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SHARPSHOOTER! Center Hill’s Brien Kimmons playing with a purpose. P6

Guard deploying

Approximately 4,200 Mississippi 

National Guard soldiers of the 155th 

Armored Brigade Combat Team have re-

ceived orders to mobilize in early spring 

of 2018 in support of Operation Spartan 

Shield.

Hernando is the host city of Cobra 

Company, 2nd Battalion, 198th Armored 

Regiment, 155th Armored Brigade Com-

bat Team. Cobra Company also has a 

detachment in Holly Springs.

The company consists of 135 mecha-

nized infantry soldiers.

This past weekend, Cobra Company 

held a Family Readiness Support event 

at the National Guard Armory in Her-

nando.

If preparation is the key, the unit 

should be well-prepared for their mis-

sion.

Members attached to the unit were 

literally up all night cooking barbecue 

for soldiers and family members who 

stopped by the armory to obtain infor-

mation on supplies and support while 

the unit is away.

The Combat Team also includes sol-

diers in the 2nd Battalion, 198th Armor 

Regiment headquartered in Senatobia 

and including soldiers from the Hernan-

do and DeSoto County areas.

“The company possesses tremendous 

expertise from two Operation Iraqi 

Freedom mobilization from August 2004 

to January 2006 and from May 2009 to 

March 2010,” said Lt. Charles Woods, 

Company Commander for Cobra Com-

pany based in Hernando. “One of the 

purposes of this past weekend’s event 

Two die 
in aircraft 

crash
Two persons have died in the 

crash of an experimental gyro-

copter in rural DeSoto County 

on Saturday evening, according 

to DeSoto County Coroner Jeff 

Pounders.

DeSoto County Sheriff’s 

Department Deputy Alex Coker 

has identifi ed the two as Wayne 

House, 70, and Richard House, 

43, who were both aboard the 

aircraft when it crashed near the 

Eagle Ridge airport/landing.

The two men died when the 

light, experimental gyrocopter 

they were riding in crashed and 

burst into fl ames during impact.

The bodies of the two men 

were burned beyond recognition. 

Firefi ghters were alerted to what 

was fi rst reported as a grass fi re, 

believed to have been caused by 

the crash.

“They were fl ying one of those 

experimental gyrocopters — we 

don’t know exactly what hap-

pened,” Pounders said. “The 

NTSB (National Transportation 

Safety Board) and the FAA (Fed-

eral Aviation Administration) 

are both investigating the crash.”

Pounders said according to the 

DeSoto County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment, the crash occurred around 

5:30 p.m.

Emergency offi cials arrived on 

scene about 6:20 p.m. Pounders 

was called about 7:30 p.m.

The crash site is located near 

Cleveland and Malone Roads in a 

heavily wooded area.

The area was cordoned off due 

to the ongoing investigation.

Pounders said the bodies were 

burned so badly that DNA as well 

as dental records will be sought.

National Guard set to leave in spring

Robert Long|DTT

A father and his two 

children enjoy exercis-

ing in Milton Kuykend-

all Sports and Fitness 

Park in Hernando, the 

kind of healthy activ-

ity and interaction 

between children and 

parents that NFusion 

program administra-

tors promote.

NFusion program making a diff erence

SEE GUARD TO DEPLOY, P2

‘The men and women of this 
brigade train year-round in 
preparation to defend this 

great nation. We’ve proudly 
represented Mississippi in past 
deployments and will continue 

to do so now.’

Col. Doug Ferguson, 155th ABCT Commander
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This youngster was among a crowd of several hundred who came out to the National Guard Armory in Hernando this past weekend as part 

of the Family Readiness Support eff ort being reorganized in advance of next spring’s deployment of National Guard troops.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839
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A program designed to target at-risk youth 
with counseling and job placement, as well 
as helping to curb the damaging effects of 
illegal drugs and juvenile crime on the lives 
of young people, is paying dividends in more 
ways than one, according to Pat Sylvester, 
NFusion principal investigator and DeSoto 
County’s grant representative.

“We are doing really well with this pro-

gram,” Sylvester told members of the DeSoto 
County Board of Supervisors on Monday. 
“We want to train our parents and teachers 
how to advocate for these children,” Sylvester 
said of at-risk youth.

The NFusion effort, a four-year program 
funded through a $4 million grant, is aimed 
at breaking the cycle of drug use, desponden-
cy and despair in the state’s No. 1 county for 

SEE NFUSION, P2
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