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SHE’S  A  CHAMP! Coleman takes state tennis championship. P9

Decisions, decisions

Southaven High School senior Benja-

min Barulli had a tough decision: Cadet 

or Midshipman.

While most students interested in a 

career in the armed forces only dream of  

earning a spot among the 10 percent of  

applicants who get into one of  America’s 

top military academies, Barulli received 

full-ride appointments to both the U.S. 

Military Academy in West Point, N.Y., 

and the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapo-

lis, Maryland.

Pursuing a career in the armed forces 

has long been Barulli’s goal, partially 

because of  family tradition.  His father 

is a graduate of  West Point, and is now a 

manager with FedEx.  Last summer, he 

visited both campuses, and had a healthy 

dose of  what life would be like academi-

cally and physically.

“West Point had a church that was a 

better fi t for me,” Barulli said.  “An addi-

tional bonus is the Chaplain went to West 

Point with my Dad and offered my par-

ents a place to stay if  I enrolled there.”

The West Point website states, “Stu-

dents who are ready to change the world 

through leadership, vision, and duty to 

country could fi nd that the United States 

Military Academy at West Point is their 

Couple 
faces child 

pornography 
charges

A DeSoto County couple was 

arrested last week on child 

pornography charges, an arrest 

made public Wednesday afternoon 

by the DeSoto County Sheriff ’s 

Department.

DeSoto County Sheriff ’s De-

partment detectives, on Thursday, 

April 25, arrested Gerald Nathan-

iel Whitaker, age 43 of  Southaven 

as part of  an ongoing Internet 

Crimes Against Children investi-

gation. 

Whitaker was charged with 

three counts of  exploitation of  

children, including receiving, pos-

session, and distribution of  child 

pornography.  

Monday, April 29, Whitaker’s 

wife Georgette, age 35, also of  

Southaven, was arrested and 

charged with exploitation of  

children.  

A news release from the Sher-

iff ’s Department stated that 

numerous devices of  electronic 

and storage containing child por-

nography were recovered in the 

Whitakers’ home.  

According to the Sheriff ’s 

Department, Gerald Whitaker 

admitted to detectives that he has 

been collecting child pornography 

for the past 20 years and has been 

downloading, as he told investi-

gators, “millions” of  fi les with 

Southaven senior earns two service academy appointments

Bob Bakken|DTT

Former Mississippi state Supreme Court Chief Justice Bill Waller Jr. listened to 

educational concerns from DeSoto County teachers during a Town Hall held in 

Southaven Wednesday afternoon. Waller is among three candidates seeking 

the Republican nomination for governor in the August primary. 

Waller hears teacher concerns
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‘I think it helped that I am an 
Eagle Scout, a fourth-degree 
Black Belt in Taekwondo, and 
have more than 400 hours of 

community service.’

Ben Barulli, Southaven senior
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Southaven High School senior Ben Barulli has received appointments to both the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y. and the Naval 

Academy at Annapolis, Maryland. Barulli has selected West Point as where he will attend next fall. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

As state education offi cials and legislative 
leaders try to determine what went wrong 
when it was discovered not all state public 
school teachers and others were not part of  
a $1,500 pay raise for next year passed in this 
year’s lawmaking session, a candidate for 
governor came to DeSoto County this week to 
hear their concerns and solutions to improv-
ing the plight of  Mississippi’s teachers.  

Bill Waller Jr., the former state Supreme 
Court Chief  Justice who is running against 
Hernando Republican state Rep. Robert Foster 

and Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves for the party’s nom-
ination for governor in the August primary, 
held a town hall with educators at the Lost 
Pizza Co. in Southaven Wednesday afternoon. 

About 20 people, made up of  primarily 
DeSoto County teachers, came to hear Waller 
address education issues as they explained 
their situation. Much of  what was talked 
about involved their heavy workload for what 
they consider is still not at a cost-of-living 
wage. 

“We need to offer a larger salary,” said one 
teacher who said her husband is also a teach-
er, while another said, “You do it because you 

SEE WALLER HEARS TEACHERS, P2
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SPRING CLEANING SPECIAL 

$69.95 first unit 

$40.00 each additional  
Includes: 

Chemical Cleaning of Condensing Coils 
Refrigerant Level Check 

Electrical Check 
Offer Expires 6/1/19—Must Mention Coupon Code DTT *Subject to credit approval. See store for details.  

* 


