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CHASING  RINGS! DeSoto County softball team competes for national championship. P.6

Sign me up

DeSoto County School District (DCS) 

offi cials are reminding parents of school-

age children that, while they’re enjoying 

their summer vacations, the start of 

school is just a few short weeks away. 

That’s right, folks, it’s time to get your 

youngster registered again for the begin-

ning of school.  

Classes start on Wednesday, Aug. 7, 

and parents have to have their children 

registered into where they will be at-

tending school before they may enter the 

classroom.   

Apparently, the “lazy, hazy days of 

summer” have been more lazy in terms 

of parents’ expediency to gather the 

items they need to register their chil-

dren, said Melissa Green, DCS Direc-

tor of Accreditation and Management 

Information Systems. Green is the staff 

person in charge of overseeing the regis-

tration process.  

“We were very slow last year until the 

DeSoto Times-Tribune came out with 

an article,” Green said. “It’s the same 

way this year. I got statistics on Monday, 

and we had 28,000 students that still 

needed to prove residency for this year. 

If we had 21 days until school started, 

that would be 1,238 students per day that 

parents needed to prove residence. We’ve 

been here taking school registrations 

since June 10.”

There are about 34,000 students who 

attend classes in Mississippi’s largest 

public school district. 

A main component of school regis-

tration is proof of residency, Green 

explains. It’s a step that is mandated by 

state law. 

Green said there are items parents 

must bring to the Central Services offi ce 

in Hernando or to the school attendance 

Mayors 
active in 

campaigns

DeSoto County municipal 
leaders are not actively running 
for election themselves this year, 
since their current terms contin-
ue into 2021.  

But at least two current mayors 
have become active in the cam-
paigns of  others through public 
endorsements. 

Southaven Mayor Darren Mus-
selwhite and Olive Branch Mayor 
Scott Phillips have both publicly 
endorsed Kimberly Remak in her 
Republican challenge to incum-
bent state Rep. State Hopkins 
(R-Southaven) in House District 
7.

Both have also endorsed Mike 
Duncan in his House District 
6 GOP challenge to incumbent 
state Rep. Dana Criswell (R-Olive 
Branch).

“Kimberly Remak knows that 
an effective state legislator has to 
work with a team to be success-
ful,” Phillips said in his public 
endorsement of  Remak. “She will 
work with a team of  community 
leaders, small business owners, 
and local offi cials to benefi t 
the DeSoto County community. 
Kimberly is the conservative who 
understands teamwork.”

Musselwhite has also thrown 
his support to Randy Denton’s 
campaign against incumbent Re-
publican state Rep. Dan Eubanks 
(R-Walls) in House District 25. 

The endorsements from Mus-
selwhite, in particular, are signif-
icant because they mark the fi rst 
time since being elected South-
aven mayor that he has gotten 
involved in candidates running 
for Legislature. 

It should be pointed out that 

Registrations lagging as classes soon start

Bob Bakken|DTT

A memorial was set 

up Friday morning 

at the corner of 

Surrey Lane and 

Tuscany Way to 

honor Christopher 

Cooper, age 14. 

Offi  cials have not 

offi  cially identify 

the victim of a 

shooting at that 

intersection. 
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‘We try to accommodate the 
working parents, those parents 

that have to work until 5 p.m. 
We understand that people 

have to work.’

Melissa Green, DeSoto County Schools
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Melissa Green, Director of Accreditation and Management Information Systems for DeSoto County Schools, assists Heather Hodge and Oak 

Grove Central Elementary School fi fth-grader Hayden Hodge with registration for the upcoming school year.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE 
BETTER SINCE 1839

Southaven police Fri-
day morning reported the 
arrests of  three people 
in connection with the 
death of  a teenager found 
at a residential street 
intersection Wednesday 
morning.  

The trio were identifi ed 
as Joshua Doc Fletcher, 

age 25, and Justin Wil-
liams, age 30, both of  
Memphis, along with 
Ashley Lutts, age 19, of  
Selmer, Tennessee. 

Williams on Friday was 
being held in Arkansas 
and was awaiting extradi-
tion back to Mississippi. 
Fletcher was being held 
in the DeSoto County 
Adult Detention Center 

in Hernando without 
bond, and a July 17 court 
date had been set.

Both Fletcher and 
Williams are being held 
on burglary-home inva-
sion and capital murder 
charges.  

Late Friday morning, 
Lutts was still being 
processed at Southaven 
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Trio arrested in shooting death


