
Arkabutla Lake is a place that wel-
comes many to come enjoy the scenery, 
boat and fish on the water, or gather 
family and friends to picnic and fellow-
ship together. 

The U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers 
reservoir tragically has also become a 
dumpsite instead of  a destination for 
some who are getting rid of  their waste, 
ranging from paper or empty bottles, to 
larger items that include appliances and 
even old Jacuzzi tubs.

Chip Moore, a DeSoto County resident 
who lives off  Robinson Gin Road near the 
lake, has gathered a group to take action 
and put some beauty back in the area. 

“I grew up at Arkabutla, hunting, and 
fishing at Arkabutla,” Moore said. “I still 
do, I don’t go to any other lake. Arka-
butla’s my pride and joy. I go hunt at all 

of  the Arkabutla access points, I go to 
several of  them all of  the time through-
out the year.”

What Moore has found while enjoy-
ing what Arkabutla Lake has to offer 
frustrated him to the point of  taking 
action. More and more people are coming 
together to help in Moore’s cause, which 
has become known as the Arkabutla 
Initiative.  

“It’s disgusting and shameful, and 
quite frankly it’s embarrassing that peo-
ple in our community are afraid to say 
something and just think it’s OK to do 
that stuff,” Moore said. “I know the times 
I go hunting out there, if  I see somebody 
dumping something, even if  it’s to drop 
a Coke can out of  their truck, I typically 
try to say something.”

Social media has been the driver of  the 
effort, which Moore said started about 
a month ago. From six people the first 
weekend, as many as 40 people, including 
some Boy Scouts, recently picked up junk 
and trash in a specific area of  the lake. 

They commit to only one hour each 
Saturday morning and Moore commu-
nicates with them through a Facebook 
page, named Arkabutla Initiative. He 
said he also posts about their activ-
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Spring clean upState, 
county 

readies for 
primary 

vote

Voters in Mississippi return 

to the polls on Tuesday, March 

10, as the 2020 election cycle 

begins with the Republican 

and Democratic primary vote. 

In the case of the elections 

for U.S. Senator and House of 

Representatives, the prima-

ry election determines each 

major party’s candidate for the 

November election. 

The presidential part of the 

ballot will help determine the 

number of delegates a candi-

date will receive of the state’s 

allotment to each national 

party convention. 

There will be no runoff in 

the presidential primary, but 

there may be in the Senate 

and Congressional races if a 

winning candidate does not 

get one vote more than a 50 

percent majority vote. The 

party runoff election will be 

March 31. 

The DeSoto County Circuit 

Clerk’s office at the County 

Courthouse in Hernando will 

be open to accept absentee 

ballots on Saturday, March 7, 

the last day to vote absentee, 

and the deadline to do that will 

be 12 noon that day.   

Polls will be open on election 

day from 7 a.m.-7 p.m.  

Voters will be required to 

declare a Democratic or Repub-

lican party preference when 

they report to the polls or if 

they plan to vote an absentee 
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Lisa Steiner, principal 

at Lake Cormorant 

Middle School, has 

been named the 

DeSoto County Schools 

Administrator of the 

Year. A reception to 

honor district adminis-

trators, and Steiner in 

particular, is planned 

for Thursday afternoon 

following the DCS 

Board of Education 

meeting at 5 p.m.

LCMS’ Steiner named top administrator

SEE READYING FOR PRIMARY VOTE, P2
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Two men helping with the Arkabutla Initiative, an effort to clean up areas around Arkabutla Lake, gather up bags of waste found on a 

Saturday morning outing. As many as 40 concerned residents spend an hour each weekend to pick up refuse they have found along the 

reservoir.

Of  the many passionate and excep-
tional school administrators inside the 
DeSoto County School District (DCS), 
one in particular has stood out for her 
work with her students, faculty, and 
staff.

Lisa Steiner, principal at Lake Cormo-
rant Middle School, has been named as 
the district’s Administrator of  the Year.

Steiner and the other top school 
administrators of  the district will be 
celebrated at a reception this (Thurs-
day) afternoon at 5 p.m. It will be held at 
the DCS Central Services Board Room, 

5 E. South Street in Hernando, and will 
follow the district Board of  Education 
meeting at 3 p.m. 

Steiner came to Lake Cormorant Mid-
dle to begin the 2017-18 school year from 
Oak Grove Central Elementary School, 
where she was its principal for five 
years. Before that, Steiner was assistant 
principal at Hernando High School and 
started her education career as a teach-
er at Horn Lake Middle School. 

Education was a career Steiner knew 
she was destined to enter, but initially 
Steiner was encouraged to go in another 
direction.  
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Concerned residents pick up trash weekly around Arkabutla Lake
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‘We’ve picked up mattresses, 
tires, washing machines, even 
baby strollers, and car seats. 

At Coldwater Point we found a 
Jacuzzi tub.’

Chip Moore, Arkabutla Initiative


