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FULL HOUSE! Bowl game success brings attention, fans to Mid-South. P6

Legacy of love

Walking surefooted on ice and snow, 

more than 100 strong gathered to com-

memorate the legacy of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr., at the Snowden House 

on Monday, on the birthday of the slain 

civil rights leader.

Arms linked, young and old alike 

walked just a few steps to mark the 

occasion. An earlier walk, known as the 

annual Martin Luther King, Jr. 5K Unity 

Walk/Run that morning was postponed 

due to frigid temperatures.

The event was co-sponsored by the Pre-

cious Pearls Foundation, DeSoto County 

Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 

Psi Beta Zeta Sorority, North Mississip-

pi Cultural Foundation and Psi Mu Mu 

Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. 

among other organizations.

“For me, the legacy of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr., is a challenge,” said 

Edna Williams with the DeSoto County 

Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta. “It’s a 

challenge especially in the environment 

we’re living in,” added Williams, refer-

ring to the current, resurgent climate 

of division and hate that has resurfaced 

in America. “The struggle is not over. 

We need to bring unity and speak as one 

people.”

Neffi e Gatewood, President of Psi 

Beta Zeta, wasn’t even alive when Dr. 

King lived, or at the time of his death in 

Memphis on April 4, 1968. The year 2018 

marks the 50th anniversary of his assas-

sination by drifter and escaped convict 

James Earl Ray.

Gatewood, who was born in 1972, said 

King’s legacy transcends time.

“For me, personally, his legacy is the 

unity and purpose for all of us to be able 

to come together, all races and all ages,” 

Gatewood said. “I think what we all need 

right now is love and kindness. I don’t 

think we have that like it used to be. Our 

chapter’s motto is that we are one chapter 

Domestic 
dispute 
leaves 

one dead
One person is dead and a 

54-year-old woman is behind 

bars and charged with mur-

der following what Southaven 

Police have determined was a 

domestic argument late Satur-

day night.

Southaven Police Lt. Mark 

Little said an investigation into 

the incident led authorities to 

charge Deborah Jean Carroll, 

54, of Southaven, with murder 

in the shooting death of a man, 

whose identity has not yet been 

released by authorities.

Little said the incident 

occurred in the 2800 block of 

Pinnacle Drive in Southaven.

Authorities were notifi ed of 

the incident around 11 p.m. 

Saturday.

“The (alleged) murder 

stemmed from an argument 

between the two persons,” 

Little said. “This is a domestic 

violence incident.”

Carroll was taken into cus-

tody and is being held without 

bond in the DeSoto County 

Adult Detention Center.

DeSoto County Interim Cor-

oner Josh Pounders said the 

body of the victim was being 

transported to the Mississip-

pi Crime Lab in Jackson for 

autopsy.

“It’s an ongoing investiga-

tion,” Pounders said.

MLK observance aimed at peace and unity

Courtesy photo

DeSoto Central junior 
John Barch (left) is 
joined by principal 
Cliff  Johnston in the 
school library to dis-
cuss Barch receiving 
a perfect 36 score on 
his American College 
Testing, or ACT, exam 
taking last month.

Barch makes three perfect ACT scores

SEE MLK, P2

‘The struggle is not over. We 
need to bring unity and speak as 

one people.’

Edna Williams, MLK Walk/run sponsor
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More than 100 people came together Monday on the snow-covered lawn of the Snowden House in Southaven for the commemoration of the 
legacy of the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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cuss Barch receiving 

taking last month.

DeSoto County Schools quickly learned 

on the heels of having two of its students be 

perfect on the American College Testing, 

or ACT, examinations taken nationwide 

last fall, that it can add one more district 

student to the list of youngsters scoring 36 

on the college entrance exam.  

DeSoto Central junior John Barch also 

learned last month that he scored a 36 when 

the latest test scores came out in December. 

Barch joined Lewisburg student Sydney 

Boone and Hernando’s Bailey Terrell as 

district students with a perfect score on the 

ACT in the latest round of tests taken. 

Just like the others, studying is not the 

only thing Barch does. When he is not in 

the classroom, John likes to head outdoors 

to fi sh with his father and grandfather. You 

may have also seen him on the football fi eld as a 

member of the Jaguars’ football team.  

SEE BARCH, P2
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