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Not ordinary

Being “South of the Ordinary” is to be 

headed in the right direction, say DeSoto 

County Tourism offi cials, who hope 

potential visitors will head in the same 

direction and make the county a destina-

tion spot.

Gone is the “SoDeSoto” theme the asso-

ciation charged with promoting DeSoto 

County tourism has used for the past 

several years.  

Kim Terrell, Executive Director for 

DeSoto County Tourism, said the major 

rebranding effort came after more than 

a year of study to determine the best 

means of marketing DeSoto County.  

“We started in 2016 with a countywide 

assessment and research regarding 

tourism with a group called Tourism 

Builders,” Terrell said. “They gave us a 

full assessment and a plan with a defi -

nite suggestion of a new look because we 

really didn’t have a phrase that said who 

we were.” 

Tourism Builders is based in Baton 

Rouge, La. and has dealt with major mar-

keting initiatives and promotions.  

As a result of the assessment, DeSo-

to County Tourism enlisted Sullivan 

Branding, a Memphis-based branding 

agency, to come up with what would 

become the theme, “South of the Ordi-

nary.”

“We had to create a ‘reason why,’” said 

Sullivan Branding Executive Creative 

Director Keith Goldberg. “What DeSoto 

County has and what they can sell is be 

complimentary and also stand out from 

others. DeSoto County is that quintes-

sential, more hospitality-driven, non-ur-

ban but authentic South. We wanted peo-

ple to remember DeSoto County is in the 

South and not the ordinary destination, 

Jeff  Pounders
County 

Coroner dead 
at 63

One of Mississippi’s lon-

gest-serving coroners, DeSoto 

County Coroner Jeff Pounders, 

was found dead by friends and 

family members late Monday 

at his residence on Pounders 

Road.

According to emergency 

offi cials, individuals had been 

attempting to contact Pounders 

for several hours Monday and 

could not reach him. It is possi-

ble that Pounders passed away 

sometime Sunday.

DeSoto County Sheriff Bill 

Rasco and other county offi -

cials responded to the scene of 

Pounders’ rural family farm 

about 4:20 p.m. Monday after 

receiving word of Pounders’ 

untimely death.

Pounders had served DeSoto 

County as coroner for more 

than three decades, formerly 

serving as an emergency medi-

New campaign promotes DeSoto County Tourism
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Cecile Gale 

Hannaford shares 

a family moment 

with her mother Jere 

Lemmons Gale and 

her father, former 

longtime Hernan-

do Mayor Ed Gale, 

who passed away 

at age 86 this past 

weekend.

Former Mayor Ed Gale dies at age 86
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‘We wanted people to remember 
DeSoto County is in the South 
and not the ordinary destina-
tion, so we came up with the 

tagline, ‘South of the Ordinary.’’

Keith Goldberg, Sullivan Branding
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DeSoto County Tourism Executive Director Kim Terrell is shown at the new Veterans Park adjacent to the DeSoto County Visitor Center in 

Southaven. Marketing the county as a tourism destination through the association is now being done through a new campaign, “South of 

the Ordinary.”
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Former longtime Hernando Mayor Ed 
Gale has died after a lengthy illness. He 
was 86.

Visitation was Monday at the Gale Center 
in Hernando, named and dedicated in his 
honor. Funeral services are at 11 a.m. today 
at Hernando United Methodist Church. In-
ternment will follow at Hernando Memorial 
Park Cemetery.

Gale was a lifelong resident of Hernan-
do and served the citizens of Hernando 
as mayor for three consecutive terms. He 
served as Mayor of Hernando from 1993-
2005.

“He loved Hernando,” said Jere Lemmons 
Gale, his wife of 61 years.

Former Mayor Chip Johnson, who suc-
ceeded Gale in offi ce, fondly recalled his 
predecessor.
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