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DEAN WINS AGAIN! Horn Lake linebacker named top state football player. P6

Love offered

Former DCSD Law Enforcement Ex-

plorer Seth Bonetti is all grown up now 

and has started working at the DeSoto 

County Animal Shelter as an animal 

care technician. 

“We are proud to see our cadets grow-

ing up and moving up,” said Deputy Alex 

Coker with the DeSoto County Sheriff’s 

Department.

“Christmas is just around the corner 

and there is no greater love than from an 

animal that loves you unconditionally,” 

Coker said.

“The DeSoto County Animal Shelter 

has an abundance of beautiful kitties, 

cats, dogs and puppies,” added Coker. 

“Go visit their shelter and fi nd the one 

that warms your heart the most.”

The Animal Shelter is behind the Road 

Department Building at 1251 Humane 

Way in Nesbit. for more information call 

(662) 469-8004.

The shelter’s hours are Monday-Friday 

from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. and on Saturdays from 

8 a.m.-1 p.m. The shelter is closed on 

Sundays.

December is $10 Adoption Month. That 

price includes shots, heartworm check, 

and microchipping. 

“We only ask that you love them as 

much as they will love you,” Coker said. 

“Give them a warm place in the winter 

and a shaded cool place in the summer 

with food and water.”

Robber 
caught 
in Horn 

Lake

A Horn Lake man faces a 

January court date and is in 

jail on armed robbery and 

other charges after his arrest 

near a convenience store late 

Wednesday evening. 

Romello Willingham, age 

19, was arrested shortly after 

Horn Lake Police offi cers were 

called to the Save-N-Sak Gro-

cery convenience store at 5900 

Highway 301 in Horn Lake, 

which was robbed at about 9:30 

p.m. Wednesday evening. 

According to police informa-

tion, offi cers on arrival located 

Willingham about a block away 

from the store in the area of 

Arrowhead and Cherokee

Bark behind the badge for cadet

Mike Lee|DTT

A pickup truck travels along Holly Springs Road Friday morning near a barrier used to close 
the roadway at times of fl ooding. Federal grant funds announced Thursday afternoon will 
help fund a $30 million project DeSoto County is undertaking to raise the roadway level and 
replace fi ve bridges on the road.  

Funding for Holly Springs Road approved

SEE ROBBER, P2

‘Give them a warm place in the 
winter and a shaded cool place 

in the summer with food and 
water.’

Deputy Alex Coker
DeSoto County Sheriff ’s Department
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Courtesyt photo

A boxer awaits its forever home in the DeSoto Animal Shelter, 1251 Humane Way in Nesbit. The shelter, part of DeSoto County government, 
is seeking to fi nd new owners for its animals, some abandoned and malnourished. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

The problems of fl ooding on a DeSoto 
County road may be nearing an end in 
the future with help from the federal 
government.  

The U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion has awarded $13 million in funds to 
support road and bridge improvements 
to fl ood-prone Holly Springs Road. 
Continual fl ooding with the joining of 
Camp Creek and the Coldwater River in 
the area has led to the county putting 
permanent barriers there to close the 
road when it fl oods, which can happen 
frequently.  

Mississippi U.S. Senators Roger 
Wicker and Cindy Hyde-Smith jointly 
announced the grant award in a news 

release Thursday afternoon.  
Board of Supervisors President Mark 

Gardner Friday said it was a “huge” 
day for DeSoto County to see the 
much-needed construction project get 
closer to actually happening.  

Gardner refl ected that DeSoto County 
government has been working to raise 
the roadway and bridge level along 
Holly Springs Road for years. 

“Two years before I got elected I start-
ed attending all of the board meetings,” 
Gardner said. “I know the board has 
been talking about Holly Springs Road 
for at least nine years.”

The money comes under the Better 
Utilizing Investments to Leverage 
Development, known as BUILD, Discre-
tionary Grant program. 

SEE HOLLY SPRINGS ROAD, P2
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ROBERT LEE LONG  is the Community Editor. 
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Romello Willingham


