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FEASTING! Hustle, Riverkings have busy holiday weekend. P6

Jingle bells

Retailers throughout DeSoto County 

were excited for the start of holiday 

shopping season, while at the same time 

hopeful that a surge in shopping will 

help spur put some extra “jingle” in their 

cash registers. 

At many locations, especially the “big 

box” stores such as Walmart and Tar-

get, shoppers quickly fi nished off their 

Thanksgiving Day dinners with their 

stores as destinations for early discounts 

and bargains, as those stores opened up 

early in the evening, extending Black 

Friday into Thursday.   

The infl ux of shoppers continued on 

to the actual Black Friday of savings 

along DeSoto County main streets and 

to the shopping centers, such the Tanger 

Outlets Southaven and Southaven Towne 

Center malls.

“Shoppers are defi nitely ready to 

discover the best deals!,” said Tanger 

Outlets General Manager Lexi Harris. 

“Here at Tanger Outlets we seen many 

throughout the past month, getting their 

holiday shopping started early. With 

over 65 retailers here at Tanger, we have 

something for everyone on the shopping 

list in one convenient stop.”

A report from Forbes Magazine noted 

that Black Friday Weekend forecasts 

were for 47-percent growth in sales this 

year compared to last year. 

DeSoto County business leaders had 

not yet reported any results as far as 

their actual Black Friday sales were 

concerned. 

However, county chambers of com-

merce were hopeful that much of the pro-

jected increase would come by shoppers 

Open burn
ordinance 

OK’d in O.B.

The Olive Branch Board of Alder-

men moved to pass an ordinance 

addressing open burning in the 

city at Tuesday’s meeting.

Under the ordinance passed by 

the board, leaf burning in the city 

is allowed only on residential, sin-

gle-family A-R zoned properties, or 

residential properties of one acre 

or larger, regardless of zoning.  

Those who wish to do leaf burn-

ing, however, must receive a permit 

from the city fi re department to do 

so.  

The permit is issued without cost 

to the property owner, but must be 

obtained to allow the city to verify 

the location of the property and 

to make sure there is no burning 

going on under “burn-ban” condi-

tions.  

The fi re department, under direc-

tion of Chief Johnny Eason, may 

also prohibit leaf burning when 

conditions warrant that open burn-

ing might result in a fi re burning 

out of control.

Board members also passed a 

number of consent agenda items at 

Tuesday’s session, including the 

acceptance of a donation from the 

Delta Regional Foundation in the 

amount of $5,000, and authorized 

the city to advertise and seek bids 

for the labor and material for a box 

culvert to be placed on Humming-

bird Drive.

In executive session, board mem-

bers discussed two new employee 

hires for the Police Department 

and promotions and salary increas-

es for two employees in the Fire 

Department, but also considered a 

recommendation for employee dis-

ciplinary action of another depart-

ment employee. 

Businesses gear up for holiday shopping

Courtesy Photo

Grady Phillips 
(Ebenezer Scrooge) 
and Mikayla House 
(Ghost of Christmas 
Past, rehearse a scene 
from the DeSoto Family 
Theatre production of 
“A Christmas Carol, The 
Musical,” which opens 
Dec. 1 at the Landers 
Center Theater.

‘A Christmas Carol, The Musical,’ opens Dec. 1

SEE BLACK FRIDAY , P2

‘Anytime you shop local, you 
are supporting a family. When 

they’re supporting families, 
those families pay taxes, people 

are employed and it all goes 
back to quality of life.’

Carmen Kyle, 
Southaven Chamber of Commerce
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Shoppers sought bargains on Black Friday morning at the Tanger Outlets location in Southaven.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

Musical,” which opens 

Center Theater.

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES-TRIBUNE

The cast of “A Christmas Carol, The 
Musical,” is inviting the public to purchase 
their tickets early to see the Yuletide classic 
which premieres at the Landers Center The-
ater on Dec. 1.

The curtain will go up on the elaborate 
DFT production on Friday, Dec. 1. The pro-
duction will run through Dec. 10.

Grady Phillips stars as Ebenezer Scrooge 
with Ty Kirk as Young Ebenezer and Jase 

McCommon as Scrooge at age 8. Ella Scott is 
Tiny Tim among an all-star cast.

“Ebenezer Scrooge is a prosperous cur-
mudgeon who believes that personal wealth 
is far more valuable than the happiness 
and comfort of others,” according to Ash-
ley McCormack with DeSoto Family The-
atre. “With an infuriated “Bah! Humbug!” 
Scrooge summates his feelings of Christmas

SEE CHRISTMAS CAROL, P2
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