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EARLY START! Jags, Patriots dealt losses in rare Thursday games. P6

A ‘knightly’ tale

Fourth-graders at a DeSoto County 

school this week have entered their sec-

tion of school confi dent that their area is 

secure. 

Modern appearances were not ap-

propriate in this case, however, as the 

sentries protecting the hallways at Lake 

Cormorant Elementary School harkened 

back to the age of Lancelot, the Crusades 

and King Arthur and the Knights of the 

Round Table. 

In fact, the protectors of the hall were 

just that; knights. The knightly stat-

ues that routinely greet visitors to the 

DeSoto Times-Tribune/CLICK Magazine 

offi ces in Hernando this past week found 

their way to the Lake Cormorant fourth-

grade hall.  

The statues and other decorations 

helped provide an appropriate atmo-

sphere for learning through the entire 

grade reading of the 2003 Kate DiCamillo 

work titled, “The Tale of Despereaux.” 

DiCamillo also has written youthful 

stories, such as “Because of Winn-Dixie” 

and “The Miraculous Journey of Edward 

Tulane.”  

DiCamillo and “The Tale of Des-

pereaux” were awarded the 2004 John 

Newbery Medal by the Association for 

Library Service to Children, an award 

given to an author making a distin-

guished contribution to American litera-

ture for children.  

Fourth-grade teacher Paula Smith 

approached the Times-Tribune about 

having the statues on loan to the school 

for the week as the students read and 

Man shot 
near 

Southaven 
warehouse

A person is being held in 

connection with a shooting in 

Southaven Friday that has sent 

a man to a Memphis hospital 

for treatment of a gunshot 

wound.  

Southaven Police report they 

were informed at 12:50 p.m. 

Friday of a shooting victim 

who was found at the Burger 

King restaurant on Church 

Road.

Offi cers arrived and ren-

dered aid to the victim there 

until an ambulance arrived to 

transport the victim to Re-

gional One in Memphis. The 

shooting victim was then taken 

directly into surgery to be 

treated. 

While offi cers were on the 

scene with the wounded man, 

he was able to relate that the 

incident took place at a ware-

house on Research Drive, 

which is south of the Helen of 

Troy distribution center. A 

description of the vehicle the 

shooter was in was given and 

authorities started their search 

for that vehicle.  

A DeSoto County Sheriff’s 

deputy was able to spot the 

vehicle a short time later and 

detain the person inside. 

Police cautioned late Friday 

afternoon the case was in the 

early stages of investigation 

and no formal charges had yet 

been fi led, adding identities of 

the people involved would be 

released when those charges 

are fi led. 

Book reading brings students back to medieval times

Robert Long|DTT

The DeSoto County 
Veterans Park will 
be unveiled today 
in a ceremony at 
10 a.m. near the 
DeSoto County Vis-
itors Center at 4716 
Pepperchase Drive 
in Southaven.

Veterans Park to be dedicated today

SEE ‘KNIGHTLY’ TALE, P7

‘It was such a good, enjoyable 
story that we really went deep 
into the story, a story of good 

versus evil.’

Paula Smith,
 Lake Cormorant Elementary School
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Bob Bakken|DTT

Teachers (from left) Jessica Malone, Betsy Copeland and Paula Smith stand at the front of the fourth-grade hallway at Lake Cormorant 
Elementary School, where two knight statues on loan from the DeSoto Times-Tribune/CLICK Magazine, have stood guard this week. The 
teachers, along with Amanda Maxwell and Kris Beck, have as an entire grade brought their students back to medieval days through the 
book, “The Tale of Despereaux.” 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

Veterans Park will 

Pepperchase Drive 
in Southaven.

The DeSoto County Veterans Park, adjacent 
to the DeSoto County Visitors Center and 
Landers Center nearby, is being dedicated 
this morning at 10 a.m. with much fanfare.

“It’s been 3 1/2 years to get to this point,” 
said R.G. Moore, who along with his wife Di-
ane, have helped to spearhead the effort.

Mississippi’s fastest-growing county has 
never had a park solely dedicated to veterans 

in its 181-year history.
A monument on the DeSoto County Court-

house Square disappeared shortly after the 
disastrous courthouse fi re in 1940 and was 
never returned.

Moore said the park, which honors all U.S. 
veterans, beginning with the Revolutionary 
War to the present war on terror, will bear 
fl ags representing all branches of the U.S. 
Armed Services and Coast Guard.

SEE VETERANS PARK, P7
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