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GET  YOUR  KICKS! USL team excites Mid-South soccer fans. P6

Ready for anything

You were likely not aware of  it, but 

Wednesday morning, a 7.7 magnitude 

earthquake centered near Jonesboro, 

Arkansas struck, causing widespread 

devastation across DeSoto County.

Well, the earthquake really didn’t 

happen, but several agencies sprung into 

action as if  it did actually take place. 

It was called Shaken Fury 2019, a 

simulation done by the DeSoto County 

Emergency Services Agency based on 

Old Highway 51 in Nesbit. 

Emergency personnel, police, fi re and 

fi rst responders, government offi cials 

such as members of  the Board of  Super-

visors, DeSoto County School District 

transportation offi cials and private con-

cerns all took part.

Divided into specifi c areas based on 

their position and expertise, the groups 

were told the situation and then given 

time to communicate among themselves 

and others about what their response 

would be.  

Emergency Services Deputy Director 

Josh Harper said Wednesday’s exercise 

was the fi rst one done in DeSoto County 

in about fi ve years. Harper added coun-

ty emergency personnel are a part of  

near-similar efforts in neighboring coun-

ties on an almost yearly basis, however.  

“We haven’t had an exercise like this in 

a long time because it is so diffi cult to get 

all the private sector and public sector 

agencies together to do something like 

Two 
dead in 

triple 
shooting

Simulation session gets county ready for disaster response 
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Retired U.S. Sen. 

Thad Cochran passed 

away Thursday 

morning in Oxford at 

the age of 81. Missis-

sippians remember 

Cochran as a tireless 

worker for the state 

and DeSoto Coun-

tians recognized 

his work for several 

projects benefi tting 

the county.  

State, county reacts to Cochran passing

SEE READY  FOR  ANYTHING, P2

‘This is how we identify capabili-
ty shortfalls in our planning and 
set planning horizons so we can 

better prepare for the future.’

Josh Harper, DeSoto County EMA offi  cial
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A crowded Emergency Operations Center room listens to instructions at the beginning of Shaken Fury 2019, a simulated training session 

that county emergency offi  cials used to test disaster response. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

Thad Cochran passed 

away Thursday 

sippians remember 

The state of  Mississippi and DeSoto 
County were saddened Thursday when 
it was announced that retired U.S. Sen-
ator Thad Cochran had passed away at 
the age of  81.  

Cochran passed away peacefully at 
his home in Oxford, said a release from 
the Senator’s offi ce.  

On Friday, fl ags were lowered to half  
staff  in respect to the man who served 
Mississippi for more than 40 years un-

til health forced him to retire in 2018.  
Cochran was known as “Gentleman 

Thad” and “The Quiet Persuader” in 
reference to his style and persuasive-
ness. He also received the nickname of  
“The King of  Pork” because of  all of  
the federal money he was able to send 
to the state for a myriad of  projects to 
improve Mississippi’s quality-of-life, 
including here in DeSoto County.  

Ellen Jernigan, a longtime Republi-
can activist who is a former Hernando 
alderwoman and former county party 
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The two victims of  Thursday 

evening’s fatal shootings in Horn 

Lake have been identifi ed, while 

police continue to seek a motive 

and suspects in the case. 

Police offi cers were called to 

the 700 building of  the DeSoto 

Apartments at Goodman Road and 

Sutton Place about 9:30 p.m. 

When they arrived, they found 

three victims who had been shot. 

Police said a man was found out-

side the apartment building with 

a gunshot wound and was taken to 

Baptist Memorial Hospital-DeSoto 

in Southaven in critical condition. 

He has since been reported as now 

in stable condition, according to 

police. The wounded victim is not 

being identifi ed.

Offi cers then entered the apart-

ment building and discovered two 

other victims who had been shot 

and were declared dead at the 

scene.  

DeSoto County Coroner Josh 

Pounders late Friday morning 

identifi ed the fatal victims as Ser-

ena Madkins, age 27, and Antonio 

Gipson, age 28. Both victims are 

from Horn Lake. Pounders added 

they died of  multiple gunshot 

wounds and their remains have 

been sent to the Mississippi State 

Crime Lab in Jackson for autop-

sies. 

Police reported there was also 

Saturday,  June  1,  2019                                                                                                                                                                                                    50  Cents

Tımes-Trıbune WeekendTımesTımesTrıbune WeekendTrıbune WeekendTrıbune WeekendTrıbune WeekendTrıbune WeekendTımes-Trıbune Weekend

BY BOB  BAKKEN
MANAGING  EDITOR

BY BOB  BAKKEN
MANAGING  EDITOR

BY BOB  BAKKEN
MANAGING  EDITOR

SEE TWO  DEAD, P2


