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MAKING AN IMPACT! Northpoint’s Gray named MSAIS Hall of Fame

gbtonline.com

Set to grow

GOP
runoff
vote set
for
Tuesday
BY BOB BAKKEN
MANAGING EDITOR
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John Caldwell, Republican candidate for Northern District Transportation Commissioner, makes a
point during a recent party runoff
candidate forum held by the DeSoto County Republican Women’s
Club.
There will be a number of
races for DeSoto County Republicans to consider when they
return to the polls on Tuesday,
Aug. 27 for Primary Runoff
Election Day.
Runoffs were made necessary when no one candidate
received a majority of the votes
cast in the Aug. 6 primary
election.
Of most statewide interest
will be the runoff race for
governor between Lt. Gov.
SEE GOP RUNOFF, P2

The current Lewisburg Middle School building is to become an intermediate school in the 2021-22 school year with the announcement of a
new middle school to be built on state Highway 305 south of the Coldwater River.

DCS to build new Lewisburg Middle School
BY BOB BAKKEN

‘The current Lewisburg school
zone has experienced a 13
percent increase in enrollment
since 2016, and demographers
project a similar growth to
continue throughout the
upcoming decade.’

MANAGING EDITOR

We hear it all the time: DeSoto County is
a growing place to be.
People are moving into DeSoto County
at a steady rate. Many of them come to get
out of the city, even if they work in the
city. The new I-269 corridor is expected to
accelerate that growth.
Families come to grow in a thriving area
and they also want to take advantage of
the high level of education provided by
the DeSoto County School District (DCS),
the state’s largest public school district at
more than 34,500 students.
One area where the growth has been
high and the education is rated high is in
the Lewisburg attendance zone, where all
grades are basically located in one loca-

DCS Supt. Cory Uselton
tion, off I-269 at Craft Road. While DCS has
been trying to keep up with the student
growth by adding classrooms, Supt. Cory
Uselton said it has come to the point where
it is time to not just add rooms, but build a

Northcentral speaks to broadband future
BY BOB BAKKEN
MANAGING EDITOR

Thanks to passage in the 2019 Mississippi State Legislature of a bill allowing
state electric cooperatives to begin
offering broadband internet service,
a number of those cooperatives have
come out announcing their plans to get
fiber to the home.

Northcentral Electric Power Association CEO Kevin Doddridge says
his cooperative also plans to make it
available to its members at some point.
But Doddridge believes some of the
recent announcements may be a bit
premature.
Speaking Wednesday, Aug. 14 to the
Olive Branch Chamber of Commerce
monthly luncheon at the Whispering

new school.
The school district learned Thursday,
Aug. 15, that the state Department of
Education has approved DCS plans to build
a new middle school for the Lewisburg
attendance zone.
Seeing the need, Uselton said the district
has been working toward Thursday’s announcement for about two years.
Plans are in place to not locate the middle school on the same campus as the other
buildings, however. The district has eyed
a location about six miles to the south, on
land south of the Coldwater River on the
west side of state Highway 305. Purchase
of the 77-acre site is expected to be completed later this month. Uselton described
the location as being in the center of the
SEE SET TO GROW, P2
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Northcentral Electric Power
Association CEO Kevin Doddridge speaks to the Olive
Branch Chamber of Commerce
monthly luncheon at Whispering Woods Hotel and Conference Center. Doddridge said the
cooperative is working toward
providing broadband internet
service to its customers, but
that any announcement is likely 6-8 months in the future.

SEE BROADBAND FUTURE, P2
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