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Safety first

Some residents might have noticed a 

large fire and police presence around 

Southaven Elementary School this week, 

and some might have become concerned 

about what exactly was taking place. 

However, citizens have nothing to fear, as 

emergency personnel were merely under-

going active shooter training. 

With the rise in school shootings across 

the country and fear and uncertainty 

about where it will occur next, Southav-

en Fire, EMS and Police coordinated with 

the DeSoto County Emergency Manage-

ment Agency, Baptist Memorial Hospi-

tal-DeSoto and the DeSoto County School 

District last week to conduct a three-day 

active shooter training from July 17-19. 

The goal of  the training exercises was 

to allow first responders to develop the 

skills, strategies and experiences neces-

sary in the event of  any potential active 

shooter or bomb threats on a school cam-

pus and to prepare emergency personnel 

to know what to do in the case of  a real 

emergency.

“This collaborative training will help 

assure a coordinated, timely and effective 

response in the event of  an incident in 

our City,” stated a news release prior to 

the training. “Providing a safe environ-

ment for our students and staff  are of  

paramount importance.”

Deputy Chief  Mark Little of  the South-

aven Police Department explained that 

the first thing that the first two respond-

ers on the scene do is establish a com-

mand center and that these first respond-

ers can be either fire or police.

“What we do is we set up to where the 

first responders go in and we have to 

assess the whole situation,” said Little. 

“The biggest thing is to be sure that 

everybody’s safe, be sure that we get 

the EMS personnel in safely so they can 

City 
mayors 
dispute 

ACLU claims

Mayors of  the three largest 

cities in DeSoto County have 

taken issue with a claim from the 

American Civil Liberties Union 

(ACLU) of  Mississippi regarding 

bans against panhandling in their 

communities.

This week’s letter from the 

ACLU of  Mississippi, a commu-

nication nationally coordinated 

by the National Law Center 

on Homelessness and Poverty, 

demanded that 16 jurisdictions in 

Mississippi repeal their bans on 

panhandling. Three of  the com-

munities mentioned are in DeSoto 

County: Southaven, Olive Branch 

and Horn Lake.  

“Since the 2015 Supreme 

Court decision in Reed v. Town 

of  Gilbert finding heightened 

protections for free speech, every 

case brought against panhandling 

ordinances—more than 25 to date, 

including many with language 

similar to those found in these 16 

Mississippi towns and cities, has 

found them unconstitutional,” the 

letter stated. 

Jackson is the largest of  the 

16 mentioned cities. In the state 

capital, before a person may ask 

for money in public, he or she 

must present him or herself  at the 

Jackson Police Department to be 

photographed and fingerprinted 

in order to obtain a permit. 

“It is contrary to American 

values to require someone, before 

Active shooter training held at Southaven Elementary

Katherine Nelson|for the DTT

From left, Career Tech-West digital media students Angel Morgan, Blake 

Carson and Tanner Smart were interns assisting in the recording and 

production of a music video of Memphis-area artists performing to benefit 

Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital, a production spearheaded by Northcentral 

Electric Power Association media specialist Justin Jaggers.

Music is the key
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‘We have the FBI out here with us, we 
have our fire department and our po-
lice department and we’re all training 
together so that in a situation like this 

we know how to react to it.’

Deputy Chief Mark Little, Southaven Police
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Brent Walker|DTT

Emergency responders receive instruction from incident command during an active shooter training exercise at Southaven Elementary School 

on Thursday. Southaven Fire, EMS and Police collaborated during the training and practiced what to do in the event of a future emergency.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE 
BETTER SINCE 1839

A group of  students has given up part of  
their summer vacation to become interns on a 
project that connects their classroom to a real 
world experience.

Second-year Digital Media students at 
DeSoto County Schools Career and Technical 
Center—West were given the opportunity to 
collaborate with Northcentral Electric Power 
Association and Justin Jaggers for “Musi-
cians for Le Bonheur.” This group provides a 
promotional platform for Memphis-area mu-
sicians, as well as a way to raise money for Le 
Bonheur Children’s Hospital.  The result will 
be an album of  original songs by Memphis-ar-
ea artists that will be sold to the public.

The students are Blake Carson, Angel Mor-
gan and Tanner Smart.

“My students are passionate about this proj-
ect,” said Digital Media teacher Teri Gordon.   

“Since they study graphic design, animation, 
audio production and web design, this pro-
gram has allowed them to practice and apply 
what they have learned.” 

Justin Jaggers is the media specialist for 
Northcentral EPA, a “Gold Sponsor” for Ca-
reer & Tech Center. He introduced students to 
The Grove Recording Studio at Hope Church, 
a multimillion dollar facility in Cordova, Ten-
nessee. Memphis musician Danny Cosby was 
there for his recording session of  “Am I Only 
Dreaming,” the song Cosby is donating to the 
Musicians for Le Bonheur Album.

“Justin trained the students to help run the 
recording equipment in the sound studio,” 
Gordon said.  “These students will be listed as 
Audio Engineers for this track on the album.”

Since the Digital Media students showed 
such interest in music-driven projects, 
Jaggers invited students to become summer 
interns on a program he started in college, 
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