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CALL WAITING! Ole Miss AD Bjork is close to new coaching hire. P6

Belles of the ball

Sometimes in today’s society, it seems 

like the prevailing atmosphere is “any-

thing goes,” as in clothing, etiquette, 

attitude and especially in manners and 

respect.

However, there remains a place for 

those values to be taught and used as a 

springboard to success in life.

A mentoring program for girls at 

Southaven High School aims to stress 

those skills and values, and Saturday 

about 25 of the girls displayed some of 

what they have learned, while at the 

same time being made “queens and 

princesses” for the evening. They held 

their seventh annual D.I.V.A.A.S. Ball 

at Bonne Terre Inn on Church Road in 

Nesbit.  

The program uses an acronym of 

D.I.V.A.A.S., spoken like the word 

“divas.” But, these girls are far from 

that word’s defi nition of prima donna, 

performer or personality. 

They are what Sherry Johnson, who 

founded and brought the program from 

her church in Sardis to Southaven where 

she is a science instructor, are called 

Divine Individuals Victorious And Ap-

pointed for Success.  

Among what is taught during the 

course of the year are problem solving 

skills, social skills, etiquette, proper 

attire for various occasions, self control, 

abstinence, and striving for academic 

success, among others. 

For the girls who took part, Johnson 

said the ball is the highlight of their 

year.  

“We display what the girls have 

learned, like etiquette, how to interact 

School 
staff er 

arrested for 
intoxication

An employee of Overpark Ele-

mentary School in Olive Branch 

has been fi red from her post after 

being arrested late last week on 

public intoxication charges.

A brief release from the DeSo-

to County Sheriff’s Department 

Wednesday announced the arrest 

and the charges.  

Although the arrest was made 

public Wednesday, the actual 

incident at the school took place 

on Friday, March 23, according to 

the Sheriff’s Department. 

The department’s School Re-

source Division made the arrest 

when the employee allegedly 

came on the school grounds intox-

icated. 

The information did note the 

person charged was in a support 

position at the elementary school, 

located at 8530 Forest Hill-Irene 

Road in Olive Branch.

The subject of the incident has 

not been identifi ed by Sheriff’s 

Department or school offi cials. 

Wednesday afternoon, DeSo-

to County Schools released a 

statement that said, “This staff 

member had limited access with 

students on a daily basis and she 

was not in the vicinity of any 

children on the day in question. 

She is no longer an employee of 

DeSoto County Schools.”

Wednesday’s release from the 

Sheriff’s Department did not state 

if the person involved is still be-

ing detained or has been released 

on bond.

Southaven program teaches etiquette, life skills for women
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Neffi  e Gatewood, 

President of the Pre-

cious Pearls Founda-

tion, center, honors 

The Southaven 

Police Offi  cers Wives 

organization which 

was honored at the 

“Evening of Elegance 

Gala” Saturday 

night at The Landers 

Center.

‘Precious Pearls’ recognizes outstanding women

SEE BELLES OF THE BALL, P2

‘I try to get them to possess 
their potential in life. I want 

them to remember that by stick-
ing with it and staying patient, 
they will be successful, no mat-

ter when we have failed.’

Sherry Johnson, Southaven High School 
D.I.V.A.A.S.
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The young women of the Southaven High School D.I.V.A.A.S. program are presented to the guests at the organization’s seventh annual ball 

Saturday evening at Bonne Terre Inn. The group stresses social and life skills as a mentoring program for girls.  
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Neffi  e Gatewood, 

cious Pearls Founda-

tion, center, honors 

The Southaven 

organization which 

was honored at the 

Center.

A pearl of great price is a beautiful jewel 
that is often shaped by grit and determina-
tion to succeed and thrive.

Neffi e Gatewood with Zeta Phi Beta Sorori-
ty, Inc., Psi Beta Zeta Chapter, and President 
of the Precious Pearls Foundation, Inc., said 
amazing women within the community are 
honored on an annual basis through the “Pre-
cious Pearls” Foundation, which was founded 

in 2015 to support outstanding women and 
leaders in the community.

“We partner with key people in the commu-
nity so we can help one another,” Gatewood 
said. The organization has awarded more 
than $15,000 in scholarships over the course 
of the past seven years.

This year’s recipients included the South-
aven Police Offi cers Wives organization, 
which received the “Women In Public Service 

SEE PRECIOUS PEARLS, P2
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