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SAVE THE DATE! FCA breakfast to host Dan Reeves in Southaven. P6

Fitting legacy

It’s a fi tting legacy to name a fi tness 

park in the name of a former Superin-

tendent of Education who set the pace 

for growth in Mississippi’s fast-growing 

county and largest public school district.

On Friday, friends and fellow educa-

tors along with Hernando city offi cials 

gathered at the former Hernando Sports 

and Fitness Park for the offi cial renam-

ing of the park in honor of longtime 

DeSoto County Superintendent of Educa-

tion Milton Kuykendall.

The park, built around the site of the 

former track and football fi eld of the old 

Hernando High School, will henceforth 

be known as the Milton Kuykendall 

Sports and Fitness Park.

Hernando Mayor Tom Ferguson offi -

cially proclaimed the park open under 

its new name and praised Kuykendall for 

a lifetime of public service and dedica-

tion to the city and county’s youth.

“I personally would like to thank you 

Mr. Kuykendall for all your years of 

service to our community and our school 

system,” Ferguson said as more than 100 

well-wishers crowded around Kuyken-

dall and his wife Jean for the occasion. 

“You made a very big impact on our 

children, our teachers and our commu-

nity. Thank you for being a leader in our 

community and for working so hard to 

ensure young children achieve academic 

success and pursue healthy lifestyles.”

For his part, Kuykendall recalled how 

the former park had fallen into disre-

pair. The DeSoto County School District 

donated it to the city and Kuykendall 

noted that he began to see improvements 

being made almost instantly.

The track was refi nished and fi eld re-

furbished and other improvements were 

steadily made over the past few years.

“This fi eld hadn’t been used in several 

years,” noted Kuykendall, before it was 

transformed once again into a hub of 

Lt. Gov. 
says 

state on 
rebound

Mississippi Lt. Gov. Tate 

Reeves paid a visit to Missis-

sippi’s fastest-growing county 

Wednesday and touted econom-

ic growth as well as workforce 

development and a rising 

national image as the state cel-

ebrates its 200th anniversary 

next month.

“2017 is Mississippi’s Bicen-

tennial,” Reeves said. “We 

have been a state for 200 years. 

While we have a complicated 

history, we need to spend a lot 

less time apologizing and start 

bragging about the good things 

going on in our state.”

Among the positive develop-

ments occurring in the Magno-

lia State during the past decade 

is the graduation rate among 

high school students, which 

has risen 12 points to 82 per-

cent during that time period.

“We’re on a trajectory to pass 

the national average,” Reeves 

told members of the Rotary 

Club of Hernando on Wednes-

day. “That will make a huge 

difference to provide the work-

force that we need. We just 

don’t have enough bragging 

about the good things going on 

in our state.”

Reeves said Mississippi 

students have shown the most 

progress in improved NAEP 

scores in the nation, referring 

to the National Assessment 

of Educational Progress, or 

NAEP.

Hernando park named in honor of Milton Kuykendall
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Northpoint Christian 

School has named Jim 

Ferguson as its Head of 

School. Ferguson has 

served as the school’s 

Vice President the past 

18 months. He assumes 

the role as David Man-

ley has announced his 

retirement to become 

President Emeritus at 

the Southaven school.  

Ferguson assumes role at Northpoint
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‘You made a very big impact on 
our children, our teachers and 

our community.’ 

Hernando Mayor Tom Ferguson
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Former DeSoto County Superintendent Milton Kuykendall is congratulated upon the naming of the old high school football fi eld as the new 

Milton Kuykendall Sports and Fitness Park by Director of Athletics Anthony Jenkins and his wife Carolyn as Alderman Andrew Miller looks on.
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Northpoint Christian 

School has named Jim 

From a signifi cant tenure as school ad-
ministrator and eventually to leading the 
academic program for Mississippi’s largest 
public school district, Jim Ferguson now 
will take the main reins as the leader of 
Northpoint Christian School in Southaven.  

Faculty and staff of the school were in-
formed earlier in the week that Ferguson, 

who had served the past 18 months as Vice 
President for the Christian college prepa-
ratory school, will assume the position of 
Head of School.

Ferguson said he considers this appoint-
ment a “high honor.”

“I feel like this is a place where my person-
al life, my faith and my professional career 
have merged on one road,” Ferguson said. 
“Our mission is that we’re Christ-centered 
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