

their investigation.  DeSoto Coun-

ty Schools is committed to provid-

ing a safe learning environment 

for all students.”

Friday, Beavers’ name was not 

included on the Lewisburg High 

School website as an instructor 

with the school. 

Chinese delegation arrives in the Mid-South

Bob Bakken|DTT

New DeSoto County Schools teachers Rashonda Riley (left) and Joy Welch chat during 
breakfast in the Horn Lake High School cafeteria ahead of New Teacher Orientation 
Friday morning. Riley is an English Language Arts teacher at Horn Lake Middle School and 
Welch will teach science at DeSoto Central High School. 

New teachers welcomed to DeSoto schools

SEE NEE HOW, P2

‘They (Chinese) delegation 
cried when they had to leave. 

They said they had never been 
treated more kindly. That means 

a lot.’

Ellen Self, Hampton Inn 
Hernando General Manager
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Robert Long|DTT

Yang “Elly” Guo, with Hampton by Hilton China, translates for fellow Chinese hotel employees and managers at the award-winning Hamp-
ton Inn in Hernando on Friday. The Chinese delegation trained at the hotel and visited local tourist attractions.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

The fi rst day of the education year 
started a little earlier on Friday for 
about 270 new employees of Mississip-
pi’s largest school district. They were 
the ones being educated and not doing 
the educating, however.  

The group is the newest addition 
to the rolls of DeSoto County School 
District (DCS) teachers who gathered at 
Horn Lake High School for the district’s 
New Teacher Orientation session. 
They spent the morning at Horn Lake 
to hear about district procedures and 
expectations and, after lunch, followed 
that with more information given them 
by administrators at their individual 
school campus.

The new teachers range from those 
fresh out of college and at their fi rst 

school to others who have been in 
teaching before but are part of DCS for 
the fi rst time. 

Among the instructors entering 
the classroom for the fi rst time is Joy 
Welch, a science instructor at DeSoto 
Central High School.  She comes with 
good recommendations given her about 
the district from family members who 
were also in education.  

“My aunt started her fi rst year of 
teaching at Southaven Middle School 
and thought it was the greatest school 
ever,” Welch said. “My uncle went to 
Lake Cormorant, so when I told them I 
was going to start teaching, they said 
I should try looking at DeSoto County 
Schools. It’s a great school system, espe-
cially for fi rst-year teachers. Everyone’s 
really friendly and loves to help.”

Another new teacher in DeSoto Coun-
ty Schools this year is Rashonda Riley, 
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BOB BAKKEN is Staff  Writer and may be contacted 

at 662-429-6397, Ext. 240. 

“Nee How” — that’s “howdy” in Chinese.


