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RUNDOWN! Lady Jags to state, DC and Patriots advance. P6

Lessons in valor

Shortly before the Mother’s Day obser-

vance in May of 1945, Victory in Europe 

by the Allied Forces was declared by 

Allied Commander General Dwight D. 

Eisenhower.

It was perhaps the best Mother’s Day 

present that millions of mothers from 

around the nation and world could 

receive.

Their sons in the Armed Services 

and even some daughters serving in 

the Women’s Auxiliary Corps would be 

coming home.

Olin Pickens, now 96, was one young 

soldier who made a promise to his moth-

er Lottie that he would return to her 

after the war was over.

“The last thing I told my mama and 

daddy was that I would be home when 

the war was over,” Pickens said, adding 

he would fulfi ll that promise nearly 

three years later.

“If you’ve never been hugged by your 

mother, then you’ve never been hugged,” 

said Pickens to a large crowd gathered 

inside the Hernando Public Library for 

the library’s Memorial Day program on 

Tuesday. “They (mothers) know just how 

to hug you. Finally, my mama said, ‘I’m 

so glad you’re home.’”

Although Pickens kept that promise, 

made to both his mother and father, his 

harrowing capture by the Nazis in North 

Africa and imprisonment as a POW, 

changed his life forever.

Pickens, only 20 at the time, joined the 

Army in 1942. He volunteered before be-

ing drafted. After he completed his basic 

training, Pickens was placed in the 805th 

Tank Destroyer Battalion and sent to the 

Mediterranean.

On Jan. 26, 1943, his unit began 

approaching North Africa’s front line.  

There they dug in and soon received or-

Second 

arrest in Dollar 

General murder

A second person has been 

arrested and charged in the 

shooting death of a Horn Lake 

man outside a Dollar General 

store late last month.  

Ronnie Tunstall, age 29 of 

Memphis, was booked into the 

DeSoto County Adult Detention 

Center in Hernando Tuesday 

evening in connection with the 

shooting death Sunday, April 

29 of Matthew Martin Jr. of 

Horn Lake.  

Martin died of a single gun-

shot wound outside the Dollar 

General store on Goodman 

Road west of Highway 301 

about 3:30 a.m. that morning, 

according to Interim Coroner 

Josh Pounders.

Martin was taken to Baptist 

Memorial Hospital-DeSoto in 

Southaven then fl own to Re-

gional One Health in Memphis 

where he died.  

Orlando Davie, age 21 of Her-

nando, was arrested the same 

day as the shooting and booked 

into jail, where he remains on 

charges of murder and attempt 

to commit an offense.  Bond for 

Davie was set at $1 million.

Tunstall made a court 

appearance Tuesday evening 

when bond for him was also 

set at $1 million. He also faces 

charges of murder and attempt 

to commit an offense.  

Martin’s body was sent to 

the Mississippi State Crime 

Laboratory in Jackson for an 

autopsy.

World War II POW shares harrowing story of capture

Courtesy photo

More than 100 volunteers 

gathered at the Horn 

Lake City Hall to take 

part in the city’s annual 

Beautifi cation Day on 

Saturday, May 5. The 

volunteers took part in 

the morning-long clean 

up eff ort in eight areas of 

the city.  

Horn Lake volunteers keep city beautiful

SEE VALOR, P2

‘I had lost my freedom, my dig-
nity and my pride but I had my 
faith. They couldn’t take that 

away from me.’

Olin Pickens, World War II POW
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World War II veteran and POW Olin Pickens captivated an audience gathered at Hernando Memorial Library for the library’s Memorial Day 

program. Pickens’s tale of capture and escape left listeners on the edge of their seats.
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If the city of Horn Lake looks a little 
neater and brighter today, it was likely 
because 130 volunteers, including mem-
bers of the Horn Lake Mayor’s Youth 
Council, took time to pick up and clean 
up the city. 

They now challenge the rest of the 
DeSoto County city to keep it looking 

that way. 
Saturday was the city’s annual Beau-

tifi cation Day and it was volunteers and 
Youth Council members who sprayed 
out over eight areas of the city to pick 
up trash and provide some neatness to 
the city’s appearance. 

The event on Saturday was actually 
held a few weeks later than it was orig-
inally scheduled after a postponement 
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