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BIG TACKLE! Six cross-state clashes highlight Friday’s prep football action. P6

Always remember

The DeSoto County School District’s 

Parent Advisory Council turned its 

Tuesday meeting this week into a special 

program to honor victims and those who 

helped in the aftermath of the terror at-

tacks on the day in September 2001 now 

known as “9/11.”

The highlight of the meeting, which 

featured music, readings and speeches, 

was the burial of a time capsule that is 

fi lled with letters of thanks from stu-

dents at each of the schools in the state’s 

largest school district.  

Mayor Patti Denison of Walls spoke 

and told of her reaction to the events of 

Sept. 11, the crash of the planes into the 

World Trade Center and the other terror 

events of that day. 

“The emotion, the fear, the sadness, 

the anger that later turned into relief 

and even joy, as we watched stories of 

amazing rescues and survivals,” Den-

ison said. “What I remember the most 

was the feeling of unity and pride that 

our country had and pride we had to be 

an American. What was intended for evil 

that day turned just opposite because it 

brought us together.”

Unity seemed to be the theme for the 

program and the comments and read-

ings that were presented, including the 

closing reading from Lake Cormorant 

Middle School student Marcellus Odum, 

who read Maya Angelou’s “Alone,” which 

included the lines, “Nobody, but nobody 

can make it out here alone.” 

Colin Wilson, a fi refi ghter for the 

Southaven Fire Department, spoke on 

how he saw 9/11 as a tragic event but one 

that has a positive impact, even in the 

face of tragedy.  

“I believe those events changed the 

outlook of our country for the better,” 

Wilson said. “And I believe they changed 

the course of my life for the better.” 

Cyber 
security on 

election 
priority

Mississippi Secretary of State 

Delbert Hosemann and his staff 

are hosting a special community 

meeting at the DeSoto County 

Courthouse in Hernando today 

in advance of the Nov. 6 general 

election and simultaneous special 

nonpartisan election for the open 

U.S. Senate seat.

The meeting is slated for 2:30 

p.m. in the main second story 

courtroom of the DeSoto County 

Courthouse.

“We’re holding these meetings 

all over the state because of low 

voter turnout and to head of con-

cerns related to cyber security,” 

said Leah Rupp Smith, Attorney/

Assistant Secretary of State of 

Communications in the Executive 

Division of the Mississippi Secre-

tary of State’s Offi ce. “These are 

open to the public and we expect 

this one to be very well attended.”

Hosemann said he wanted to 

address voters’ concerns and 

allay any fears of potential inter-

ference.

“We have a sound voter ID law 

in this State, trained observers, 

and competent circuit clerks and 

election commissioners who are 

prepared for the election,” Hose-

mann said. “Every day we come 

in to the Offi ce, we are working 

on our cyber security protocols 

for our voter registration system 

and other initiatives to ensure 

our elections are secure.

“We remind voters, the dissemi-

nation of false candidate informa-

Student thank you letters part of 9/11 remembrance
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Veterans 

across DeSoto 

County will 

be honored 

in the Annual 

Veteran’s Day 

Parade set for  

Nov. 12.

Parade of heroes in need of fl ags

SEE 9/11, P2

SEE CYBER SECURITY, P2

‘We saw people at their worst, 
but we also saw people at their 

best.’

Colin Wilson, Southaven fi refi ghter
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Pleasant Hill Elementary School student Nathan Jewett inserts his letter of thanks to 9/11 fi rst responders into a time capsule Tuesday. 

Letters from students of each of the DeSoto County Schools were received as part of the Parent Advisory Council meeting commemorating 

what happened on Sept. 11, 2001. The capsule has been buried in front of the DeSoto County Schools Central Services offi  ce in Hernando. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

On the heels of last year’s highly suc-
cessful Veterans Day Parade, organizers 
are hoping to raise enough money to 
purchase enough American fl ags to line 
the parade route along DeSoto County’s 
historic Square.

“I think the response we had last year 
with the 2,000 participants that we had 
- everything from students to veterans 
and their families and people from every 

walk of life - is a great indication what 
the people of Hernando and of DeSoto 
County feel about our veterans and 
those who have bestowed our freedom to 
us,” said Randy Martin, one of the main 
organizers of the 2018 Veterans Day 
Parade, set for Nov. 12 at 10 a.m.

“Our goal is to fi ll up the Square,” 
added Martin. “We’d like to get a lot of 
people there. This whole event is a two-
prong approach, which is honoring the 

SEE PARADE OF HEROES, P2
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