
Plans for a $25 million new 

Mississippi Army National 

Guard Armory on Starlanding 

Road received a major boost 

when state lawmakers added 

$5 million to a bond bill that 

included other items.

Conferees from the Mississip-

pi State Senate and House have 

agreed in principle on a state 

budget totaling approximately 

$6 billion.

The $5 million in bond funds 

is seen as “money in hand” to 

begin the armory project once 

it receives the green light from 

the Trump administration.

“We started this process over 

fi ve years ago,” DeSoto County 

District 4 Supervisor Lee Cald-

well said Monday. “At the time, 

former State Rep. Wanda Jen-

nings, R-Southaven, was sitting 

on the House Military Affairs 

Committee,” added Caldwell. 

Jennings formerly served as 

chairman of that body.

“The existing Armory in 

Southaven was so small,” 

Caldwell said. “I would go to 

help put together packages for 

Project Package for our troops 

and noticed how small it was.”

Caldwell said due to political 

winds and other factors, an 

earlier effort to secure funds 

for a new Armory, proposed at 

one point for Stateline Road, 

had stalled.

“We heard of a need by the 

Guard to combine units,” 
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BIG LEAP! Center Hill claims county track and fi eld championships. P6

National Champions

More room in the trophy case at DeSo-

to Central High School was needed to be 

made after the school’s cheerleading and 

dance teams came away with champion-

ships earlier this year. 

The cheerleading team, sponsored by 

Marie Harlow and coached by Joe Ar-

kansas, participated in February at the 

United Cheerleading Association Super 

Varsity Game Day national champion-

ship and came away the winner in the 

team’s fi rst year of competition.  

The school’s dance team, with Tammy 

Downs and Melissa Moore as sponsors 

and Haley Lanter as coach, have dual 

state titles in the Mississippi High 

School Activities Association State 

Dance Championships in Small Varsity 

pom pom and hip hop divisions.  

The dance team also reached the semi-

fi nals of a national United Dance Associ-

ation competition in Orlando, Fla. for the 

fi rst time ever. 

The 28-member cheerleading team was 

one of three teams from DeSoto County 

in the national competition, Harlow said, 

adding the fi nals were televised on an 

ESPN channel.  

Both teams spend the better part of 

the year practicing and getting ready for 

their performances. Harlow said tryouts 

for the cheerleading team next year are 

underway now.  

“We’ll starting working in April on 

basic technique skills,” Harlow said. 

“When we have Friday night football, 

that’s when we perform it. We fully 

start on the football fi eld in August and 

our fi rst competition of the season is in 

October.”  

Technique and skills are important 

aspects of competitive cheerleading, Har-

low said. 

Armory 
gets $5 
million 

bond boost

Cheer, dance programs excel at DeSoto Central

Robert Long|DTT

Merrill Stewart, 18, a senior at 

Hernando High School, helped 

to organize the “March For 

Our Lives” anti-gun violence 

rally on the courthouse lawn in 

Hernando on Saturday. 

‘March For Our Lives” rally draws crowd

SEE CHAMPIONS, P2

‘You’ve got to know what you’re 
doing because of the fast move-

ments and they must be very 
precisely done.’

Marie Harlow, DeSoto Central 
cheerleading sponsor
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The DeSoto Central High School cheerleading team was recognized during the recent MHSAA 6A boys’ playoff  basketball game against 

Clinton. The team recently returned from Orlando, Fla., where they won the “Super Varsity Game Day Division” at the United Cheerleading 

Association’s National High School Cheerleading Championship. Coaches of the DeSoto Central team are Marie Harlow and Joseph Arkansas.
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About 200 people showed up on the 
DeSoto County Courthouse lawn Sat-
urday as part of the “March For Our 
Lives” nationwide movement.

People from across the U.S., most-
ly young people, protested publicly 
for gun control measures aimed at 
halting the deadly carnage caused by 
school shootings.

The march was one of hundreds hap-
pening around the country planned 
by students and survivors of gun vio-
lence in communities big and small, 
in all 50 states. 

Hernando High School student 
Merrill Stewart organized Saturday’s 
march in Hernando.

“When I fi rst decided to do it, I 
thought only about 10 to 15 people 
would show up,” Stewart, 18, said.   
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