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Remembering our heroes

Eight names are etched into a cold, 

gray granite wall at the DeSoto County 

Safety Offi cers Memorial on the DeSoto 

County Courthouse lawn.

The names on the memorial, also 

known as the “Fallen Heroes Memori-

al,” represent warm memories of eight 

real-life, breathing heroes who were 

silenced by the bullets of assailants in 

the line of duty.

The memorial service starts at 10 a.m.

“When we started this, it gave the fam-

ilies a place to think about the sacrifi ces 

of their heroes in DeSoto County,” said 

longtime former Southaven Police Lt. 

Jerald Wheeler, who is now a reserve 

offi cer with the DeSoto County Sheriff’s 

Department. “It gives them a chance 

to refl ect and let the people of DeSoto 

County know about their service and 

sacrifi ce.”

Wheeler said a similar larger memori-

al exists in Washington D.C. but DeSoto 

County’s Fallen Heroes Memorial is 

smaller and more personal.

The DeSoto County Safety Offi cers 

Memorial was established to pay homage 

to eight fallen safety offi cers in DeSoto 

County, beginning with former Sheriff 

William P. Harris in 1912, and ending 

with Lt. Greg Medlin, who lost his life 

responding to a church burglary on Nov. 

2, 2003.

DeSoto County Sheriff’s Deputy Alex 

Coker and the DeSoto County Color 

Guard rehearsed their salutes in a 

solemn processional in advance of the 

event.

“We have all the law enforcement 

agencies, fi re and police taking part 

on Friday,” Coker said. “The memorial 

currently has eight names on it of offi -

cers who have died through the years. 

Theft 
suspect 

sought in 
S’haven

Southaven Police Department 

is seeking help to fi nd a subject 

of a theft at Kay Jewelers in the 

Tanger Outlets Mall Saturday 

afternoon. 

About 2:15 p.m. Saturday, 

offi cers were called to the Kay 

Jewelers in the Tanger Outlet 

Mall in reference to a theft.

The suspect is described as a 

black male, 5-foot-5 in height, 

weighing about 170 pounds. He 

has gold teeth and was wearing 

a white T-shirt and gray sweat 

pants. The ring police said was 

taken is worth approximately 

$10,000. It is unknown the direc-

tion of travel or a description of 

the vehicle used for the getaway. 

Anyone with information 

should contact the Southaven 

Police Department. 

Fallen Heroes Memorial service set for Friday
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Laura Dunning of Families First for Mississippi (right) chats with Courtney Fergu-
son about baby car seats during the Baptist-DeSoto Baby Fair held recently at the 
Southaven hospital.

Safe and healthy babies focus of fair

SEE FALLEN HEROES, P2

‘We don’t want to forget those 
names. They have laid their 

lives down for us. It benefi ts the 
families also. The hurt never 

goes away.’

DeSoto Sheriff ’s Deputy Alex Coker
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The DeSoto County Sheriff ’s Department Color Guard stands at attention during rehearsals for Friday’s “Fallen Heroes” Memorial Service 
on the DeSoto County Courthouse lawn. The service is set for 10 a.m. Friday.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839
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It was all about baby when a DeSoto 
County hospital hosted its annual Baby 
Fair.

Baptist Memorial Hospital-DeSoto in 
Southaven welcomed new mothers, new 
mothers-to-be and others interested in 
motherhood to the event recently held on 
Saturday, April 28. 

The springtime activity which has been 
held at the hospital for the past 10 years is 
done to get across the message of proper 
care before pregnancy, during pregnancy 
and after birth, according to Lori Porter, a 
nurse manager in the hospital’s nursery/
mother baby unit.  

“It’s about educating moms, pregnant 
moms and new mothers about infant care, 

prenatal education and what to expect 
during childbirth,” Porter said. “We also 
have breastfeeding education and we have 
pediatricians here to talk about well child 
care. There are vendors here with dif-
ferent baby items and daycares are here 
being represented so that moms know 
their resources when they go back to work 
as far as where to take their children.”

Early and regular prenatal care for 
mothers and knowing what to expect 
during pregnancy is extremely important 
in assuring that baby is born healthy and 
ready to take on the world he or she is 
brought into.  

“Education is the most important thing 
we can do for pregnant mothers,” Porter 
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Courtesy photo

This image from surveillance video 
is of the suspect in the theft of a 
ring valued at $10,000 from the 
Kay Jewelers location in the South-
aven Tanger Outlets Mall Saturday 
afternoon. Police are seeking infor-
mation to try to locate him. 

BY BOB BAKKEN
STAFF WRITER


